Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



MEMOIR 

I 



RICHARD WILLIAMS. 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



BlLLUmBK, rUITU, u 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 




.■ In Goodie 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



I '-.iliiN 



^/l>. 1 . ZO^ 



n,3t,7^- In Google 



p:hy Google 



MEMOIS 



EICHARD WILLIAMS, 



to the patagonias missionary society in 
tieebjl del fueqo. 



JAMES HAMILTON, D.D. 



LONDON: 

JAMES NISBET AND CO., 2t BERNERS STREET. 

HAMILTON, ADAMB, Ji CO., PATEENOSTBE EOW. 



D,£,,t,7P-hy Google 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



PEEFACE. 



Had the engagements of the Rev. William 
Arthur allowed him to nndertake the compila- 
tion of the following Memoir, the public would 
hare received from his"hand a missionary 
biography as instmctive, if not as exciting, 
as The Successful Merchant But when Mr 
Arthur felt constrained to decline the task, the 
present Editor ventured to attempt it, in the 
belief that, under the most ordinary treatment, 
the materials placed at his disposal could 
scarcely fail to be useful. 

The circumstance that Mr WilliamB belonged 
to a branch of the evangehcal church entirely 
distinct irom his biographer's denomination, 
has not been felt as any embarrassment in the 
progress of the work. A man does not repu- 
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djate hia birthplace when he receives the 
" freedom " of other cities ; and the second 
home which the Author has found in many a 
Christian community, has not lessened his 
affection to his own Mount Zion. On the 
other hand, literary trosteediip is surely con- 
sistent with ecclesiastical integrity ; and that 
writer must be very distrustful of hia own 
sense, or his own honesty, who is afraid that 
the one will interfere with the other. 

For ample details regarding the Patagonian 
Mission, and for an account of Captain Gar- 
diner and other members of the expedition, 
the reader is referred to Hope Deferred, not 
Lost; a Narrative of Missionary Effort in 
Sovth America, by the Rev. George Paken- 
ham Despard, Honorary Secretary of the Pata- 
gonian Missionary Society. To Mr Despard 
the best thanks of the Editor are due, for 
repeated and kind communications during the 
preparation of the following p^es. 
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fiuf MXBU not tiie firalia 

And faulty of m j yontli : 

Bomember not bow ignorant 

I h*ve been of tli; truth. 

Sot after my dseeria 
Let me thy marcy find : 
But of thino own beoi^^. 
Lord, h&vo me in thy mind. 

Pta^m ixT. e.—Sttrnitold. 



The Salbftth wia too often ipent in (be rtndy of Tirgil and 
HoTooe. Bnt the later hotm of hit ereningi, which were not dedi- 
cated to amueement, eeem to have been laudably employed in etoring 
hie mind with elaanioal and geoanl knowledge. — Jfenotn of Dr 
Claiidi'a* BimiaTiaa, 
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Richard Williahb was the second son of Mr Rice 
Williams, of Darsley, Gloncestershire, and was 
bom there on the 15th of May 1815. 

From the first he evinced great tenderness of 
feeling; and very early he exhibited that ardent 
and affectionate dispo^tion which distinguished 
him throngh life. Bat as he grew from infancy 
to boyhood, there were frequent outbreaks of a 
passionate temper, and his strong determination 
amounted to obstinacy. He gave no indication of 
piety ; bat in the transparency and truthfalnees 
of bis character might be perceived the germ of 
future excellence. For if little can be hoped from 
a childhood where deceit is the constitutional sin, 
it is seldom that the boy attains to nothing noble, 
wbo, like Washington, " cannot tell a lie," 

Richard's first school was in Torkshire ; but he 
was soon brought back to Dursley, and placed 
under the care of the Rev. .John Glanville, now the 
madi-esteemed minister of Kingahind Tabernacle, 
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near Bristol. Mr Glanville says, " I watched him 
closely, inastnacli aa I thought I saw something in 
him which seemed to distinguish him from the mass 
of common bojhood. This induced me to give 
special attention to him, and, as far as I was able, 
to bring out and direct his powers. There was a 
character about him, evea then, which indicated 

good in the future He had mind, — not very 

well balanced, nor always easily controlled, but 
inquiring, earnest, persevering, and determined to 
improve. He was diligent and painstaking in 
whatever engaged his attention or siuted his tastes. 
His quicksesB and thoughtfulness shewed that be 
had abilities, which only required to he gnlded into 
a proper channel, to make him a useful man. He 
was intended and educated for secular employ, and 
he had an encouraging prospect before him, and 
many &cilities for obtaining worldly prosperity. 
But he soon manifested a distaste for business; it 
was too monotonous and mechanical; he wanted 
something more exciting and intellectual. I was 
called upon to use my influence with him for the 
purpose of urging him to throw his energies more 
fully into the duties of his trade. This I did, both 
by writing and speaking ; but it was of no use : he 
would be a doctor, and not a plane-manufacturer. 
All the money he could procure, and all the hours 
he could spare, were given to studies bearing on 
the medical profession. At length, he resolved to 
leave hosiness, and sacrifice the solid g^n for what 
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appeared to bis frienda the doubtful Buacess of a 
prdesdon^ course ; and, in directing his attention 
to surgery, he bad to encounter many difficulties, 
and to work ag^nst aJl sorts of disadrautage." 

We hare always regarded it as the heroic inci- 
dent ia the history of the lamented Dr Hope, of 
London, that, with a strong repugnance to medical 
studies, but in deference to a father's wishes, be 
not only selected medidne as his pursuit, but prose- 
cuted it BO Tigorously as to distance all his coevals. 
Gladly would we have recorded the converse 
achievement in the outset of our own hero's career: 
for we know not any finer feature of character than 
an intense dutifulness, nor any sublimer incident 
tbaa the Belf-sacrifice to which dutiful feehng has 
prompted. At such noble acts of self-conquest we 
shall not arrive till somewhat later in this narra- 
tive ; and meanwhile we must describe the subject 
of our biography as be was, and which is much the 
same as other ardent and impulsive young men 
have been. 

An uncle in Westminster bad acquired a reputa- 
tion in making carpenters' planes, and his thriving 
buuness he bequeathed to bis nephew, on condition 
that the profits of the first ten years should be 
shared with bis sisters. It was a kind arrangement, 
and gave the young man a good opportunity to 
make his own fortune, and to provide for bis 
father's family. But ha had other aepiradons. 
His older brother voyaged betwixt England and 
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India as the surgeon of the Walmer Cattle and the 
Oivm, QUmdower; and Richard, too, must needs be 
a surgeon. In his medical mania it is likely that 
be was haunted by the brilliant precedent of the 
HonterB, and, with yoath&l enthusiasm, he would 
recall the example of the young journeyman who 
quitted the carpenter's bench to become the prince 
of anatomists, and the collector of & world-famed 
museum. But Rbeece and Richard WiUituns were 
not destined to repeat the romance of William 
Hunter and his brother John. Rheece died at 
Madras, a generous and noble-hearted young man ; 
and for Richard, Qod had proTided some better 
thing than scientific reputation. 

This professional bias was fuded by a strong turn 
for letters. Our friend delighted in' reading books, 
and sometimes dreamed of making them. And in 
a learned pursuit he doubtless reckoned on a large 
amount of literary leisure. This b frequently a 
mistake. A clergyman without a congregation, a 
barrister without brieis, and a physicisji without 
patients, have abundance of leisure; but, in that 
case, there is great danger of their ceaung to be 
literary. On the other hand, a minister who enters 
heartily into bis work, a lawyer or a doctor who 
prospers in hb practice, has as little time to spare 
for his own special likings as a manutactorer or a 
merchant; and, when the daily demand on his 
energies b answered, we question if he will retain 
an equal amount of zest and spirit. In other 
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words, ahonld say of onr readers be employed in 
ipaVing planes, or in selling or wdng them, and 
ehonld they at the same time be sighing after better 
opportunity to read great authors, — we know not 
any road more royal than their present calling. 
Most likely, even now it allows them aa hour or 
two for mental improrement or intellectual relaxft- 
tion ; and, if they are diligent in tfaeir business, 
tiiere is no more le^timate way of employing their 
sanngs than in purchasing ins^ments of leisure 
for their &Torite pursuits. 

$y great exertions, Mr Williams accomplished 
a medical curriculum. He studied at UniTereity 
College, London, and at the London Hosptal; and 
having been initiated in the practical details of hia 
profeauon by a cousin in Oxfordshire, he was able 
to pass his examination in May 1841, when twenty> 
ax years of age. For some time be acted as aseiB^ 
ant to yaiious medical gentlemen at JN'orwich and 
elsewhere ; and, eventoally, his brother-in-law and 
sister, Mr and Mrs Hill, being reudent in Burelem, 
Staffordshire, sent him an invitation to come and 
settle beade them. That inritaUon he accepted; 
and, by the success with which his first cases were 
treated, he soon attracted notice, and became a 
popular practitioner, with extensive employment 
For, with an irreproachable character, pasraonately 
addicted to the noble science which was now his 
calling, carrying a prepossession in his pleasaJit 
countenance and gentle manners, prompt, punctual. 
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and affectJonately interested in his patients, and, in 
a profesuon humane and generous beyond all 
others, diBtingnished by his liberality and dis- 
intereBtednesa, — it is not wonderful that he soon 
became a favorite, and saw opening before him a 
field of abundant occupation. 

During all this interval, howerer, there was no 
religion in his virtue. Warm-hearted and manly, 
he was not devout; and, amidst all his solicitude for 
the bodily health of his neighbours, the salvation 
of their souls or of his own had never cost him a 
thought With an ardent and entbofdastic temper- 
iuneiit, he had no love for his heavenly Friend, and 
no sympathy with that philanthropy which seeks 
the eternal welfare of its objects. 

One Lord's day, a friend retaming from public 
worship called on him, and found him in his surgery 
reading a newspaper. His friend asked him if this 
were a right employment of God's day. There was 
something of rebuke in the reply : " Were my 
mind, like yours, satisfied that Christianity is trne, 
I would embrace it with all my soul, and I would 
live accordingly." His visitor felt that he was 
sincere, and could only regret that, to a nature so 
energetic, and, in many respects, so ingenuous, the 
gospel was nothing more than a cunning fable or 
a cabalistic foirmula. 
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CHAPTER II. 

9^1 Stjimmj nt Sttte §iiis. 



Hits jnercy, Lord, on me, 

A« tboa mrt ever kind ;' 
Let me, o^^rest with lotidi of gttilt. 

Thy wonted mercj find. 

Tash off m J fonl offenne, 

And alesDBe me from my rin ; 
For I ooniess my crime, and see 

How great my goilt hait been. 

Ptalm % I, 2, 8.— fradii mtd Tale. 



'When tlie Lord Jems first reTealed himielf to me, he did not 
reBBon with me sboat trath and error ; bnl he attacked me like a 
warrior, and ielled me (o the ground bj the power of his arm. — Van- 
der Kemp. 
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Thb most eventM date in a homaa hietory is the 
commenoement of its heaven-ffard career ; and, 
provided it is really to the Better Cotmtry that the 
pilgrim is traveUing, it is immaterial whether hope 
or fear had the greateBt influence on hb outeet. 
" Wherever it be^ns, every converraon ends in 
Christ. Some, like Matthetr Henry and Henry 
Martyn, may have made the transition, they scarce 
know how : but all agree to approve of God's way 
of saving sinners by Jesus Christ alone ; all desire 
to advance the glory of God their Saviour; all 
regard Christ's yoke as ea^y, and his burden aa 
light ; all combine to moam for am with deep and 
godly sorrow ; all arrive, sooner or later, at a good 
hope through grace concerning their own personal 
salvation; all profoundly revere the statutes and 
ordinances of their Lord ; all desire to spread the 
savour of his name ; all long and pray for the day 
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when tbey shall be perfect in holiness, even as 
their Father who is in heaven is perfect." • 

Xo contrast can be greater than between a 
ChriBtianity thus practical, and the ordinary course 
of the world. Such a contrast was now about to 
be exhibited in the character of Mr Williuns; and, 
from a paper in his own handwriting, we are ap- 
prised of the circumstances in which it originated. 
These are so peculiar, that some may think it 
would have been wise to suppress them. But on 
the principle of allowing the subject of this memoir 
to be, as much as possible, his own biographer, we 
could not ignore facts winch he has det^led so 
fully. They have their own Mgnifioance. They 
harmonise with the eager temperament and lively 
ima^nation of the writer. They . are not without 
their import as a contribution to spiritual patho- 
It^y. Nor should the value of the result be 
affected by the anomalies of the process. The 
last three books of The Course of Time were writ- 
ten in the inspiration of a hectic fever, and Kubla 
Khan was composed in a dream ; but they are 6ne 
poems, notwithstanding. And, even allowing that 
a good deal of the morbid and visionary may have 
mingled with higher processes at this juncture of 
Mr Williams's history, the result was a sober and 
healthful reahty. That result was, a disposition so 
devout and benevolent, a life so holy, a spirit so 
I FwttL B? the Beir. W. E. 
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self-sacrificing, tiioi, vrhat«Ter drcunutances mfty 
have attended its commencement, every Christian 
will feel that God himself wa« its Author. 

Mr Williams's mind was marked by a eertiua 
fervid exuberance. However diarming in personal 
intercourse, with a fluent pen this fulness of emo- 
tion is apt to produce redundant writing. For tbe 
sake of our readers, we shall, therefore, take the 
freedom of shortening the paragraphs, and omit- 
ting expletive words and unimportant sentences. 
Were we editing a British classic, we should not 
venture on such retrenchments ; but in the present 
case, we feel that our responsibility is for the 
author's sentiments and statements of fact, and 
that condensation is not a licence, but a duty. 
With this preliminary remark, we proceed to give 
Mr Williams's narrative of the singular illness 
which issued in his converuon. 



" I .bless God that ever I was afflicted. Not 
only do I date my converaion from my illness, bat 
I believe that this illness was designed for my con- 
Tersion. It was a seizure more remarkable than 
any of which I remember to have heard or read ; 
and, apart from the inward working of the mind, 
it presented a series of extraordinary symptoms, 
which seem to defy solntion. Myself a medical 
man, and for many years accustomed to vritness 
disease in every form, I have been able to expliun. 
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to some extent at least, almost every case ; but for 
Uie cause of my own illness, and for the explana* 
tion of its strange symptoms, my knowledge and 
means of judging fall fiir short. But whether 
mere nattural causes ocoafaoned all the bodily 
seDBations or not, scarcely signifies : the mental 
changes, I am fully assured, were altogether the 
work of God. 

" At the very outset, I should acknowledge that 
I had no previous belief in the truth of Chris- 
tianity. I viewed it sometimes in one light, some- 
times in another. I regarded it, for the most part, 
as an absurdity. At its many votaries I wondered, 
and their understaudiags I looked down upon as 
strangely deluded. I could not comprehend how 
a God should die, nor even bring my mind to 
admit that an atonement was necessary. The 
works of infidels, however, I always read with 
dissatisfaction or disgnst ; and any scurrilous at- 
tack on the faith of others I should have been 
ready to oppose. But into the truth of the ^natter 
I never thought of inquinng ; and, as &r as my 
perusal of it went, the Bible was a mere lumber- 
book. Science, literature, and my professon, 
were my whole delight ; but the truth or falsehood 
of Christianity I felt it no part of my bouuess to 
examine. 

" Of natural reli^on I had something in ley 
heart. Majay a time have I lifted my eyes from 
nature up to nature's God, and have adored his 
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excellenojr as revealed in bis beaadfol and mag- 
nifioent works. I knew mjaelf to be a creature 
sprang from Qod ; but I never dreamed that I 
waa a creature accuned before him. I knew Ood 
to be infinitelf joat ; bat I never feared that that 
justice would conmgn me to eternal misery. I 
knew that I oftentimes acted contrary to my ccm- 
sdence ; but I believed tfaat intellectual enlightoi- 
ment and the mere foroe of reasoning could carry 
hmnan nature to perfection, and place it far above 
&ie control of passioii. I deified human nature as 
capable of transcendent virtue, uid absolutely 
denied its innate corruption. I hoped that tlie 
soul was immortal, but could never feel convinoed 
that it was so ; bat as to everlasting torments, — 
I viewed the ' doctrine as sacrilege and a defama- 
tion of the justice of God. The existence of a devil 
I believed no more than any other bugbear. 

" The only inBtencea when confidence in my own 
opinions has been altogether ^aken, were, I well 
remember, moments when, without an asEognable 
reason, I have awakened &om sleep, and an inde- 
scribable awe and terror have seized on my soul, 
filUng it with undefined apprehensions of the 
future.* 

* To inch Imad momoibi doea Jue Taylor refer, in liaeii not the 
kn poatiottl becwue of their aimple traOifiiliMn :— 
" And jet, amid the hmrj, tcil, and etriie. 
The olaims, the nrgendai, Oie whirl of life, — 
The goal — perhaps in nlsnce of the iki^t — 
Hag flaahea, tiaadent interrala of light i 
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" Such is & slight pictnre of my state of mind pre- 
Tioiis to mj iUoess. ITp to the moment when it 
seized me I bad been engaged in the active duties 
of my profession. I had Tinted many patients, 
and during the evening had felt &.tigued and lan- 
guid, and anxious to seat myself comfortably in my 
arm-chair. A little after ten o'clock I saw the last 
of the persons waiting for me, and instantly I felt 
myself severely unwell. I went up-stairs, and threw 
myself on my bed. In a few minutes I felt in- 
expresubly ill. The first sensation was an amazing 
weight on the chest, with difficulty of respiration ; 
the carotids of my throat striking hke hammers 
on my head, and a feeling as though torrents of 
air were rushing into my brain, and the head were 

When tliiogi to oams, vitbout a Btutde of doubt. 

In terrible realit; itEaid onL 

Thois ludd momeate Bnddenl; preB«n( 

A gluce of tmth, as though the heaveni were rmt ; 

And throogh that chaam of pure oeleetial light, 

The fatore breaks npon tlie startled sight ; 

Life's Tun pursuits, and Time'a adTancang p«ce, 

Appeal witli dettth-bed deamoas, &ce (o luM ; 

And Immartality's eipanae sublime. 

In jnrt proportion to the speck of time : 

While Death, uprising from the silent shades, 

Sheirs his dark outline ere the vision fades ; 

In strong relief against the blaiiiig sky 

Appears the shadow as it passes b;. 

And though o'erwhelming to the daziled brain, 

TIUM are the momsnta when ths mind is sane; 

For then, a hope in heaven — the SaTioor's cnsa. 

Seem what th«j are, and all things else but dross." 

Huayt m Rhymt. 
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itself expanding. The agony became insapport- 
able, and I knocked for some one to come to me. 
Meanwhile my mind acqured a wonderful vivacity. 
Thought upon thought came pouring in with a dis- 
tinctness of apprehension, enlargement of view, and 
fMtbfuInesa of memory, ench as I never before 
experienced. A power to comprehend my personal 
identity, and to understand my relation to time and 
eternity, waa wonderfully ^ven me. The passing 
moment seemed without begimiing or end. I felt 
as though immortal faculties, immortal relations, 
were beginning to be recognised. The thought 
began to stagger me, that the hand of death was 
grasping the cords of life. With the thought, dark- 
ness — thick, palpable darkness — gathered on my 
BOuL A mountfun load seemed to crush my breast. 
It was girt as with bands of iron. My heart felt 
too big for its wonted space. A horror of anguish 
filled my whole being. Unnumbered Bioa sprang 
up before my astonished consinence, and Death in 
his terror rose up to my gaze. Look where I 
would, there was no hope. One wide, unbounded 
ocean of (hsmay and terror, lashed with tempestuous 
bowlings, roared on every dde ; and the thought of 
an offended God pierced my soul with madness and 
desptur. 

" In this state I lay for hours. Meanwhile my 
sister, alarmed by my knocking, had come and 
found me speechless. Others of my friends were 
seDt for, then medical attendance. Recourse was 
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had to remedial measures ; but I still grew worse. 
The Dight passed, and the moming found me the 
aame. A p^nfdlly Tirid conscdousness of every- 
•thiag going oo around me added greatly to my 
distrew. The first bint glimmer of light that 
broke into my aoul was when the name of Jesus 
was uttered. With Uie Tra-y thought of that name 
the ho|>e of mercy was aUied, and like a drowning 
man I olung to tiiat hope. In the agony of my 
Bonl I called upon that name; and in the mean- 
while, finding ^t one of God's servants (Mr M., 
senior) had entered the room, I felt a new hope, as 
if the very presence of a man of God was a Boorce 
of safety. He bade me look to Jesus. With the 
Tory bidding, I felt an infinite joy in so doing. 
Faith in that holy mune rapidly gained the ascen- 
dant. My darkness was turned into light, and in 
a short time I felt a sweet sense of the pardoning 
mercy of God. After this I grew better and better, 
and all my symptoms remitted, till I fdt nothing 
except the languor resulting from the Tiolence of 
my previous sufferings. 

" Towards the evening, however, a relapse took 
place, wil^ phenomena essentially different. Be- 
ginning with the same contraction of .the chest as 
before, there followed totanic spasms — a Tiolent 
jerking of the appw part of the body from mde to 
side, interrupted by quiet intervals, aonietimes by a 
complete ri^dity of the neck and spine. So sena- 
tive was I to touch, or to the impresmoa of a breath 
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of air, tliat the approacli of any one eTincing aix 
inteatioQ to diatnrb me would throw me into ooo- 
TulnoDS ; and, Bnapecting tetanus or hydrophobia, 
.^e diree medical attendants ioquired whether I 
bad been luttea by a dog, or had Buetained any 
mechanical injury. With short intermiasions, this 
state of things lasted for BucoeB^re days, till my 
strength was nearly exhausted. Towards the cIobo 
of the fourth day, and during the Buoceediog night, 
my eyes wwe upturned in theur sockets ; I retained 
not the slightest power of Tolnntary breathing ; I 
was incapable of speech ; and the attempt to swallow 
a drop of water brought on spasms which threatened 
snffocalaon. 

" Curing all this period I was possessed of per- 
fect consdousness ; nor had I any pain. The only 
punfdl sensation was the impossibility of reEosting 
tiie cohtuIutc moTomente of my body, and &e fear- 
ful constrictioDofmydiest. Atfirstlwas, asit were, 
a mere spectator and ohserTer of the symptoms — 
thinking, and even reasoning upon them ; lud when 
abstracted from their consideration, I felt tiiat I 
oould calmly meditate on God's mercies. I had 
no painful conflicts about my state, but a settled 
aeremty — a tranquillity for which I could scarcely 
account, unless from the conviction that my salvation 
was sure. But during the last night of this stage, 
I experienced wonderful evidence of a world to 
come. Mj friends were assembled at various dis- 
tances around my bed. The cortuns were drawn. 
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and a candle yielded its obscnre rays. I heard tbe 
sobbings of my relations. I knew that they looked 
on m; life as fast fleetiog. I nas myself coDTinced 
that I should not recover. I had pictured my body 
carried to the grave, and had marked in my mind's 
eye all the attendant circumstances. Mentally I 
had taken leave of earth, and I lay in perfect 
peace, assured of my salvation. A dead silence now 
reigned around ; and as I waited the moment of my 
final change, it was an intense and deeply absorb- 
ing Uiought that soon the great scene would be 
reveled. Whilst lying thus, I thought I heard a 
gentle knocking. My soul started in expectation. 
Inwardly I exclumed, ' I come, Lord Jesus I' Re- 
lapsing into quietude, I felt all but dismissed. It 
had the efTect of so far arousing me, that I got 
power to speak, and called to my kindred, who 
came around me in surprise and anticipation. I 
took leave of them. I told one to be watchful, and 
spoke to the others, till power of speech again for- 
sook me. As I lay, I drew my hand to my breast, 
to examine its beatings. I felt they were small and 
weak, and I was content, for I should soon be in an- 
other world. I was even anxious to die ; for I feared 
lest, living again, I might lose what now seemed so 
sure. Then it was that a new order of feelings 
came over me. I had the most extraordinary sense 
of the bodily presence of the Power of Darkness 
standing by the dde of my bed ; not that I imagined 
that I saw anything, but I felt as if I could have 
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put my hand on the ybtj spot wfa«re he stood, and 
I shrank irom that side with horror and loathing. 
But, blessed be God 1 on the opposite ode stood, 
equally revealed to my spiritual senses, the Power 
unto Salvation, the very embodimeDt of loye ; and to 
this I turned as to a refuge. I shrank from the Evil 
One, and poured out my prayers to Christ, whose 
protection was evident to me. Thus I lay, when, 
all of a sudden, the most brilliant light darted into 
the room, and filled me with aatomshment. Novi, 
I thought, the time is surely at hand. God is 
visibly malting manifest his approach. Quickly 
will the angels c^ God be descending, and I shall 
behold my Redeemer. By the vigor thus impuled 
I was enabled to sit np in bed, and with a feeling 
like that which Lazarus might have experienced, 
eouBcioua of a sapermdiural Presence, I called out 
to my friends, 'Did you not see the light?' Next 
minute the impression came over me that I was yet 
to live ; and at the same time, inspired with the 
certainty of knowing what I ought to take, I told 
my assistant to bring me forty drops of the tincture 
of opium, and twenty drops of the muriated Uno- 
ture of iron, and to repeat the doze every twe&ty 
minutes. After taking the first doze, I continued 
sitting in bed, feeling as though entranced; and, 
what is singular, my arms, when extended at an 
early part of the evening, had renmned so, evincing 
the cataleptic state. 1 took the second doze, and 
lay down. These doses, so large that my assistant 
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aftemards wondered what could hare possessed 
him to give them, were the means of my recoTer j. 
After a miserable interTal, during which the body 
seemed to be cnnkirig into cormption, and the mind 
itself seemed to have lost all power of joy or sorrow, 
hope or fear, a profoimd sleep closed my eyes. It 
lasted upwards of twelve hours, and, awaking as 
from a dream, there remuned no trace of my 
former state, except extreme debility. I never had 
the shghtest relapse, but made rapid progress in 
recovery." 

An interesting volume was lately pnbltehed, in 
which a Christian scholar recalls the workings of 
his mind dmnng a long period of derangement ; * 
and we believe that both science and religion ari 
eventually served by accurate statements of cases 
in which moral and physcal phenomena mingle. 
We are too ignorant of pathology to be able to 
explfun all the symptoms which Mr WilEams has so 
vividly described ; and it would be very presump- 
tuous in us to profess to aeoount for those sensa- 
tions which the patient, himself a medical man, 
modestly acknowledges as beyond the range of bis 
own experimce or reading. Yet there are one or 
two carcumstances of which an ordinary spectator 
may possibly judge aa accurately aa the patient 
himself, with all his professional training. 

for instance, it was at the close of a laborioot 

* AutnUognphj of th« Ber. William WaUcml. Bdit«il b; the 
Ber. J. St«Dg|ibm. 
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day, and when excesuTflly &t3gtied, that Mr Wil- 
liams was fint seized vitb those siognlar seiuationB 
in his head, and widi the biilliant accampanying 
ideas. Now, to laj nothing of any intermediate 
oanae, Boch as determinatioD of blood to the bnun, 
we know that excesrave application or exhaviation 
is not unfreqnently followed by umilar odd senBa- 
tions. Dr Moore mentions Ih- Isaac Watts, who, 
after great exertioa of mind, thought his head too 
large to allow him to pass oat at the study door ; 
as also the case of a gentleman who, after delirer- 
ing a lecture at the College of Surgeons, stud that 
Us head felt as if it filled the room.* With Mr 
WilUams, the sensation was " as though torrents <^ 
air were mdiing into his bnun, and the head itself 
expanding." Nor do we suppose that it is at all 
uncommon ftn- nerrous exhaustion to be followed 
by such cataleptic s^ures aa Mr Williams expe- 
lienced, when his eyes were fixed, and when he had 
lost the power of speech, as well as voluntary respi- 
ratioo-t The- " inspired certwnty" with which he 

■ TbaPowvaftheSanlareTtheBodj. Bj eeotge Moom, H.D. 
?<nrth editkoi, p. SSI. 

i- To our la; ignoranos, ths mnt peipleiiiig oomplioation of thit 
iQuau is th« tetanio mco«a vbioh muked the ucond irtage. Per- 
haps Bome li^t ma; be Ihrown oa it b; Ihs fbUoTing ooee dstajleil 
bj Dr Joseph Willisftu, who dMcrihea the patiant la t-aSermg froa 
eerebnl initatioD, loized up vith hjnteiia and Tiolant tetania 
qasBia. " She dedued the pain waa bo great that ihe ihoold go 
mad. AlamedMthetebuiita^iDploiaimateeipedaU;,! eiaiiuned 
can6iUj the thnmb and fingera, to aacertun if theae had been in. 
jnred ; inqtured minntelj if ahe had latel; pricked hec Anger, la 
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prescribed for hiniBelf the tonic opiate, need not 
surprise us. Suggested by some conBtitutional 
craving, invalids often fancy that if they could only 
obtain a given antidote, they would instantly be 
well. And they frequently are right. Sometimes 
tiiQ specific is a strange one, and would not readily 
have occurred to a man of science. In the present 
instance we presume that science would have conn- 
tersigned the patient's presmption, had it only 
known all the circumstances; but then it must be 
remembered that in the preeent instance the pa» 
tJent himself was a doctor. 

" Intense mental conceptions so strongly im- 
pressed upon the mind as, for the moment, to be 
behoved to have a real existence," are amongst the 
most frequent spectral illu^ona." As coming near 
this class, we must regard that " extraordinwy 
sense of the bodily presence of the Power of Dark- 
ness standing by the side of his bed," which filled 
the imagination of the patieot towards the close of 
his illness, as well as the brilliant light which fol- 

reMived uij blow or &11, Btating to the Mends Hist I htA aerer 
Been sach sjmptoms but There a, nerve hod been irritated. El- 
uninod the monih ; the teeth perfect, nndeojtd ; but still diH»ti»- 
£ed, I took oat m; pencil-eve aud gentlj rtmek e«ch tooth ; mk 
tapping the second superior maUr of tlie affected nde, great pain 
ensued, sjid on repeating this it wbb increased." On removing the 
tooth it trail detected that pni ms preaaing an the pal)? pcftion of 
the uerre ; aad thus incipient mania was cored, and the life of the 
patient was saved.— See Williaiiu m Insanitf, p. 230. 

* See Hibbert on. Aj^aritiou*. Abvcrombie on the Intdleetnal 
Fowera, Put 3. 
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lowed. To bystanders ' no light was Tisible, no 
presence was palpable. Unlike the voice and the 
light on the road to Damascua, which the specta- 
tors heard and saw, these manifestations were con- 
fined to the individual's own mind. 

Still these ideas were substantially correct. 
Disease might embody them in forms too material ; 
and yet they were truths. It was true that sina 
unnumbered stood chargeable ogiunst one who 
had hitherto lived without God in the world. It 
was true that God was offended, and death was 
coming. It was true that boundless dismay and 
terror environed the Christless transgressor. The 
name of Jesus had no more effect in tranquillinng 
the conscience and kindling hope than that biased 
name should ever have. And the instinct which 
shrank from the Power of Darkness and cried to 
Jesus for protection, was itself a token that a new 
life was davnting. There might be nervous exmte- 
ment, but there was also a spiritual awakening. 
There might be morbid sensations; but the per- 
vading conviction was scriptural, and the conse- 
quent change of thought and feeling was perma- 
nent. That change we shall leave Mr Williams to 
describe. 

" It was on the fifteenth day of September 1846 
that I was taken ill. It is now September 1847 
when I am vn-iting this. The dehghtful feelings of 
the first few days of convalesc^ce 1 remember 
well. Joyfully exulting m the interposition of 
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Divine Proridence and mercy, which had brought 
mfl out of thick darknesa into the glorious Ught of 
truth, O trhat a heaven flitted through my aoul I 
Holmesa with its celestjal ^<£ng seemed to tutge 
every object around me. The world was no longer 
the same world ; its people no longer the same 
beings. Myself and my fellows I no longer re- 
garded Ba creatures of a moment's duration, but 
I saw eternity impressed aa a seal on the whole 
generation of men. The oniverse was no longer 
a confdsed assemblage of indistinct parts, moving 
towards a gloomy terminns, but, as far as the 
Divine purposes were concerned, a bright whole 
of nniform perfection, and the entire expanse filled 
witii love, onbounded love. God himself seemed 
to move everywhere. All was joy to my souL I 
looked on myself as a brand plucked from the burn- 
ing, and rejoiced in the sure hope of salvation. 
Jesus was most prerioua to me, — my glory and in- 
finite joy. The Bible, hitherto a sealed book, was 
now a river of water to my thirsty soul. I was 
astounded with its contents. As I turned over its 
pages, wonder upon wonder ravished my delighted 
heart. I felt that I would care to live only for 
the sake of reading it. It was a glorious hght. 
At times its heavenly rays would subdue me into 
a mellow and peaceful benignity ; at others, rouse 
me into ecstatic bhas. Everywhere was the autho- 
rity, the love, of God recognised. Its power to 
command my obedience was as the thunder-clad 
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arm of OmnipoteBce ; and its pleading! for holi- 
nesB irere as the gentle whisperings of lore, 
to vbicb mj heart, mj mind, mj soul answered 
asaent. How I wondered at my former dark^ 
BOBS 1 How. amazed did I feel that the predooa 
fight had BO long ehone in my way, and I nerer 
had pereeived it 1 I resolved to make it tha 
absolute role of my life. 

" These first days were as tiiongh they had been 
a foretaste of faearenly peace. Never shall I forget 
my first mortifioalion at finding that mn stiU 
ffidsted within me; There had been no actaal com- 
HUttal (£ an offence that my consdence charged me 
with ; yet a sudden and nnezpected change had 
eome orer me. There was a cloudiness in my 
mind ; my Juth was dim ; my heart had oeaied to 
exnH. It was as though all had been a bright and 
l^rioos dream, imd I had now awakened to the 
stem realities of a cold and miseraUe world. 
Alas, the bitterness of that moment I I stroTe to 
reeall my hopes — ^they seemed delumon. I read 
my Bible — the Ixight revealing light which had 
heretofore almost made the rery print more dear 
was gone ; and, although I still knew it to be the 
Word of God, the page had ceased to enkindle 
rapture or insjnre emotion. I knew not how to 
jwwount for this state. I had believed that iha 
work of change and renovation had been completed, 
at least carried to so high a degrro that it was im- 
posfflble I could wilfully ran agiunst Ood again. I 
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abhorred the thought, ^et here I was in darkness, 
and sin palpably abounding in my heart How sad ' 
was the sight of myself I It was the first glimpse 
at the inherent corruption and original depravity 
of my heart. It was the first of a series of painful 
but important lessons which convinced me that God 
had only hitherto inetructed me in the first prin- 
ciples, and bud the foundation for my f^tb ; but 
that the work of grace had to be carried on, and 
an absolute change of heart effected, by many a 
severe and fiery ordeal. 

" In the course of weeks, I wa» enabled to take 
a trip into Korth Wales ; here my connexion with 
the world waa first re-established. All the avoca- 
tions of man, that were apart from lus religions 
duties, appe^ed to me to have vanity legibly 
stamped on tbem. On my route I stopped a short 
time in Liverpool, but the bustle and commotion 
excited no pleasurable sympathy ; for I felt that it 
all was vanity. The whirl, the din, the confusion, 
all told me of the world's spirit ; and in the coun- 
tenance of the busy throng I could not read one 
expre^on in unison with my own feelings, or 
which came home to my heart. At Beaumaris I 
abode at a commercial hotel, and there, in the 
presence of the usual visitants of an inn, I took out 
my Bible, glorying in the thought that I was thus 
unfurling Ghrbt's banner. One of the company 
entered into conversation, and boasted of his reU- 
^oua acquiutioDB, and of the high position be held 
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in tlte church to which he belonged as teacher and 
deacon. But gradually he drank to inebriation. 
I waa glad to find a room to myself, and in dejec* 
tioD to ponder over this first instance of a false 
professor. 

" My stay in North Wales, especially my yisit 
to Llanbem and Snowdon, afforded my mind the 
healthful occupation of contemplating and adoring 
God as revealed in his works. To me the God of 
natore and the God of rerelation now were one, 
and I began more sensibly to feel the relation 
wherein we stand to God by the conjoint link of 
creation and redemption. How glorious to know 
that a pathway had been opened for the rebellions 
nnner to the faTor of the great Eternal, whose 
band bad formed the mighty fabric of the universe, 
and who bad given the being and life we enjoy, but 
from whom I had so long been severed, and to 
whom I bad never felt my relation, nor acknow- 
ledged my obedience I But the great Eternal was 
now the Lord my God ; and I, the creature of his 
hand, could, through the Bedeemer, look up and 
believe that the Power which guided the planets in 
their coarse would direct me in all my ways, and 
preserve me by bis providential care. I felt Uiat 
he bad first loved me. I felt that God so loved 
the world as to ^ve his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever beiieveth in him should not perish bnt 
have everlasting life. I felt that it is tbo First and 
the Last who there expresses his care for all the 
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ibniily of man, indaduig mjeelf, a vorm so imigni- 
Ja.cajiL At that, mercy I could only wonder and 
adoret and, with faint conoc^tiwa of Iub love and 
^race, I could but humble myself :before him." 
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CHAPTER III. 

£tti>tin 6tjimmt nlr Sitfihtss. 



HiBCT Mid Tra(h, that Img vbm iiiiu'd, 

Kaw joffnlly aie met; 
Sweet peace and righteouEnen bne kin'd. 

And hand in haiul &re Mt. 

Tmth from the earth, like to a fltnrer. 

Shall tmd and bloeeom then; 
And jiutiee &om her hearml; boirer 

Look down on mortal men. 

PtiOm Uxxr. 10, U.—XiUon. 



I fear Out much <tf m; baokvardnen in ipiritual matters maj be 
imputed to m; orerlooking bo mnch the vork of tlie Spirit of Qod in 
the plan oT s&lTBtJon. And oh I how importuit is Hia work t To 
open the ejea, enlighten the understanding, soften the heart, remove 
pregndieee, " ahed abroad the lore of Qod abondantlf in the heart," 
to " witnesB with onr ^irit that we are the Bon> of God," to " help 
our infinoilieB," to "eeal ns unto the da; of redemption. " — Sev, J. 
Macdonalti of CatetOta. 
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Thkbb is such a thing as a deDominatioiuil zoology. 
There is a cert^n temperament, there are certiua 
mental tendencies, from which, if a man is not con- 
tent to remain a Presbyterian in Scotland or an 
Episcopalian in England, it may be predicted which 
other section of the Christian community he will 
join. The Wesleyan body is the great absorbent 
of warm hearts and fervid spirits. In the fr». 
quency of ite devotional meetings, in die frankness 
and unreserve of its Christian intercourse, in the 
vigor of its responses and the soaring rapture of its 
hymns, and in the benevolent vivacity which finds a 
post and an employment for every member, it meets 
many cravings of the young and ardent convert Is 
he crying, in the gladness of bis soul, " Sing aloud 
unto God our strength : make a joyful noise nnto 
the God of Jacob " f Alike in the cathedral and the 
conventicle, he is apt to be depressed by an organic 
solo or a rueful dirge ; but escaping to the Metho- 
dist meeting, he finds their "glory" all " awake :" 
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they are "t^ng the psalni,andbringing Hie pleasant 
Iiarp with the paalteiy , and blowing up the trumpet," 
and with exulting livalry, " y oung men and maidens, 
old men and children," are pruuog the Lord. In the 
eagerness of first lore b be esclfuming, " Come and 
bear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 
he hath done for my soul I " But nobody will stop 
to listen ; and so, for an audience he is driven away 
to the lore-feaat or claBs-meeting, In the exuber- 
ance of a newly-awakened zeal, would he like an 
outlet for hie energies, a field of Christian actiTity 1 
In the sanctuary which he has hitherto frequented 
he feels himself a cipher. He has never been in- 
Tited to engage in any scheme of usefulness, and, 
except the neat and noiseless sexton who bows him 
into his pew, no one seems to know him. But be 
has sot worshipped three Sabbaths with the Metho- 
dists when he is recognised and accosted, and three' 
months have not passed before be is installed in the 
Sunday-school, or with a bundle of tracts and a roving 
commission is sent out into the highways and hedges. 
The portrait of the great founder on the wall, a 
box for Wesleyan missions on the -mantel-shelf, 
placards of the next anniversary in the shop win- 
dow, the occasional dropping in of a brother during 
the day with friendly inquiry as to his health of 
■oul, hearty band-shakings at the evening prayer- 
meeting, and a vesper stanza from the consecrated 
hymn-book, all betoken the activity, the brotherly- 
kindness, and the cheerful piety ia the midst of 
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iriiich the young Tfaeophilus has found his ecoleu- 
aetJcal habitation and his congenial home. 

The society which has yielded a logician so 
acute as the younger Treffry, and a systematist 
so masterly as Bichard Watson, to say nothing of 
a scholar so erudite as Adam Clarke, — such a «>• 
dety cminot be reproached with the lack of Bibhoal 
OF theological learning. Kevertheloas, the lovers 
of metaphysical diTinity and Scriptural exposition 
will not be apt to join a community whose migra- 
tory ministers and perpetual ez^tement make it 
a church upon wheels. Wesleyan Christianity is 
emotional and experimental ; it has no attraction 
for serere reasoners and abstract speculators ; nor 
is it adapted to spirits sedate or sombre. Its 
ready-made materials are the men of feeling ; the 
sanguine, the impnhave, and enthusiastic natures, 
whom the grace of God makes the best evangel- 
iets, and the kind, humane, and homely natures 
whom the same grace converts into the salt of our 
English factories, the hving epistles of such rural 
neighbourhoods as are blessed with their pre- 
sence. And although the predommance of the 
emotional element in Wesleyan membership is not 
without its inconvenience and its penis; although 
it aggravates the task of the governing body, and 
renders periods of internal commotion vehement 
and almost volcanic ; BtJil, in the normal state of 
the society, it gives a peculiar animation to the 
serrices of its sanctuaries, and an intenBity to its 
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missionary zeal, far beyond the proportion of most 
of the other ChristJan commnnities ; and from what 
we know of his ardent temperament, we cumot 
wonder that the Wesleyau Society was the church 
which, after his conversion, Mr Williams joined. 

The last chapter left him on a tour of Korth 
Wales. A short journey re-established his health, 
and he returned to Burslem to receive a warm wel- 
come from former patients and friends. We shall 
DOW resume his own narrative : — 

" I sought to become connected with the visible 
Church of Chiist. Previous to my illness I had 
for nearly twelve months attended divine service 
at the Wesleyan chapel, owing to the esteem I 
eatertiuned for the abilities and eloquence of the 
ministers then laboring in the circuit But I 
never looked on myself as a Methodist, nor pro- 
fessed to belong to any church. In my early years 
I had with my pareote attended the tabernacle of 
the Independents, and as I grew older I occa- 
nonally went to the Established Church. When a 
student in London, except when some popular 
clergyman attracted my notice, I generally Sth- 
sented myself entirely from public worship. In 
those days I should have scorned the thought as 
an insult to my understanding, bad it been sug- 
gested that I might some day join the Methodist 
Society. For them, of all sects, I had the greatest 
distaste, and they were a by-word and a reproach 
ia my mouth. However, from many opportunities 
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of jud^g of one indiTidnal tunongst them — the 
same who proved such a friend during my illness— 
I bad arrived at a much more elevated opinioa of 
ChriBttan integrity and worth than I had ever 
entert^ed before ; and now gratitude aa well as 
high respect bound me to the Wesleyan Church 
through him. Beudes, their ferrent seal for the 
cause of God was attractive to my now roused 
feelings. I defdred that every creature should 
rejoice in the glorious tidings revealed to my- 
self, and could have wished for a trumpet tongue 
to echo salvation over the length and breadth of 
tha earth. 

" Accordingly, on the 29th of November 1846, 
I presented myself at one of Uie class meetings, the 
leader of which was my already tried fHend, and 
received a ticket on trial. The minister was pre- 
sent that evening, and, besides giving expression to 
that presence of God which he enjoyed in his own 
soul, he addressed interrogatories, counsel, admoni- 
tion, and encouragement to each one of us. With 
our veteran leader I was delighted ; such was the 
honest truthfulness of all he said, and such the 
evidence he afforded of Hving in very near com- 
munion with God in Christ Jesus. However, there 
were feelings in my breast which I little expected 
to find there. That pride which depreciates the 
understanding of others and exalts our own, and 
which so abounded in my secret thoughts and 
actions before my conversion, I found sensibly 
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existing now. I tried to conquer it, but it was not 
yet oTerthrown. It was the intrenched fortress of 
the enemy, from which he could issue at any 
unguarded moment, and lay waste my peace of 
mind. Many have been his triumphs. Many a 
time has he taken me captive at his will; but I 
feel (hat I shall be more than conqueror through 
Him that loved me, and shall finally sing the glorim 
of Him that giveth us the victory. 

" As I became better acqutunted with the so<nety, 
I found that its doctrines and organisation wonder- 
fully coincided with my diuly increasing knowledge 
of the Scriptures, and with the teaching which God's 
Spirit imparted to me. I found it was God's will 
that I should be associated with one indtvidaal who 
served God in spirit and in truth ; but, alas ! how 
immeasurably distajit was the period when I could 
hope to he thus fervent in spirit, serving the Lord I 
Day by day I found fresh evidence of the depravity 
of my evil heart. I certainly felt an earnest deore 
after righteousness; hut my religion, I soon per- 
ceived, was too much characterised by fits and 
starts, too much influenced by circumstances and 
occasions. It was too much a religion of emotions 
and feelings ; and in the brief space of a single day 
there were intervals of negligence and apathy, when 
worldly avocations darkened my mind ; and when 
the hour of prayer arrived, the burden of my anB 
bore heavily on my heart. 

" The most striking instance of the revealment of 
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myself, in all my BpirituBl deBtitudon, occurred some 
months ^ter my converaioii. For some time there 
bad been a fearful confiict going on — decree to do 
ihe will of God, on the one part, and yet a total 
incapacity to make good my intentionB. I perceived 
an increasing helplessnees — a powerleesneas and in- 
ability to munt^ a nngle resolution. The family 
deTotaons I had instituted I felt abaotutely inad^ 
qnate to perform. My prayers were without fer- 
Tency. I could scarce find language for tJie most 
ordinary sentimenti and I was utterly ashamed and 
confounded at myself. The profewdon of lehgion 
in such circumstances seemed impossiblef and I was 
dispirited at the prospect of attending my claas, 
where I could only expose the porerty and listless- 
ness of my mind. I was ready to despiur, and give 
up the whole. The secret of it all was not then 
known to me. I had yet to learn a most important 
lesson, which was, that I had been hitherto trusting 
to my own strength, and bad not recollected how, 
without the aid of God's Holy Spirit, I could not 
perform one duty aright. 

" For weeks — I may say for months — ^it continued 
thus. Yanous temptations came in my way, and I 
felt that I had repeatedly «nned a^^mst God. My 
soul became darker and darker, and in deep trouble 
I groaned and wept over my sad condition. Doubts 
assuled me as to the truth of all; but these I re- 
pelled with amazement and horror. There was 
still an inward sincenty of heart in seeking after 
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God; and hour after hour, on my bended knees, 
did I seek his help, but without any perceptible 
progress in inward holiness or spiritual enlighten- 
ment. 

" The climax of this condition was attained on a 
Sunday night. I had spent part of the Sabbath 
carelessly, and my conscience was heavily laden 
with sin. My household had retired to rest, and I 
was left alone. I was disposed to follow their 
example, but I was not prepared to commit myself 
in prayer to God. I felt no inclination for it ; but 
to go to bed without prayer was impos^ble. I 
therefore sat down and tried to read. However, 
my thoughts would not permit me to go on with 
the book, and I was compelled to desist. I was now 
^tting in what I may term a sullen moodiness. 
There was a heavy weight on my heart, and a 
ternble darkness began to throw its shadows around 
me. I began to be alarmed at my position ; I was 
staggered at my callousness and insenwhility. My 
convictions I retained in full force, but I felt that I 
was without religion. God seemed at an infinite 
distance. An abyss of darkness intervened between 
bim and my soul. The thought that I was forsaken 
by the Spirit of God, and abandoned to a reprobate 
heart, took possession of my mind ; and, looking to 
the future, I saw how different were now my hopes 
and prospects. I lay full length on the hearth-rug, 
in absolute despair. At length I tried to pray, bat 
laj lips refused their office : pray I could not. I 
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felt that I bad now a real foretaste of hell, for I 
was withoat God and without hope. Hoars rolled 
away, and I loathed myself, and abhorred the pic- 
ture of my own heart which I now beheld. I made 
renewed efforts at prayer, and determined that, if 
I could express no more, I would repeat the pub- 
lican's petition, ' God be merciful to me, a sinner.' 
I did so. Though it was the depth of winter, the 
moming's light broke in whilst I was still engaged 
in ferrent supplication. I acknowledged my guilt ; 
I pleaded the blood of Christ ^ed for me ; I sued 
for mercy ; but no consolaUon was afforded, and, 
quite exhausted, I retired to bed. There I renewed 
my prayer, imd while so doing I fell asleep. Shortly 
after, I awoke, and, kneeling by my bed-sdde, I be- 
sought the Lord for a ray of heavenly light. Still 
without a satisfactory sense of God's love, I rested 
ag^ for a abort time ; and, on awaking, a flood of 
holy joy and peace burst in. God was present to 
my soul, and his love was manifest to a degree more 
rapturous than I had ever before experienced, I 
praised, I adored, I blessed my Kedeemer. 

" From this time I began to understand more 
fully, or rather it was now that I b^an to under- 
stand at all, the nature of the human heart in its 
unregonerate state, and what are the glorious 
changes to be expected from redeeming grace. I 
]>erceiTed what a vitally important part in the work 
of redemption pertains to the Holy Spirit, and that 
every change, and each step in the way of holinees. 
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is effected by his agency ; and this, too, in com- 
pliance with an earnest desire, and in answer to 
fervent prayer. A moat abhorrent picture of my- 
self had been set before me, and I felt that it was 
just what I should bo were the Spirit of God with- 
drawn. Hence there was notbing for self-righteous- 
ness to build upon, and all pride was utterly con- 
founded. The glory of my salvation belonged only 
to the Redeemer — to God manifest in Christ Jesus ; 
and every grace was furnished through him, and 
imparted by the Spirit of Grace. To mo no- 
thing remfuned but humility, and prayer, and 
pnuse. Self was prostrato ; Christ was magnified. 
Hitherto I had believed in Christ, but now I began 
to see what faith in Christ really meant. It was 
no longer the mere belief of assent, but the belief 
of trust; no longer a dead, but a living and 
working f^th. I had now no remote nor indefinite 
object to attun, but an immediate advantage to 
pursue. Glorious as was the thought of an ulti- 
mate salvation, it could scarce afford an impulse so 
quickening as the conviction that holiness of heart 
and the peace of God might be obtained in this life, 
and an absolute change of being be even now 
effected. Here was scope enough for all diligence, 
and for the fervency of prayer. 

" For clearness I shall repeat the knowledge I 
now gained. I had fancied that in the change 
wrought upon me at my conversion, the vile con- 
dition of my heart would .have been altogether 
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amended aod rectified ; and I anticipated nothing 
bnt purity of thoaght and conformity to God. 
Disappointed in this, I began to doubt if thfl 
change I bad undergone were sufficient, and when 
I found that sin had still dominion otot me, I was 
almost tempted to mistrust the power assigned to 
religion. But when I knew mj heart better, I 
perceived that I had never been truly self-abased, 
nor brought into a subjection to God snfGcientiy 
lowly. But now that I knew that the very essence 
of my nature was sin in God's sight, in that Tory 
^scovery there was laid the foundation for building 
a holy temple unto God. I now felt an enmity to 
the flesh which warred agunst the spirit, and I 
eould DOW with delight and comfort seek the aid 
of God in the contest. The light of hie counte- 
nance shone upon me; his Word grew precious 
to me; and with the knowledge that his Spirit 
helpeth our infirmities, I trust to set about the 
work of ordering all things rightly in his mght 
more seriously than ever." 

The grace which he coveted was granted, and 
the career of Mr Williams was henceforth marked 
by warm and consistent piety. In bis profession 
more popular than ever, and, owing to bis humane 
and disinterested exertions, in great request among 
the poor, he often seized the opportunity to urge 
on their attention the interests of their never-dying 
souls. His faithful counsels and exhortations were 
frequently crowned with success ; and long before 
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he had thoughto of laboring abroad, he had be- 
come a medical missionary at home. In the year 
when Burslem vaa visited hj cholera, the success 
of his treatment ent^ed on him an enormous pres- 
sure of employment ; but, even amidst all the toil 
and hurry of that anxious season, he found time to 
pray with the sick, and to point them to the Lamh 
of God who taketh away the sins of the world. In 
his manner there was something very softening and 
assuring, as well as very impressive ; and in re- 
peated instances he had reason to hope that his 
" labor was not in vain in the Lord." Several de- 
parted declaring that their only conlidence was in 
the merits and mediation of that Saviour to whom 
he had directed their dying eye ; and in the 
memory of many of bis patients he still lives as the 
good physician who strove so earnestly for the cure 
of " all th^ diseases." 

One field of his usefulness must not be forgotten. 
He was in the habit of visiting the barracks at 
Biirslem, and distributing tracts to the soldiers. 
In two instances, at least, he succeeded in re- 
awakening religious impressions; and the men 
whom he then induced to join the Wealeyan 
Society still maintain their steadfastness. With 
one of them, after he left Burslem, Mr Williams 
kept up an affectionate correspondence; and we 
may transcribe a few sentences &om the first of 
his letters ; — 
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'StntOJOt, April 26, 1800. 

..." Remember, my brother, that it is » 
matter of very little conseqaence what form our 
trials take. To the migodly, afflictions are indeed 
vezatjons ; but although to the Christian they are 
grieTona, yet they are cheerfully to be submitted 
to, rejoicing that we are counted worthy to Buffer 
as sons, and that our heavenly Father chasteneUi 
ns for onr profit. The Lord give ns more faith 
and love I Seek, my dear brother, erer to have 
feUowehip with God the Father and Qod tiie Son 
in the Spirit, and let the thonght of soch amazing 
privilege raise and ennoble yoor affections, whilst 
yon grow indifferent more and more to worldly 
hopes and worldly fears. Set all your affections 
on tlungs above, and decUre in the face of all men 
that here yoa are but a pilgrim and sojonraer, as 
were all your fathers in the ffuth before you. 
When you find your heart oppressed, bethink you 
of the glorious reward Christ will give to all his 
tempted but faithful followers, who shall all come 
to the place of their rest through much tribula- 
tion. 

" The Lord bless you, my dear brother. Yoa 
must endeavour to beat up recruits and enlist them 
into tbe service pf the great and glorious King of 
kings, the blessed and only Potentate. Shew 
every man who doubts your being appointed on 
such service the «gn-manual of yoor Captain him- 
Belf, — ' The Spirit and the Bride say, Come ; imd 
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let him that heareth say. Come.' You have heard 
aDd receired the words of eternal life: therefore 
take up your ctosh, follow your crucified Master, 
and share his reproach and sufferings. 

" From your mncerely affectionate brother in 
the Lord, " R. Wzllums." 

On the principle indicated in the close of thia 
letter, Mr WilUams was already acting. He 
opened rooms ia sereral neglected districts of the 
town, and as many as could be induced to attend 
he exhorted with much power and tenderness to 
flee &om the wrath to come. A marked impres- 
aoa was often produced; and an eye-witness 
informs us that from these labors " a few of the 
most useful men have been r^ed up, and are 
following his way of kindness to the souls and 
bodies of their neighbours." 

Mr Williams was thus gradually drawn into the 
work of a home missionary. He enjoyed it ex- 
ceedingly. It was &a outlet for eJI the energies of 
his eager and benevolent nature, and the impre»- 
won freq^uently produced was a delightful recom- 
pence, and cheered him to proceed. He began to 
feel that in such labors he woold ftun " spend and 
be spent; " and belonging to a community in which 
evangelistic effort has been an almost inTariable 
result from personal piety, it is not wonderful that 
his thoughts began to be directed towards the 
misraonary enterprise. Just as bis thorough-going 
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eDthn^asm at a former period had forced its way 
from tlie workshop to the college, so now the 
sune fervor, intenafied and consecrated, was 
urging him out into the field of the world ; and, 
although in a quarter little expected, a door was 
aboat to open. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^t Piiim. 



Bmxm, might; Qod, on Britain ihiiw, 

With 'beams of henail; gnee ; 
BeT«Al (h; power thrangh all oar ooaila. 

And ahew tli; smiling face. 

Than iluU titj name, from shore to shorB, 

Sound all tJie caith abroad. 
And diitant nadona knov and lore 

Their Savour and thcdr CKkII 

Ptalm IxriL 1-3.— WalU. 



If the lore of Chriat, above e>er;tMng else, does not constrain as 
to engage in the misdonar; vork, earel;, instead of finding happi- 
neaa, of all pemms we ahall be the most miserable. —Oordon Mall. 
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Thbkb was a GhriHtian officer of the British N&vj, 
whose attention had been especially directed to the 
Soath American Indians. He was peculiarly pre- 
possessed in favor of the Araucanian tribes in 
Bolivia and La Plata, and at great personal hazard 
he undertook repeated journeys of exploratjoa 
among them. His object was to discover an open- 
ing for the introduction of the gospel; but he 
found them so suspicions of strangers, and on 
every side so hemmed in by Spanish Popery, that 
he was shut np to the conclusion that httle could 
be effected till the local governments became more 
tolerant, and a better understanding was estab- 
lished betwixt the independent Indians and their 
white neighbours. 

. However, one region appeared more practicable. 
This was the extreme south of the American main- 
land. There were no Romish priests in Patagoniaf 
and. scarcely any commencement of European aet- 
tlementd. The Fatagonians were a race of good 
itapacity ; and should the truth once find a lodgr 
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inent amongst them, it was hoped that it might be 
thence transmitted to the northward, without need- 
ing to cross the barrier which Popery had thrown 
around the coast. 

Full of his benevolent project, CaptEun Gardiner 
came to England. He succeeded in indoctrtaatiDg 
with his views a few friends, and inspired them 
with a measure of bis own enthusiasm. So intent 
was he on the execution of bis plan, and so secure 
of its ultimate success, that he was willing to de- 
vote to it not only his life and his property, hut he 
proposed to take with him bis wife and fiunily, and 
establish bis future home in Patagonia. 

Meanwhile, a small committee was formed at 
Brighton, with Sir Thomas Blomefield as the 
treasurer; and in December 1844, Cc^tua Gar- 
diner, accompanied hy Mr Hunt, a missionary 
catechist, set eiul for Cape Gregory. But the 
experiment f^ed. The inveterate tJiieving pro- 
pensities of tbe natives, and the daily increasing 
risk of violence, rendered a longer sojourn on shore 
impossible ; and after a month of anxiety and dan- 
ger, the Captwn and his companion were glad to 
take refuge on ship-board, and return to England. 

What he bad experienced at Cape Gregory, 
convinced Captiun Gardiner that it would not be 
safe for any mismonary party to put itself entirely 
in the power of the natives. And, therefore, he 
proposed a scheme which he hoped would aeoure 
them in case of danger. He recommended that a 
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decked boat ahoold be prorided, into which the 
missioiuriea might retreat when needful ; and, aa 
&rther researohei had led him to prefer Tierra del 
Faego to the Fatagonian mainlaod, in this vessel 
thej woold be able to follow, frosi island to ialaad, 
the migrations of the restless inhabitants, 

Earl; in 1648 a tiial waa made ; but so imper- 
fect were the means at the disposal of Captiun 
Gardiner, that he found it impossible to perserere. 
Accordingly, he aguo retomed to England, nowise 
daunted by hia repeated disappcnatmenta, and con- 
fident of triumph could he only command the 
requirate appliances. But two apparent fuluree 
were trying to the zeal of his most sanguine sup- 
porters, and the mission was not of that magni- 
ficenl kind which lays hold of romantic sympathies. 
There was little attraction in a few dim and oozy 
islets away at the world's end ; and, to many, the 
very name of a " Patagonian " misuon suggested a 
sort of pious Quixotiam. Bendes, it waa not on- 
fiurly ai^ed, Why waste the Church's resources 
on a handful of savagea, when the millioos of India 
and China hare snch a prepollent cbum t 

But the South Ametican Indians had smzed the 
inu^nation and the heart of Captain Gu-diner, 
and he would allow his fiiends no rest till they 
gave him a fair and Goal opportunity. Far away 
as Fuegia was, and few as were its hungry bar- 
buians, he could plead their relative importance. 
Guiana excepted, of all that mighty continent no 
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other spot was accessible to Protestant misuonB. 
It was the Gibraltar of the Soutii Fai^c, and it 
was of no sm^ consequence to our mariners to 
people with fiiendly occupants the Straits of 
Magellan and the coasts in the rear of Cape Horn. 
Above all, it was the only avenue attainable to the 
vast tribes of the interior — the tenants of the 
Andes, and the fierce nomads of the Pampas ; and 
■as Popery had closed the main gates against the 
gospel, it was of paramount urgency to seize and 
keep open this postern. 

The representations of this heroic evangeHst 
again produced their imprea^on, and his own self- 
devotion was more affecting than any argument. 
He put liis life into the venture ; others gave 
their money; one lady coutributed a thousand 
pounds; a new committee was constracted; meet- 
ings were held ; circulars were issued. Two 
launches, twenty-dx feet long, were built, the one 
as a floating mission-house, the other as a store- 
ship and magazine, with two small boats as tenders. 
An advertisement was inserted in the religious 
newspapers inviting catechists to join the expedi- 
tion ; and for the manning of the boats, a few suit- 
able seamen were selected.* 

* A. fall sccoimt of Ihese prooeedingB vill be fbond in the " Nar- 
ratiTe af Hiaaionu7 Effort in South Amarios," bj the Bev. Qeorge 
Fakanham Despaid, B.A. Foe nunj interesting details the editor 
it tim indebted to an obliging oomnnuiicaUon from AicliiUtld 
Taclur lUlchie, Esq., of LiTerpooI, Ur Pakenham'a able and ardent 
prede«»[ir in the Seoretaiiat of the Patagonian Uieuonarj Sooiety. 
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It waa to this adTertJsement tliat the eye of 
Mr Wiliiama wan provideiitially directed, and be 
answered it in the following lettor addroBsed to 
Captiun Gardiner : — 

" BuHSLEM, May 17, 18Sa 
" Sm, — Having obBerred in the Watchman of 
the current week an adTertisement for a lay mia- 
sionary to Tierra del Fnego, I beg leave to request 
farther particnlars in reference to tbe misuon, and 
to be furnished with spedfic information as to the 
qoalifications required in tbe individual presenting 
himself. 

" The advertisement has struck me as present- 
ing a angular opportunity of reali^g hopes 
which have been long indulged, — namely, of devot- 
ing my whole life and services to the cause of God. 
Were I to engage in such a duty, it would not be 
because of any necesdty to seek a livelihood, as I 
am already provided with a profession, and in the 
enjoyment of an income therefrom adequate to my 
necessities and wishes. Indeed, if I sought for an 
engagement in connexion with such an arduous 
enterprise, I should do it with a full conBciousness 
of its requiring a sacrifice of all worldly and tem- 
poral good, ancerely reckoning all such loss to be 
gMD, and, I hope, ready also to put even life in 
jeopardy that I might serve Christ, and be in bis 
hand an instrument, however humble, to advance 
his dominion. 
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" I will juat state a few particulars oonoenung 
myself;— 

" I am, I humbly trust, a converted man, having 
received the grace of God which bringeth salvation, 
littie more than three years, — ^previous to which I 
had been a sceptic and deiet. 

" I belong to the Wealeyan Methodist commu- 
nion, and am a local preacher and chiss leader. 
From the time of my conver^on, and vrith an 
ardent de^e to promulgate the truths which so 
deeply affected my own heart, I have been acting 
on the principle of a home misaouu-y, convening 
the poor together, and exhorting them to receive 
Christ; and Ood has acknowledged and blessed 
my labors to the conver^on of some, if not many, 
souls. 

" My profesBion is that of surgeon, which I 
have been practising in this town with, I believe, 
cre<Ut, and the esteem of my fellow-townsmen. I 
am single, and just arrived at my thirty-third 
year. X may add that I have been io practice on 
my own account for nearly ftve years." 

This letter was favorably received. The com- 
mittee satisfied itself as to Mr Williams's personal 
worth -and general qualifications; and, having 
passed satisfactorily an examination in theology, 
be was appointed, Mong with Mr Miudment, a cate- 
chist in the Fnegian Mission. 

In taldng this step, Mr Williams relinquished a 
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fl^d income, and postponed for a long period 
Bome cherished prospects. Kor was it a slight 
trial to hie tender and affecdooate spirit to part 
with 80 many loved friends and retatjres. But 
happily, after his Berricea were accepted, so short 
a period elapsed till he found himself on ship-board, 
that there was no time for protracted partings or 
sorrowful musings. Before he could dispose of his 
practice, or go to bid farewell to some of his near- 
est kindred, the lime of embarkation had arriTed, 
and it required hb best speed to reach liverpool 
before the sailing of the Ocean Queen. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Tbi ttmn a ehaagfii into & mbn 

At Hii oommud and vill ; 
Bo tbat the wares, vhioh raged before, 

Haw quiet *r« and >(ilL 

Then are thej glad, becaaae at reet. 

And qniet now thej be : 
Bo to the haven He titam biingi. 

Which the; dedred to see. 

i^olm orii. 20, aO.—SmlA Vtrttaa. 



These difficulties ace nothing in realitr. He that has an ohjeot in 
view BO eioiting ae the aoqniation of ahilitj to preadi Chiiat to the 
heatlien, ploda along vithont one thought of wearineaa or inODDveni- 
ence; loring to tread the rough Atrrowa, because he seea them etrewn 
with the premise of man; a sheaf. — Bev, Wiltiam Arihvr. 
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Trai partings were mostl;' over beforehand, snd 
the tranquillity and content of its aatnnm were 
filling the air of England on the day when the 
pilgrims left it. And the peace of God was keep- 
ing their tainds. Mr Eitchie, the early and ardent 
promoter of the mission. Mid a few other friends, 
accompanied them to the ship, and, from the cheer- 
fulness of the Toyagers, augored the best for the 
suocesB of their expedition. They conndered their 
preparations complete, and with hearta strong and 
hopeful, they bore away down the Mersey.* 

* Viaa Ut Sitoble'i wmmimlcation, alread; mgntlon«i, ir« auiy 
give the folknriog ptutimlan of the last hour at IdTerpool. Oapt^ 
OMdiDBT had not ;et readied the reeael, irMoh «aa atrcadj varidng 
ontofdodii " I endeavoured, however, to iraproTe tbe precdoDB mo- 
lunti bj MitTuig an a omiTsnntiDii from the vhaif with onl friends 
SB the poop-deok, vhovBte dnued in their wa-goln g gmibt, and pro- 
tMtod&omafaot September BOD brbroad-biimmed'KimbreioB.' The; 
MMaed fldl of liope, and animated bf A high and holy leol fiv the great 
eatue on vhieh the; were abont to proceed ; and, jndglng froln thedr 
healthful animated looka, the; *ae u well adapted ai anj men ever 
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During the voyage, as well as afterwards in 
the place of his destination, Mr Williams kept a 
copious journal. This companion of bis wander- 
ings, and confidant of all his musings, has survived 
many perils, and been sent home to its author's 
'family. From its daily records we gather the 
following account ^f the voyage : — 

" Saturday, September 7, 1850. — Came on board 
the Ocean Queen at eleven a.h. At noon hauled 
out of the Brimswick Dock Ba^, and taken in tow 
by steam-tug. 

" Fairly on board and standing out for the wide 
ocean, how vaned were the emotions felt I But the 
one above all others was a sense of joy at the cer- 



-WBTS for the &tignee and. privationa which Btared tliem in tiie &ce." 
" When Captain Qaidiner arrived, I porticularlf remember asking him, 
vith that finnknesB wliich became our intJina'?, for haw longBpenod 
be conaidered tbe proviuons be wa» taking would aerve (be part; ; to 
which he replied, ^ Aboat aix months after arriT&l, e^en allowing 
veeatcbno&abnnrkillan; gaiae.' I eiprsaaed my regret tbst he 
had not taken a twelvemonth's proviaion at once, especiall; when be 
«a> aware of iliedifBoolty, ifiiotinipractieabiIit7,ofbereaftfir landing 
onf at tbe mienon,— owners not wishing to allow their Teesela to 
deflect &om tbdr Gomse, to toach at so dangerous a ooast as Tierra 
del Pn^o. On tbia he gave me explanattoiu,— bued on the state of 
the Ainda of the Uiasian, the oertajnty of damage by wet and damp, 
and the expoanre to robber; b; the natives, — which, no donbt, were 
perfaotlj satiBAictory to bimself, and mngt also have been so to me, 
for I thought little farther on the snbject. Shortly afterwards, 
about noon, the Octan Quetn was waiped tbiougb the gates, and, 
following her tng-ateamer, swam noblf down tbe vassal river, amid 
ebeeiB &om the iner-hcad, mach augmented b; the nnmenmi fiiaids 
of the San Prandsco emigrante, and the response &om on board, nn- 
til at length she woa lost in tbe haze." 
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taintj of DOW being actually eng^d in the great 
work of making known the Saviour of the world, 
and that, too, to a poor benighted people — a race 
of aav^es. 

" Now for the first time I saw those who were 
to be my companions in the work of faith. These 
I found (be^des Captain Gardiner) con^ted of my 
fellow catechist Mr Maidment, Joseph Erwin, ship- 
carpenter, and our three boatmen from Mousehole, 
near Penzance, — John Badcock, John Bryant, John 
Pearce. 

" The vessel is bound for San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, being 568 tons burden, commanded by 
Captain H. S. Cooper, and carrying, besides our 
own party, a lady and gentleman from LiTCrpooI, 
with their children and two servfuite, and four 
German Jews. 

" Suridat/, Sfepfemfier 8. — Captain Gardiner con- 
ducted services in the cabin, morning and night ; 
but I could not venture to be present, — as yet un- 
able to bear the motion below. 

" I have much enjoyed the day, and felt much 
of the goodness of God whilst pondering on my 
situation. However, I can scarcely reaUse the 
actuality of my position and this novel change so 
suddenly brought about. — My poor dear friends 1 

" Thursday, Septemb^ 12. — 1 have now had time 
to see something of my associates. The more I see 
of Captain Alles Gardiner, the more I admire his 
character. Day by day h© opens up before ine in 
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some new and pleauag light. I am sore ho will 
gun not oal^ on mj esteem, bat aim on my aSoo- 
tiona. Every morning he reads a chapter and ex- 
pounds it, and then prays. In the evening I or my 
fellow-catechist read the Scriptures and pray. I 
am greatly pleased and deiive much edification 
from the enlightened and troly Bpiritual character 
of the Captain's observations on the Scriptures, and 
the unction which accompanies his prayers. 

" One of our boatmen, John Pearce, ia ill with 
continued fever, contracted before he left borne, 
where fever was prevailing. He. felt indisposed for 
a day or two before be came on board. May God 
preserve him to ns, and enable me to act judidously 
in the treatment of his case I 

" Tuesday, d^tember 17.— Lat. 39" 52', long. 
18° 8'. Wind directly aft ; sea very smooth ; 
weather exceedingly fair and quite warm, so that 
we need only light clothing. The nights, too, are 
very beautiful. As things now are, a sea life is 
really very delightful. We expect to be off Madeira 
in a day or two, imd have already a foretaste of 
its balm-breathing atmosphere and sunny clime. 

" Our boatman, John Pearce, is happdly much 
better ; and now, thank God, there is every hope 
of his speedy recovery. And what is very pleasing, 
there is no appeu-ance of the fever spreading to 
any others on board. 

" We have been now ten days at sea. I begin 
to realise the fact vrithout eo much maziness and 
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wonder as I felt at first. The cbange from mj 
aOGustomed avocatiotiB to a voyage for a disbutt 
land was so abrupt and sudden, ihaX it wu impoa- 
uble not to feel ocoBsiiMially starUed at the newness 
of my position. Being unable, owing to the short- 
ness of time, to di:^K>se of my practice, I was en- 
g^ed up to the day of my learing Burslem, with- 
out having so mach as the opportunity of visiting 
absent friends, from whom I had already been 
separated for years past. 

" When I reflect ml the circumstances with 
which I had to contend in entering on tiiis engage- 
ment, I feel how great a cause I have for thankful- 
ness to the grace of God which has sustained me, 
and enabled me to keep f^thful to my purpose. 
Scarcely four months elapsed between my first 
hearing of the Fatagooian Missions and my em- 
barkation. Settled in practice upwards of five years, 
with a lai^ connexion, many friends, and some 
strong ties, to dissever myself from long-formed 
aaeociations, and to eettie all my aflairs in so short 
a time, presented difficulties tiiat at times seemed 
insuperable. However, Srom the moment of pledg- 
ing myself to the work, I had a firm confidence 
that I should be able to overcome every obstacle. 
But when the time of my departure drew necLr, and 
when, after every efi'ort, my affairs were as far 
from settlement as ever, a fear for the first time 
crossed my mind as to whether it was really God's 
will that I should go. One morning, I awoke with 
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a feeling of aadaess, Trfaich deepened upon me. 
And yet I saw that I could never agmn be 
happy if anything prevented my gobg. I saw 
that I could never be the same man, nor look 
fornard to a career of usefulness equal to the 
past, trifling as that had been. This state of 
mind condnued till the evening of the second 
day, when suddenly light shone in upon my 
mind, and comfort and consolation filled my heart. 
I saw that I had been Buffering &om the tempter, 
but now God had restored his energizing grace 
and strength, and I resolved that nothing short of 
illness or death should prevent my going forth in 
his name. My friends, who had greatly rejoiced 
at the momentary hope of my not leaving them, 
had now the sad disappointment of seeing me more 
firm in my purpose than ever. I felt for thee, my 
poor dear Annie, when I was necessitated to check 
agfun all thy ri^g hopes that thy brother would 
not leave thee. The flush of exultation was on thy 
cheek, the triumph of thy heart sparkled in thy 
eye, when I was obliged again to tell thee, ' It 
cannot be. No : I must go. It is the will of God. 
Annie, I must go.' May God comfort the kindest 
and most tender-hearted of sisters that ever brother 
was blessed vnth I God comfort and sustain thee, 
Annie! 

" I shall not readily forget the evening of my 
leaving Burslem. Though sad to part with so 
many dear old fiiends, yet to see such an assem- 
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blage of Christian brethren, each with a tear ia 
his eye and a prayer on hia lips, to wish me God 
speed, was sweetiy touching to my heart. I da not 
forget you, my beloved friends. Hon happy is 
the thought that on so many praying lips my 
name will often find a place when the Holy One of 
Israel is sought in fervent devotion ! 

" Wednesday, fifepe. 18. — Everything is so agree- 
able, that at' present our voyage is like a pleasure 
trip. On deck, where we remain for the most 
part of the day, enjoying the warm sunshine and 
the fifesh balmy breeze, with a clear sky and the 
deep bine waters, with the ship steadily stealing 
away, and all clean and orderly around as, cheer- 
fid countenances and pleasing associates, — there 
seems scarce any thing awanting to contribute to 
our enjoyment. I have felt real happiness thb 
day. Nothing has occurred that could make it 
otherwise. There has been communion betwixt 
my Boul and God the whole day long. I have had 
the Scriptures in my hand, reading and meditating 
the greater part of the day ; and the Word has 
been applied by the Spirit of Truth with re&eshing 
power to my soul. I have been drinking of the 
river whose waters make glad the city of the living 
God. Now Uirown entirely on the Lord, in body, 
soul, and spirit given up to God, seeking to draw 
nigher and closer unto Him whom I love and in 
whom I am chosen, aspiring after more of the 
predouB influences of the Spirit of grace and love, 
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de^ring to be perfected in the knowledge and lore 
of Christ, I have this daj felt that God is willing 
to give me far more abundantly than ali I cui ask 
or think. His banner has been E^read over me, and 
the presence of Christ fills mj heart witli joys that 
are unutterable. 

" This evening I commenced a class meeting, 
Erwin and the boatmen joining me. The Lord 
was graciously present to bless. I was much 
pleased with the simplicitf and eivnestness of 
their experience. Poor Erwin, who has not ;et 
found Chmt aa his Saviour, was much affected, 
and, I believe, is not yery far from ihe kingdom 
of God. May the Lord help him speedily to step 
in into the glorious liberty of the sons of God! 

" Thursday, 8t^t. 19. — I am deriving much 
good from witnessiog the Christian character exem- 
plified so strikingly in the person of our beloved 
Capt^ [Gardiner]. Truly he is a man of God 
There is a devotedneas to God manifested by him 
delightful to witness ; — a fervid piety, with great 
simplidty of deportment, a high tone of exalted 
greatness of soul, with the absence of all pride or 
self-elevation. His mind is evidently deeply im- 
bued with the Word of Life. I sink utterly into 
nothingness by comparisoD with him. I esteem it 
a great privilege to have such a living example set 
before me. Hitherto I have had to straggle on 
unaided by man in my efforts to gain the mastery 
over an evil heart of unbelief. Now I feel I shtUl 
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derive great help and encoun^ment from seeing 
one far advanced in the va^ of hoUnesB exempUfy- 
iDg the graces of the Christian character. Ha haa 
made me a present of two works written hj him 
— Travels m JJHca, and A Voice from South 



" Saturday, Sept. 21. — Had onr last yiew of 
Madeira at noon, distant from us about fifty miles. 
A lovely day, — the thermometer in the cabin rang- 
ing above summer heat, — in the sun very hot. To- 
day I had occasion to go to the forecastle to attend 
on two of the Bailors who were confined by ^ck- 
ness. This gave me an opportunity of talking to 
the men, and I had a long conversation with them, 
and endeavoured to impress their minds, by God's 
help, with thoughts ooncerniog Uieir own salvation. 
They listened respectfully. Since coming on board, 
I hare been much affected by feeling myself pal- 
pably surrounded with wickedness on all hands. 
Hap[nly the position is quite novel ; for, although 
I have been ever moving among the worldly and 
the profane, yet I have been able to retire from 
amongst them into the seclusion of my own or 
some other quiet home. But now the harsh sound 
of vice reaches my ear all the day long, and I feel 
I am indeed a stranger and a pilgrim here. I bless 
the Lord that I look not for an abi(hng place, a 
continuing city amongst men, but that I am travel' 
ling with a conscsousness of its being the wilder- 
ness, and looking forward to the rest which God 
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hath prepared for his people. Twere & sin agaiiiBt 
God to expect or seek a rest here in this world. 
Here we must labor and lay up our treasure with 
God. Here we must toil and patiently endure the 
harden and heat of the day. Here we most wage 
ow warfare, and fight the good fight of faith. 
' Behold, God will come with a recompenoe.' I 
will look forward and hasten unto the day of his 
appearing. I bless and praise God that I feel the 
Lord most graciously helping me, streagtheniDg 
me, enlarging my faith, inspiring me with hope 
and confidence, and giving me sensibly to feel the 
tokeoB of his love. The sunshine of God is in my 
heart, — ^it feels the love of Christ. 

" I do desire to glorify God. I long to love God 
with my whole sonL I seek and earnestly desire 
to have my every thought directed to the Lord. I 
truly wish for nothing the whole earth contains. I 
ask for nothing hut grace to love God with all my 
heart, and mind, and soul, and strength, and, accep- 
ted of him, to be laid out and be spent in his ser- 
vice, to his honor and glory. With the vporld I 
have done, — with all its interests and pursuits, as 
far as feeling more attachment to them than as 
things with which, whilst it pleases God, I am for 
a moment connected. But my treasure and my 
heart are both in heaven. Grant, O Lord, that I 
may truly love thee I Cold is my heart toward 
thee ; give me thy love I Lord Jesus, hear and 
answer this my prayer ! 
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" Ah, my dear, — my beloved friends, how many 
have heen jaur anxious thoughts ere this! 
may the Almighty God who blesses me with his 
peace, and ^ves me to taste the sweet consolatioiu 
of Christ, bless you also, and keep your hearts 
from all doubts and tormenting fears I I am safe 
from all harm and secure &om all evil in 1^ hands. 
I wish I just could tell each one of you so. God 
bless you all. — The moment for our meeting to- 
gether in prayer has just airiTed. 

" Monday, S^tember 23. — Teaterday — the Sab- 
bath, we had a Tery delightful day. In the morning 
Captain Gardiaer conducted the service, and read a 
sermon ; in the evening, Mr Maidment. These ser- 
vices were held in the cabin, and there was a krge 
muster of the ship's company present, and a pre- 
cioos opportonity was afforded for sowing the seed 
of hfe. But I fear the opportunity was somewhat 
lost, for the reason that the diBcourses were not 
suitable and adapted to the minds of these poor 
ignorant men. I felt this at the time, and deter- 
mined to prepare a sermon for the next Sabbath 
evening, in dependence on Divine help. 

" This evening I went forward to the forecastle 
in company with Mr Mfudment. We found most 
of the sailors present, nothing being doing on 
dedi, as there was a perfect calm. They had just 
concluded a very jovial song with a boisterous 
chorus ; and a party of them were engaged with 
cards. I treated them as gently as pos^ble, and 
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as I have Iiad an interriew with many of them indi- 
vidoally before, I managed to work my way pretty 
Hmoothly. The card-|dayerB, howeTcr, were very 
intent on their game, and tried to evade oar notice. 
At length I asked them if they would allow me to 
pray with than, to which they conaented. I had 
great liberty and access to God, and the men after- 
wards thanked me, and seemed to think I had dont 
them a kindness. May the Lord bless the efFort, 
made in his name, to their good I 

" Wednemiay, Octobtr 2.— Lat 13° 57', long. 
26° 36'. Light winds, and very hot. All the 

Jews ill with fever. Mrs T ~ likewise ill. Ex- 

tracted a tooth for Captain C. Now Uiat Uiere 
is absolute need of my aid, I feel a high degree 
of gratification that Z am able to afford BMist- 
ance, and feel the value of my profesfflon more, I 
think, than I ever did. What a pleasure to prac- 
tise medicine irrespective of pecuniary cooEddera- 
tionsl How much more pleasurable to do good 
for its own sake, and to relieve the suffeiings of 
' our fellow-creatures, and to have our reward in the 
pleasure of doing so, than to connect tiierewith the 
g^ of money 1 Would circumstances have allowed 
it, I should willingly have practised without mak< 
ing any charge. How often did I regret that I 
had an expensive establishment to keep up, and 
wished it was but a cottage, and that I might prao- 
tiise as a poor man amongst the poorl I never 
desired to increase my connexion amongst the 
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more re^>ectable; for bo much uimeceBsary for* 
m^ty was required by them, and with them I had 
not the same privilege of addreBung them in the 
language of affectionate concern, or of offering 
epiritnal advice to their BOole. The poor have 
generally some conanouanoBs of their spiritual aa 
well aa temporal destitution, and they are more 
frequently accessible to a kindly intended act of 
Chriatian philanthropy. But the rich and the 
respectable feel that their worldly poution entitles 
them to coamderation, and they expect that dder- 
ence diould be pud as well to their opinions as to 
their rank ; hence, they are offended by any dis- 
play of a disposition to teach and instruct them. 
' Thou waat altogether born in ain,' is their lan- 
guage, ' and dost thou teach us ? ' In the happy 
change now presented to me in prospect, may God 
grant that I may live unweanedly employed in 
d(ung good, and enjoy the sweet charm of a life 
spent in beneficence to others, and those otherg a 
race of beings who have scarcely ever felt the Row- 
ings of human kindness toward them I Jesus, 
blessed Saviour, let these poor heathen, to whom 
thou art sending us, taste of thy precious love, and 
know thee in the riches of thy infinite mercy! 
Darkest and most wretched of the human race, 
my precious Saviour, it will be a fit occasion to 
serve thee, in displaying thy goodness to ransom 
vile man in his utmost degradation, and thy wil- 
lingness that not one should perish, but that all 
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men should be saved. Lord Jesus, it is thy will 
these should behold a great light shining forth 
from thy presence in their darkness. let thy 
Spirit of grace go in advance of us, and dispose 
their hearts to receive thy troth I 

" Thursday, October 3. — Bless God ! I feel the 
Lord is good and gracious to my soul. He b 
drawing me by the cords of his love. Jesus is be- 
coming more and more precious ; my heart feels 
more true interest and delight in him. I more 
clearly feel now, what, for a time, I failed to expe- 
rience, that even when my heart would withdraw 
from the Lord, at a time when doubts and evil 
thoughts were suggested — that then, as at all other 
times, Jesus is waiting to hear our cry for help. 
When perplexed by a sense of the evil of my 
heart, struck with its hardness and insensibility, 
impressed with its base ingratitude and forgetful- 
ness of God, and horrified with the vile thoughts 
injected into my mind, — how often have I kept 
my eye fiiced on my condition, untjl I could scarce 
lift it up to God, and with a weak faith have hesi- 
tated to approach my beloved Lord I But now I 
happily know that, — feel what I may of the work- 
ings of evil within, however strong the evidence of 
my own baseness, — so far from keeping me from 
applying to Jesus, this is the greater reason for 
my instant looking up to him as 'the Lord my 
righteousness.' I bless God for a livelier trust in 
the atonement of the blood of Chrbt, and for a 
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more assured trust ia Jesus, as my eTer-frilling, 
ever-able, aod ever-present Saviour. How does 
my heart cleave to thee, my Lord I Assuredly 
whilst I have hold upon thee, my ransom and plea, 
my surety and trust, my hope and my joy, my 
portion and my only love, all is, all will be well. 

" WedoRsday, October 23. — Crossed the line at 
about three a.h. 

"Friday, 25. — Left off Bmoking imd taking 
snuff. Gave my tobacco and meerschaum to Erwin, 
my canister of snuff to the captain." 

The foregoing extracts give a pleasing impres- 
son of the writer. They bring out his tender 
affectjon for bis friends, the humanity and kindli- 
ness of bis nature, and that delightful dtsporation 
which makes the most of the present and hopes the 
best for the future. They also evince his habitual 
watchfulness over himself, and his firm f^th in a 
Divine sanctifying agency ; and they glow with 
Uiat adoring affection to the Saviour which is the 
surest sign of piety, and the richest source of per- 
sonal excellence. We think they can scarcely fwl 
to edify the reader and endear the writer. 

But amidst these records of Christian experience, 
some may regard the homely details of the follow- 
ing passage as a dreadful descent. We have no 
such feeling. It is in such contests that the reality 
of men's faith and the value of their " fram^ " are 
tested. And the Christianity, however rapturous. 
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which has never renounced a besetting sin, nor 
conquered a bad habit, is too like Qie patriotism 
which is confined to toasts and national melodies, 
or the filial piety which, offering fond words and 
embraces in lieu of solid services, tries to be at 
once dutiful and self-indulgent. Mr Williams was 
honest He believed that it was Ctod's will that he 
shoTild ^ve up a certain gratification ; and, though 
some would have tried to evade the sacrifice, 
though they would have offered confessions of 
their own weakness or high-fiown protestations <^ 
their general devotedness, in lieu of this particular 
obedience, it was not thus dec^tfullj t^t he dealt 
with his Heavenly Father and with himself. 

Nor should we be sorry if Mr Williams's ex- 
ample should find imitators amongst onr readers. 
It is true that Dr Parr and Robert Hall were 
smokers. It is true that many good men are fond 
of the " naughty foreign weed," and that Ralph 
Erskine " spiritualised " it. A^id it may be true 
that under its infiuence the spirits are serene, the 
temper mild, and the entire man in a ^tate of 
comfortable self-complacency. But we prefer the 
temper which b independent of tobacco ; and we 
fear that in its self-complacency there is some- 
thing illusive. At least we have known friends 
who, under its influence, fancied themselves far 
up Parnassus, but when the fog cleared away 
it proved only a spur of the mountun : and al- 
though, among our college com'panions, we remem- 
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ber dflver men who smtskod, irhilst their duller 
neighbours stadied ; and aUhongh, in the mist of 
the meerBchanin, thej used to espy gigantic figures, 
which tiiej bailed as thor own glorious future ; 
now that the " Btorgana" has melted, there is a 
sad contrast betwixt the cloudy colossus and the 
slip-shod ori^al firom which it was projected, and 
into which the stem day-light has resolved it 
f^ain. 

At all erents, a minister, and much more a 
misfflonary, should deem himself a soldier, and the 
less dependent he is on these time-wasting enjoy- 
m^its, the more lightly will he march, and the 
more ready will he be for instant action. Be^des, 
a soldier must endure hardness. It is good for a 
man's Christianity to be the victor, even in such a 
contest as the battle with tobacco. £very success 
makes him a stronger and a happier man ; — yes, 
and a great det^ richer. In this warfare there is 
always prize-money. And if the reader is a lover 
of books, or if, with a most benevolent heart, he is 
always lamenting his empty hand, let liim attack 
and spoil this enemy. The cigar-case will soon fill 
a handsome book-case; and were the snuff-box of 
the British churches converted into a box of charity, 
it would miuntidn all our missionaries, and would 
soon pay the debts of our chapels and schools." 

* Fd Bmokisg, dieving, tuul ainfBiig, Great Britain paja a yearij 
Mil of seven milliaDs. Does ihe epend u mach on books or bene- 
Tolenoet 
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" Saturday, Oct. 26.-3. lat. 6° 34', long. 32° 
14'. This has been a day CTer to be remembered. 
The light of the Lord's countenance has broken 
upon me, after having severely felt that clouds of 
darkness were around me. For more than a month 
before leaving England I had given up the practice 
of smoking and taking snuff. The former habit I 
bad practised for seven or eight years ; the latter 
only occasionally. In fact, it was in consequence 
of leaving off smoking that I had recourse to a 
pinch as an occasional substitute. At various times 
I have been under strong impressions that I ought 
to leave it off, and have felt dissatisfied with myself 
for the self-indulgence. But the cravings after it 
were become so strong, and the will of the fiesh so 
urgently demanded it, that it was no easy task to 
overcome the propensity. There is a charm in 
tobacco powerfully begmling to the senses. Whe- 
ther this arises from its soothing and sedative 
quality, or from its being generally associated 
with self-indulgence — serving as a plea for idleness, 
and for a general relaxation of the whole man, 
body and mind — certain it is, that tobacco has a 
power of enslaving its votaries to a remarkable 
degree. No one has ever been more enslaved than 
I have been ; yet many times has my conscience 
")n me, and frequently whilst in the act of 

ing I have been obliged to lay the pipe aade. 

nes I thought I would leave it off altogether. 

■dingly, I have given away or burnt the stock 
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of tobacco I bad id hand, brokea my pipes, and for 
days essayed to do without it. What cravtags — 
what a sense of bereavement have I felt I None 
but an old smoker can have any idea of my miser- 
able longings. I have envied the hodman and the 
meanest person with his short black pipe. The 
very perfume was a treat— to inhale it a respite. 
Vain were the efforts thus made. A toothache, 
some bodily disease, or the persuasion of others, 
induced a renewal of the habit, and its bond be- 
came stronger than ever. But the fiat had gone 
forth, ' Crucnfy the flesh with ita afiections and 
lusts ; ' and, blessed be God, there was One in me 
greater than all that were f^^unst me. Conscience 
became more and more severe upon me. At 
length I resolved to leave it off, and happily suc- 
ceeded without experiencing any uncomfortable 
efFects. Thia was ux weeks before leaving Eng- 
land. During that time I kept firm my resolution, 
though, in lieu of smoking, I had recourse to snuff- 
Some of my friends, who thought I was going to 
umieceasary lengths of self-denial, would put up for 
me, amongst the equipments for my voyage, both 
tobacco, cigars, and a canister of snuff, and they 
made me promise to purchase a meerschaum. 
Well, I thought, circumstances may pos^bly be 
such as to render it desirable to have them ; so I 
yielded to their vrish. On board I could not resist 
the temptation of taking a cigar — such was my 
weakness ; giving them freely away, and smoking 
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them daily, my stock waa soon exhausted ; bat all 
the cravings for tobacco were re-acquired. I took 
to the meerschamn, but with the indulgence came 
the condemnation. My constnence would not allow 
me to continue ; so I gave the canister of snuff to 
the capt^ of the ship, uid reserved only a small 
quantity. Captain Cooper likewise had my meer- 
schaum, on condition of my not reqturing it ag^n. 
Three or four days passed without having recourse 
to him for it, but never did I suffer such craving 
after it My stomach became affected, and my 
spirits so depressed, that I was compelled to ask 
for it agiun. With a sense of great bodily relief 
and comfort, I smoked it ; but, alas I my cond^n- 
nadoQ was great. Hurriedly opening a book in 
my hand, the question of the Psalmist was pre- 
sented to my eye, ' Lord, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle f who shall dwell in thy holy hill ? He 
that sweareth to his own hart and changeth not.' 
These words were applied to my mind most for- 
<ably. I was condemned. But now I saw my 
duty ; and, suffer what I might, I resolved to give 
up the practice in all its forms. Having sought 
mercy and forgiveness with the Lord, and bis 
grace to help me, I gave away, in good earnest, all 
my tobacco, my pipe, and my snuff-boz, and I 
threw overboard the small quantity of snuff I had 
reserved. Thus a complete riddance was effected. 
" Friday, November 1. — This day has been a 
most happy one. Never, 1 think, did I enjoy 
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sweeter peace, nor feel a love so ardent and per- 
sonal towards God my Saviour. The years of my 
life have rolled before me, and the Tarious epoclu 
and characteristic phases thereof have presented 
themselves to me in a new and stnking light. The 
way of Qod with me, and his gracious dealing, in 
leading me through all the stages of my career, 
have exhibited instances multiplied mdeed of in- 
finite goodness, mercy, and love. But as yesterday 
I was the companion of schoolboys, drinking deep 
of the spirit of wonder, and opening up new worlds 
at every turn of my path, counting on the future 
of this life as an indefinite period, and on the 
scenes of thb world's labors as an expanse with- 
out limits. Then manhood arrived. Ambition led 
the way — a desire to live among the names that 
^e not, and to devote my Ufe to the pursuit of 
knowledge. The hand of neces^ty, as it then 
seemed, but truly the hand of God, urged me on 
from one point to another, and never at any 
period of my life have I taken up a position as the 
result of my own forethought and determination. 
Even when blinded through the ignorance that 
was in me, I was led by a way that I knew noL 
And now I behold myself in a new scene, and my 
heart rejoices to acknowledge the goodness and 
love of Ood in eventuating this. A beautiM 
thought filled my mind this afternoon, and swelled 
it to a rapture of joy. It was this; Come what will, 
— change and change as circumstances may, yea, 
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come death itself, that last great change — BtJll con- 
sdouaness will not be interrupted. That consdousneaa 
which identifies nith the being that now thinks and 
feels, the being which years ago played in childish 
gambols, will bear onward a living remembrance of 
the past whilst it enters the scenes of eternity. 
What, then, is death ? It has lost its sting. I feel 
no fear of it. I feel that nothing can binder the 
enjoyment of existence, — the continuous conscious- 
ness and immortality of that within me, — the soul 
that has eternal life in Christ How contented, 
therefore, am I with my state I and, by the grace 
of God, I trust to exult in tribulation, rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God. It was with a joyful 
sense of this truth, and in the perception of God's 
love in thus calling me to eternal life, that my soul 
became full of love to Jesus my Saviour. From 
the ground of my heart I prised him. Glory be 
to the Lamb of God for ever and ever I My sonl 
rejoiced at the thought of an endless existence, be- 
cause I could then everlastingly love my Saviour, 
and glorify God in him. Life everlasting was in- 
finitely desirable and precious, for such a reason 
and apon such terms. Lord Jesus I thou bast 
broken in upon my soul in the Ught of thy own 
revealing Spirit, shedding thy love abroad in my 
heart. My heart and soul cry out unto thee, and 
tell thee I love thee I " 

From a letter written by Mr Williams to his 
friend Mr Jones, and dated November 5, 1850, 
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ve ^vQ a few extracts. It not only gives a 
rimime of the voyage thus far, but it introducea UB 
to the companions of our missionary : — 

" Our voyage has hitherto been a very fur one : 
we have no rough weather. We were for a con- 
siderable length pf time delayed by variable winds 
and calms as we approached the Line ; but as far 
as weather is concerned, this has been our prin- 
cipal trouble. I felt the heat greatly. Onr berths 
at night were more like ovens than anything else. 
We have had the fever prev^ling greatly among 
us ; three of our men — the boatmen — have had it, 
besides five or six others ; and although I have had 
some gronnd for anxiety, yet, thank Qod, all have 
recovered remarkably. The Lord has been our 
keeper. He has stayed the pestilence. Unto him 
be the praise. 

" We expect to make oar destination in about 
three weeks. On getting there, our intention is, 
in the first place, by the help of the crew, to dig 
an entrenchment around the site of our future 
residence, aoA inade of this to rfuse up high walls 
all round. This on a small islet, just big enough 
for the purpose, situate betwixt Ficton Island and 
Garden Island, close to them both. The vessel, 
which has been rather leaky, it is intended to over- 
haul when we get to Ficton Island ; and it is pro- 
bable that she will therefore stay with us a week, 
if not longer. As soon as she leaves, it is our in- 
tention to start also on a cruise of discovery, going 
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for that parpose to the north-west, into Beagle 
Channel, and to the west of NaTarin Island, and 
among other places to Woolja, the place where 
Jemmy Button, a Fuegian taken to England by 
Captun FitzRoy, was loft on his return from Eng- 
land, after three years' absence. If we can make 
him out, doubtless it may prove very adyantage-- 
ous to us. At all events, we mean to purchase,* 
if we can, two lads about ten or twelve years of 
age, and take them back with us, and from them 
acquire the language. Our cruise may perhaps 
last two or three months. This, however, is uncer- 
tain. We are well provided with boats, having 
two very large ones with us,~be»des two gigs to 
attend on their seniors. We are well supplied with 
provi^ons. 

" Captiun Gardiner is much what I expected 
him to be. For indomitable perseverance he is 
unquestionably to be ranked among men of the 
first class, and his life is that of an exact and strict 
disciplinarian. As a Christian, he is devout and 
unaffected, and most dncere. I am indeed far, far 
short of him. I am more conscious of my defects 
ance I have been able to compare myself with 
him. I see that I am a mere vaallator and weak 
believer, in contrast with his stability and strict in- 

* Of Gdoraa Mr Williams only metuu that it was intended to hot- 
roiT the ohildreD from Oitii parents for a, certain time, making the 
parmla sDoh a pivaeal a> vaold sacore their consent. A button waa 
the doaaideration for which Jemmj'a parents made him oier to 
Captain FitiKo;. 
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tegrity. I am greatly pleased with all my com- 
panions. Mr Maidment, my fellon-catechist, is an 
amiable, kind, and worthy man ; and one becomes 
more attached to him, and respects him more, the 
more you know him. He is very sincere and 
humble, and I fully believe a child of God. Our 
three young men, having been much afflicted, have 
exhibited their different characters strikingly. 
Poor Bryan, who was worst, has shewn a very 
meek and patient dispoution, full of resignation 
and a simple-hearted lore to Christ. Badcock, 
who is the eldest and biggest of the three, is, I am 
persuaded, the subject of divine grace. He, too, is 
remarkably meek, but there is a somewhat timid 
or nervous cast of mind in him. John Fearce is a 
rough, just, honest, and upright man, but with a 
little touch of independence of spirit which, subdued 
by grace and properly directed, will rather prove an 
advantage. Erwin, our ship-carpenter, is the most 
dapper, sprightly, and excellent fellow I have met 
for a long time. He is a summary of good quali- 
ties, good sense, kind disposition, unassuming de- 
portment, — and useful for all purposes; just the 
man we want to help and comfort us in all exigen- 
cies. Every one of them has had to encounter 
great olijectionB and many persuasions not to go 
on such an enterprise. But God provides all. He 
b with us. How delightful is his service ! How 
do I rcijoice that it is my calling to declare Christ, 
to publish such glad tidings to a poor abject race I 
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Rejoice with tne, brother Jones, whilst in tlie words 
of Mary I would say, ' My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour.' " 

Returning to the Journal, under " Thursday, 
Not. 28," we find the following entry : — 

" To-day, at about eight o'clock in the morning, 
we passed the Straits of Magellan ; and, having 
had a splendid breeze all day, we are at this time 
— ten P.M. — considerably advanced toward the 
Stnut of Le 31aire, which we hope to pass through 
to-morrow. We are now happily bringing onr 
voyage to a close. To-day the sun has shone very 
brilliantly, and this evening it has poured a bril- 
liant flood of tight aroand us. Its setting was as 
fine a scene as anything we have witnessed during 
our voyage, and has greatly cheered us, taking it 
as an earnest that we shall not be altogether 
wanting bright days and sunny visitatiouB, and 
likewise deeming it in our fancies as a welcome 
p^d ns by Fuegia's luminary. 

"Friday, November 29. — ^To-day at half-past 
one A.H. we first had a sight of the mountains of 
Tierra del Fuego. At that time I heard the chief 
mate awake the Captain, and inform him of the 
fact I was singularly impressed with the idea 
that we were in danger. The thought crossed my 
mind several times, but without affecting me with 
any anxiety, but inducing me to call upon the Lord 
with reliance and trust upon him. I had no 
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grouiid whatever for the Burtsiae at the time, hear- 
ing no intimation to that effect, and I was surprised 
when I afterwards learned from Uie second mate, 
that in consequence of the men not keeping a good 
look<out, we had well-nigh run ashore just at tiiat 

"At about half-past four, Captain Gardiner 
awoke me, and told me the Und was well in sight. 
I arose and went on deck. There was Tierra d^ 
Fuego, sure enough ; ite snow-tipped mountwis 
were looming through the vaporB of the morning 
sky, and the land of Fue^ threw a fiunt cold 
smile upon us, and greeted ua with a rough, but, 
doubtless, a hearty shake of the hand ; for truly 
enough we shivered, if not at the eight of it, yet, 
with cold. At eight o'clock we were off the 
entrance of the Strait of Le MaJre ; but the wind 
being adverse, we could not take advantage of the 
tide which set at that hour. Consequently, we 
had to lie off, and beat between the two coasts of, 
Staten Island and the mainland. We had thus 
abundant opportunity for seeing this remarkable 
land, particularly Staten Island, and likewise abun- 
dant experience of the extreme disagreeableneas of 
our proximity to the Strut of Le Maire. The 
swell irom the ocean here rising in oppowtion to 
the tide-race produces a scene altogether novel to 
ua ; the sea seema literally alive ; its commotion ia 
extreme. Abreast the land in particular, and 
extendmg two or three miles out, or more, there 
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IB the appearance of umimierable breakers, aocl 
the white spra^ dashes its waters abont in the 
wildest manner. The wind blowing strong from 
the S.E., we rolled about, owing to it and the 
tide-race and swell combined, far more than we 
should have done in an ordinary gale. At three 
o'clock we hoped to have an opportunity again, it 
being ebb-tide, to pass through; but though we 
tried, it was impossible, the wind continuing on- 
favorable. We have thus dunng the day, it 
being now nearly eleven p.h., had ample ezperi- 
ence of Fuegian weather. If we must take it for 
a sample, it is certainly none of the best ; — suddeo 
puffs of wind, vrith ominous gathering of dark 
clouds, and a chilly aspect of the whole heavens, 
with a conviction seizing your mind, that you are 
going to have a snow-storm, which apprehension is 
converted into the slighter infliction of a thin driv- 
ing but sharp sleet, or, as I expect we may yet 
find, into a thumping bail-storm ; and then the mist 
on the mountEuns clears up, and exposes a few 
glimmenng rays of the sun, burnishing their ades 
of snow. 

" In excellent keeping with the rough and vrin- 
try climate is the aspect of the land. Words can 
never do justice to its frowning, wild, and wintry 
character. Staten Island must certainly be un- 
equalled in this respect. It is a place of dreannees 
and of forlorn solitude, ptw exeeUence. Its bare, 
broken, j^ged, turret-like hills, present the idea 
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of an immenfle fortress, erected by nature herself 
on her own grand scale, and deigned to imprison 
an unmolested solitude vithin its walls, and to 
frown back aU attempts on the part of man to 
disturb her here. It is no wonder that it nerer 
has been inhabited. It seems from a distance as 
though it were clad in some hard and impenetrable 
GOTering, saving the snows on its ridges and slopes, 
of one aniform russet brown colour. 

" I have not felt disturbed by any means. This 
I must attribute to the grace of God only, and to 
no resolution or constancy of my mind; for who 
can delight more than I in sunny scen^? But, 
prEuse 6od, I feel I can well forego all earthly 
joys, if the Lord will graciously Touchsafe to bless 
my sou), and endow me with the riches of his 
grace. I was greatly streng&ened while in prayer 
this morning. At this the uttermost end of the 
earth, and where there is less in climate, land, or 
people, to cheer the mind, than at almost any 
other spot of the world, if God has a work for me 
to do, and his blessing rests npon me whilst engaged 
therein, then God's holy will be done in me and 
by me, let the circumstances surrounding, or the 
eTents awaiting me, be what they will. At the 
time of writing this it is blowing hard, and the 
thermometer in the cabin, shut up around me, 
stands at 52°. I am indeed glad to wrap up now. 

" Saturday, November 30. — Our twelfth week 
at sea. At four o'clock this morning, our ship 
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having TTorked aboDt all nigbt, with a Btrong head 
wind from the S.3.W., we were in the same pOEd- 
tion ; and our bearings off Cape San Diego, at the 
entrance of the Stnut of Le Uaira, were much the 
same as they were yesterday morning at eight 
o'clock. Wind and tide ag^nst us had beaten us 
back from all attempts hitherto made to enter the 
Strut ; hut now, taking advantage of an ebb-tide 
and a strong wind, the Captain carried on a heavy 
canvas, and finally about mid-day we got through 
the Strait It was a hard contest, and we did but 
just escape the lee-shore of Staten Idand, as we 
weathered Cape St Bartholomew. All the day long 
we have continued to beat about under single-reefed 
topsfuls, having, especially during the night, very 
Ttolent squalls and a tremendous sea, shipping 
heavy seas on our poop. What with the extreme 
gloom of the weather, snow, sleet, hail, and rain, 
and fogs, intermixed with a driving cold S.S.W. 
wind, blowing hard, with the dashing of the billows 
over us, and the rolling and pitching of the vessel, 
our position was by no means agreeable. Such 
was the pitching and constant motion of the vessel, 
that it induced a momentary attack of sea-sickness 
with me, whilst my poor friend Mr Maidment 
suffered very severely, as indeed he has doue 
throughout the voyago whenever the weather has 
been rough. 

" The following day, Sunday, was passed beatr 
ing about, with much the same weather prevailing, 
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the thermometer in the cabin standing most of the 
day at 42° and 44" Fahr. 

" Surely Fuegia is the land of darkness, the 
cotmtry of gloom, a scene of wild deedation, both 
land and climate agreed as to character, the one 
ftv3wning and desolate, the other black and tem- 
pestuous. A few, and only a few, cheering smiles 
has the sun beamed upon as, and the cold snows 
upon the rough masses of Statea Island put on an 
imnatural appearance, and looked more and more 
pale under the reTiving influences of the hght If 
such the land, and such the climate, we have 
reason to expect the people will not fall short of 
congruity with either. Well, and how do I hear 
up under these not very flattering prospects? 
Have I had my expectations pointed to such ao 
agreeable picture t What shall I say f I will own 
the truth, I have not been ignorant of the fact, 
that such was the character of the region to which 
I was bound. Capt^n FItzRoy, and especially Mr 
Darwin, in his 'Journal,' had made this sufSciently 
clear, yet I certainly had not in any degree 
realised it. How different is the acquaintance we 
get by reading, from that which we acquire by 
personal experience of things ! In our parlours at 
home we do not shiver at the cold scenes we read 
of, but rather enjoy by contrast our present com- 
forts. It is singular that amidat all the working of 
my mind in connexion with this great undertaking, 
I never contemplated it in the character of one of 
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great suffering and great trial. I vaa not ignor- 
ant that Buch it would aBSuredly prove itself to be, 
but I troubled not myself with the thought of it. 
I bare all along felt tbat it was required at my 
band to make the sacrifice of everything to God ; 
bat I have had some sacb feeling as was suggested 
by Abraham to bis son Isaac, when he was on bis 
way to tbe altar, with the wood on his back 
whereon he should be offered, that though thus 
palpably going to the fiery ordeal, yet God would 
provide for himself a lamb for the sacrifice. The 
truth is, I could in anticipation cast all my care 
80 entirely upon the Lord, tbat I took no other 
care but to ascertain tbat it was his will that I 
should thus serve him, assured that in the hour of 
my need he would strengthen my heart, and be 
with me to sust^ me. Have I then been taken 
unawares? I4'o, Havel been disappointed? No. 
The hour baa come ; and though I have never 
painted to my mind all that I should have to 
encounter, yet I am not any the less unpre- 
pared for the trial, because I have not to 
grapple with it in my own strength, nor to prepare 
myself for the encounter. I verified this yester- 
day (Sunday) morning in a remarkable manner, 
whilst engaged in reading the 12th of Romans. 
God's Holy Spirit engaged my soul in fervent 
prayer for grace to help me. I was led to offer up 
my body as a living sacrifice onto God, uid with 
my whole heart consenting, with my entire will 
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prratrate and subjected to the will of God, that I 
might prove nhat is His good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will. I surrendered myself into the band 
of the Lord Jesus, with so complete a trust in him, 
and love to him, as it was indeed delightfiil to feel; 
and how shall I pruse the mercy and grace, and 
condescending goodness of God I I felt a senable 
manifestaljon of God to mj soul, accepting my 
offer. My heart was broken by a sense of God's 
love, that streamed in upon it, and my tears and 
upheaving breast alone could apeak my gratitude 
and praise. Fr»se, praise to the Lord I 

" To-day, Monday, December 2, after a some- 
what more favorable night, though making but 
little headway, at eleven o'clock we were off Cape 
Hall, Cape Good Success bearing north (true), and 
we now expect to weather Cape Pio, and this after- 
noon make Pictou Island. 

" Tuesday, December 3. — Made little advance 
upon yesterday, the wind being right ahead. 

" Wednesday, December 4.— -Since Monday, we 
have been making laborious efforts to weather Cape 
Pio, in Slogget Bay, but until this evening we have 
been unsuccessful, the wind blowing right ahead, 
and wearing ship and tacking about being both in 
vtun. This evening we have, however, succeeded, 
and but for hazy weather we might soon have our 
anchor down. Each day has been cold and squally, 
with hail and sleet and rain; the sun has only 
occasionally been visible : at sunset he has been 
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most conspicuous, aad last eveQing it was as splen- 
did and brilliant a sight as any we have witnessed 
daring the voyage. The land along the shore has 
still the same general characteristics, hold and 
mount^noua, dark and frowning. The men have 
been sadly harassed at their duties ever since we 
hove in sight of this huid of storms. Exposed to 
driAang snow squalls, and huge seas hke cascades 
poanng their volumes of water upon them, their 
plight has heen really pitiable, and they, as well as 
every one else, have been anxiously expecting to 
get to Banner Cove. But if all the rest have felt 
the disappointment, I have reason to bless God. 
Yesterday and to-day, but more especially t«-day, 
have been the brightest for spiritual enlai^ment 
and joy in God of any I have known since I have 
been on board. Graciously, indeed, has the Lord 
blessed me, taking away every doubt, removing 
every fear, confirming my hopes, and strengthen- 
ing my heart. By his grace I have been able 
cheerfully and willingly to subject myself into an 
entu^ obedience, and to yield myself up to him, 
for him to do with me whatsoever it pleaseth him. 
I have seen clearly that all has been ordered of 
God, and that he will abundantly crown the work 
with success. FMnly have I seen that be who 
B»d, ' And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world, for a witness to all na- 
tions, and then shall the end come,' hath required 
it at OUT hands, to plant hie gospel in this the 
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attermoBt end of the vorld. And, blessed be Ood, 
I have experienced sensibly this day that I am a 
son of God — the Holy Ghost witnes«ng and shed- 
ding abroad the love of God in my heart. 3weetly 
have I realised that 1 am one with Christ) and have 
the Spirit which r^sed np Christ from the dead. 
Now do I feel how merciful the Lord is, and how 
tender is his corapasuou; and now am I able, in 
some poor degree, to comprehend with all siunto, 
what is the lore of Christ, which passeUi all know- 
ledge. Kow do I feel that the Lord has blessed 
me, and prepared me for his work, giving me the 
whole armour of God. Now I can rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. Now can I say that 
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
keeps my heart and mind ; and that 
" Not a dond doth ariaa 
To darken mj ejes. 

" Thursday, December 5. — At eleven o'clock 
this morning, we cast anchor in Banner Roads, 
baring by the mercy of God arrired safe at onr des- 
tination. The whole of last night was foggy, with a 
heavy drizzling riun, and the wind still ahead. 
The Captiun made short tacks, and with scarce any 
possibility of telling whether we made any pro- 
gress, or how we were moving. When about four 
o'clock it became dear enough to see, our position 
was happily and providentially found to be greatly 
in advance of our expectations, with every certiunty 
of continuing to make way to our anchorage ground. 
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Aboat nine, whilst drifting on past Fictoa Island, 
-ne obserred lying off Garden bland three canoes, 
which presently put off to us, each one contming 
a Fuegian and his family, more or less numeroos. 
In each there were two women and children, in one 
an infant at the breast, in another a poor decrepit 
old man. Whilst scarcely discernible with the naked 
eye, we heard their stentorian voices, shouting 
' Yammer schooner ' [Give me] : — amaziag indeed is 
the power of their voice. As they severally hove 
in sight, they gesticulated and shouted with every 
wild and remarkable expression, one man in par- 
ticular being very garrulooa, and full of vivacity. 
The impres^on they made on my mind, as they 
became distinctly seen, first by the telescope and 
afterwards by the naked eye, b one which can 
never be eflbced. It seemed incredible they could 
be human beings. Tou observed a lop-sided strange 
uncouth thing on the water, not to be called a boat, 
and not realising our ideas of a canoe, but so deep, 
that just the heads of the Fuegiaos could be seen 
in it. As these dark masses of h^r, like so many 
mops, drew nearer, we were able to discern the 
features, which were, indeed, surprising to us. On 
a nearer inspection, however, I could trace in many 
of them, indeed I may say in all, the lineaments of 
the noblest humanity, and features expressive of 
benevolence and generosity, though, as it were, 
buried deep in deplorable ignorance and abject 
want. One woman had a remarkably prepossess- 
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ing countenance, very open and cheerful ; so also 
had one of the men, and he oflen in our after inter- 
course laughed heartily. I had taken Home comfort 
to my mind, from the favorable aspect which the 
islands around us, particularly Picton and Garden 
Islands, presented ; bat now my heart swelled with 
emotion, full of pleasure and satis&ction that our 
errand was for the purpose of imparting benefits 
so great and so much needed to these poor crea- 
tures. I hfuled the prospect with a degree of 
rapture." 

Such was the cheerful spirit with which Mr 
Williams surveyed the field of his destined labors. 
But he made its aequiuntance under great advan- 
tages. Being December, it was the Antarctic 
midsummer ; and, like the climate, the natives wore 
their best faces. They wanted food and trinkets 
from the strangers ; and as long as their visitors 
remuned on slup-board they were safe from tricks 
and violence. — But, before proceeding with the 
narrative, it may be well to introduce the reader 
to the place and the people. We shall thus better 
understand how arduous was the task which these 
pious pilgrims had undertaken, and shall be able to 
sympathise more fully in the great fight of afflic- 
tions which they were soon to pass through. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Ta" slenul Hon&rcli &om on high 
Cast on the sons of earth his eye. 
If hAplfeome he yet might see 
Tnu to (heir Gh)d, &om OTor {[««. 

He look'd ; but oh > not one conJd find 
To Tirtae'i HeaTen-tanght rolee inclined ; 
BHCh, led from viadom't path Mtrty, 
Funmea the tenor of Ma way. 

Pw6» BH. 2, S.— Merrick. 



What rendeiB it mnob more difSenlt to oooTey ^vine ernths to the 
andantandingB of theae Indiana, i>, that there seems to be no fonnda- 
tion in thdr mindi to begin npon. Bemdea, (heii inoonTeiiieDt aitna- 
taong, mntge naimen, and unhappy method oF living, have been an 
nnapeakAble difficalty and diaconiagement to me in my work.— 
Savid Braintrd. 
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Thh outline of South America ma; be compared 
to a paper kite ; and, like a kite, there is attached 
to its apex a jointed tul, of which Fuegia and the 
South Shetlands are the only fragmentH seea above 
water. In other words, the mighty wall of the 
Andes is broken through by the sea, and the 
inundated valley forms the Strut of Magellan; 
and, after a feeble re-appearance in the Fnegian 
archipelago, the cordillera is lost in the ocean. 

As seen on a school-room map, this Tierra del 
Fnego is a dim islet, deriving its chief importance 
&om its famous headland, Cape Horn. On a 
nearer inspection, however, this nebulous patch 
resolves into a cluster of islands, — one very large, 
with a crowd of smaller attendants to the west and 
south; and, iar from the munland, stands the 
kerbstone of the New World, — Cape Horn with his 
surf-beaten pyramid. - 

Though only the iag-end of America — a mere 
caudal vertebra of the Andes — if we had it in 
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Europe, Tierra del Fuego would be a coantry of 
some consideration. Ita second-rate islands are 
larger than the Isle of Wight or the Isle of Man, 
and the surface of its mtuuluid is equal to the Low- 
lands of Scotland. Its climate, however, renders 
it oue of the most dreary and inhospitable regions 
on the face of the globe. In a latitude correspond- 
ii^ to Edinburgh, the sky seldom dears, and the 
rainy squalls of the summer are the only relief 
from the aleet and snow of the winter. A calm 
sunshine is a great rarity. If we imagined the 
momit^ns of the Hebrides rimng to a height of 
six or Beven thousand feet, with gladers coming 
down to the sea, and a warm tide constantly flow- 
ing at their base ; and if, moreover, we could bring 
the north polar ice into as low a latitude as ihe An- 
tarctic ice descends — our own Western Isles would 
be the counterpart of Fnegia. The warm vapor 
of the ocean would then be perpetually condensing 
on the frost of the hills, and clouds and showers 
would blot out from Mull and Skye their occasional 
days of clear weather. Even then, however, our 
Western Isles would be halcyon nests compared 
with this stormy ardiipelago. Nothing save a 
rampart of mountcuns, a mile or two in height, 
extending from the Cape Verdes to Campbelton, 
damming up the winda, and forcing them to rush 
through a few funnels on the Sound of Jura, could 
give our Northern Hemisphere a £Etc-simile of a 
Fue^an williwaw. This ferocious wind is capable 
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of OTertoTQuig aJmost any obstacle ; and, like grass 
in a swaAhe, not only brancheB but whole trees 
will sometimes be found piled up at the month of 
a gully where its rough sickle has passed. 

Notwithstanding its boisterous summers and its 
perpetual Btonns, the average temperature of 
Fuegia is as high as Quebec or Montreal; and 
perhaps we have in London days as cold as any 
which occur in Hosts or Nararin Islands. The 
range between the extremes of heat and cold is 
small, and this comparative equability, along with 
the abundant moisture, is favorable to certwn 
forms of vegetable life. In most distnots of Britain 
the Fuchsia is a conservatory plant ; but in Devon- 
shire and in the Isle of Bute it grows luxurianUy 
in the open air, and in winter wants no shelter. 
Fuegia b one of its native lands, and there, along 
with its equally delicate companion, Veronica de- 
cuesata, it becomes a tree with a trunk half a 
foot in diameter. The potato is indigenous on the 
adjacent nuunland, although we do not know that 
it has been found in these islands, where celery, 
a species of currant, the berry of an arbutus, and 
a fangus, are the only esculents. The characteristic 
vegetation is two sorts of beech-tree. One of these 
{Fagus betuUndee) is on evergreen ; the other 
{Faffua Atttarctiea) is deriduous. The latter 
species is more hardy, and can scale the mountain- 
sides to a higher platform than its glossy-green 
companion ; so tiiat in winter a zone of leafless 
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trees is seen at a lofty elevation, sneceeding to the 
verdure of the forest. Except where discounted 
by the thin granitic soil, these beeches occur every- 
where ; and, except when stunted by the winds, they 
attain a goodly size ; and one trunk is mentioned 
seven feet in diameter. But any tourist who 
expects a repetition of our own Buddnghamshire in 
the forests of Fnegia will be wofnlly disappointed. 
Our woodland scenery owes all Ha charm to its 
park-like variety, where clumps of many kinds 
occur ; and where, from the sylvan labyrinth, you 
easily emerge on smooth pastures and smokii^ 
hamleta. But it is a very different thing to land 
from a boat direct in the thicket, and after 
struggling to the top of a Mount Tarn or a Mount 
Buckland, to look down on an expanse of silent 
greenery, only broken by sbipless arms of the sea ; 
and any one who has spent many weeks among 
the pines of the Black Forest or the Arbor Vite 
swamps of the Missisaippi, will understand what an 
incubus on the spirits a monotonous vegetation 
becomes. In Tierra del Fuego the only varie- 
gating incident is " the bursting of the leaf and 
fiower-buds of the deciduous beec^ from their 
resinous gummy scales ; when a delightfully fra- 
grant odour pervades the woods;"* and the 
explorer may be occasionally rewarded by coming 
on a Winter's Bark or some less usual tree. 

■ Hooker'* Plon Antorottoa, p. US. 
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Land animals are few. Even insects are rare ; 
and such flies and beetles as occur, are inconspi- 
cuous and nninteresting creatures. Like Ireland, 
Fuegia is exempt from eerpeats, and even froga 
hare been expelled b; its St Patrick. " The 
gloomy woods are inhabited by few birds ; occa- 
sionally the pluntiTe notes of a tyrant fly-cat«her 
may be heard ; and more rarely the loud strange 
cry of a black woodpecker. A little dusky- 
colonred wren hops in a skulking manner among 
the entangled mass of the fallen and decaying 
trunks. But the creeper {Oxyurug Tupiniert) is 
the commonest bird of the country. Thronghout 
the beech forests, high up and low down, in the 
most gloomy, wet, and impenetrable ravines, it 
may be met with. This little bird no doubt 
appears more numerous than it really is, from its 
habit of following, with seeming curiosity, any 
person who enters these silent woods ; continually 
uttering its harsh twitter, it flutters from tree to 
tree, within a few feet of the intruder's face. In 
the more open parts, three or four species of 
finches, &c., and several hawks and owls, occur." • 
Most curious of all is the existence of a humming- 
bird {Mellisuga Kingii) on the shores of this wintry 
realm ; and which, even amidst the showers of snow, 
has been obserred flitting about in search of the 
bisects, equally hardy, that lurk in the blossoms of 
* DoTwin'B Tojsge round Um World, ebvp. a. — one of (be nort 
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the Veronica and Fuchsia. The most important 
quadruped is the guanaco or llama, that useful 
compromise between the sheep and the oamd, so 
characteristic of the South American mouatwiB. It 
is found on Kavarin Island, and on the main ialaod, 
or, Tierra del Fuego proper. In summer shj and 
vigilant, the want of pasture drives it in the winter 
down to the valleys, where its slender legs slump 
into the snow, and make it an easy capture. Two 
species of fox occur, and these, with a few small 
rodents of the mouse and bat families, complete 
the inland zoology of this inhospitable region. 

But the waters largely compensate for the life- 
lessness of the land. With its colossal sea-weeds, 
Fuegia might well be the paradise of fishes. To 
say nothing of many beautiful varieties which are 
dredged up from the rocks or washed ashore by 
the tides, these coaets are the head-quarters of the 
Lessonia and Macrocystis, the two giants of tiie 
ocean Flora. The former is an arborescent sea- 
weed, with a trunk of concentric layers so timber- 
like, that Dr Hooker mentions a oapbun who 
employed a boat's crew two days collecting the 
incombustible stems for fueL The Macrocystis, 
instead of a trunk as thick ob an ordinary cherry- 
tree, is moored to the rock by a tough but slen- 
der cable, which, r'mag to the surface, breaks into 
leaves, and then streams along a luxuriant tangle 
for several hundred feet. The Victoria water-lily 
requires a tank and hot-house for its special accom- 
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modation ; bnt a prime Macrocy stis would need a 
tank a hundred feet deep, and as long as Weat- 
minster Abbey. In general, however, its cable 
is only a few fathoms long, and as its streamers 
wave over ever; inondated rock, it is at once the 
buoy and the breakwater of these dangerous chan- 
nels. The " moored kelp " warns the mariner of 
a sunken rock, and if in stormy weather his httle 
vessel can only get to leeward of its floating acres, 
be may set the wildest sea at defiance.* In this 
way has Froridence not only supplied the means of 
safety in the very midst of danger, but, by tbe 
same arrangement, he has prepared a source of sab- 
ristence for this land of famine. These gigantic sea- 
weeds are the home and the pasture-field of count- 
less mollnsks and cmstaceana. The leares are 
crowded with shell-fish. Tbe steins are so encrust- 
ed with corallines, as to be of a white colour. 
And " on shaking the great entangled roots, a pile 
of small fish, shells, cuttle-fish, crabs of all ordwv, 
sea-egga, star-Gsh, and crawling nereidous animals 
of a multitude of forms, all fall out together." f 
To such a well-stored larder it is not wonderful 
that shoals of fishes should resort, forsaking for it 
brighter bnt less bountiful waters ; and in the 
wake of these fishes ccone armies of seals and 

* 7ozbeaiitifiilfigitieBuidiiuuijiiitei«sUiic ptrtiealAnTagaidiiig 
thmn and the other Alg» of Fiu^, the reader it referred ta Dr 
Hookei'a nugiiificEiit work, the " Flora Antarctica." 
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clonds of sea^fowl. Among the latter are shagB, 
petrels, dncks, red-bills, sea-pigeons, geese, steamer- 
ducks, and peoguiits. Of tbeae man; epeci^ have 
their breeding-places on the cliffs of the desolate 
islands. With their black coata and yellow vaiBt- 
coats, the substantial and yeoman-like penguins take 
up their abode on the grassy flats ; and in the month 
of January, that is to say, at their mid-summer, 
a braying quack may constantly be heard from 
morning to eveniDg, inTidng to d^ty morsels their 
fat and solemn fledglings, — a dinner-bell which is 
never silent in the populous " pengiunery." Not 
improbably with sinister deigns on the infant 
penguins, the sea-lion is fond of a walk among the 
tufts of tussac, and, along with the sea-otter and 
the porpoise, this tyrant of the Southern Ocean is 
the great terror of the larger fishes. Fredaceous 
as are the habits of so many of these creatures, it 
is interesting to contemplate the skill and profusion 
with which a sea so unpromising is peopled. All 
are ultimately dependent on a seemingly worthless 
sea-weed. That fucoB cherishes the worms and 
polypes, the crabs and corallinea, which feed the 
fishes; and these, in their turn, sustiun legions- of 
cormorants and penguins, of seals and porpoises, as 
well as the less dexterous human fishers on the 
shore ; so that Mr Darwin is probably correct in 
his surmise, that the felling of a tropical forest 
would not be so fatal to animal existence as the 
destruction of this gigantic " kelp." " Lord, 
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how manifold are th; works I in wisdom hast thou 
made them all : the earth b full of thj riches. 
So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things 
creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts. 
These wut all upon thee ; that thou mayest give 
them their meat in due season. That thou givest 
them they gather : thou openest thine hand, they 
are filled with good." 

The inhabitants of the Fuegian Archipelago have 
sometimes been called Fesherais, from a word 
which some of them are constantly oung. In the 
classification of the Human Famili<» they have 
been named " the Ichthyophagi," or Fish-eatera of 
Tierra del Fuego.* Of course they are South 
American Indians, and they belong to the Arau- 
oanian division of the great Andiao race. They 
are not only the nearest neighbours, but are un- 
doubtedly of the closest kindred, to the Patagonian 
inhabitants of the adjacent continent ; but they 
are intellectually and physically inferior to these 
stately spetumens of mankind. Many of them 
have trunks proportionate to a six-foot stature; 
but their indolent squatting existence has dwarfed 
their extremities. Their colour ia something be- 
tween dark copper and brown. Captain FitzRoy 
compares it to " very old mahogany." f But 
owing to the wood-smoke with which they are 

* 8m Priehard's Kutonl Histoi; of Han, Second Editian, p. 
tSO; uidPriobant'B HishRyof Mankind, toI.t. 
t TojagM of the AdTeotore ami B«agle, toL ii p. 187. 
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saturated, the oil and blubber with which they are 
ameared, and the earths, white, red, and black, 
with which they are painted, it is difficult to ascer- 
tain exactly a Fuegian complexion. Like their 
bodies, their heads are large. These beads are 
oblate apberoids, with long jet hair }\a,ng ir\ g straight 
down on either side, but cropped away OTor the 
brow. The forehead is very low, but, like the face, 
it is broad. The black eyes are oval, drawn to- 
wards the temples, and have usually an expression 
of simple good-humour. The nose is not handsome : 
fiat and tiiick, with large nostrils, it is concavo 
in profile ; and it is well supported by a month of 
great mdth, which closes in a straight line, and opens 
in an ample ellipse. The beaux of the antipodes 
do not fancy long beards, and what little h^r 
shews itself on the chin or the eye-brows is usually 
extracted with tweeiers made of two mussel-ahells. 
As already mentioned, trom constantly crouching 
in their huts and canoes, their legs are crooked and 
stunted; but still, they are by no means deficient 
in a^ty, and, in trials of strength, some of them 
were more than a match for an English sailor.* 

Their clothing is scanty. By the same provi- 
dential arrangement which coats the whale io 
Irozen seas with oil, the Fue^an is fortified 

* For a miiinte description see a paper b; Mr Wileon in the 
appendix to the 2d toL of tli« " Vojagea of the Adventure and 
Beagle." Poctraita of Pnegiana juaj be Men tben, and in the Gdio 
BtlBB of platea to Goak'g loMt Yojage. 
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agfunst his inclement sky by an abundant deTeloi>- 
nent of the adipose tissue; and though his sea- 
otter or goanaeo cloak is sometimes scanty, in ad- 
miiing hia hardihood, we must not forget that 
inside his skin he wears a thick under-clothing of 
- non-conducting &t Hence these islanders some- 
times exhibit feata, the retntal of which is enough 
to make us shiver. In the coldest mid-winter they 
may be seen diving for sea-eggs ; and it was on a 
dark night, when the thermometer was at 28°, 
that some of them swam trom the diore, and, from 
ito moorings alongside, cut away the ship's boat of 
the Adelaide. 

Nothing can be more wretched than their habU 
tations. When a family lands from its canoe, the 
first care of the women, who are the only workers, 
is to build a house. For this purpose they cut 
down twenty or thirty trees, and arranging them 
in a circle, with the narrow ends resting on each 
other, like the sheaves in a shock of com, they tie 
them together at the top, putting a Uttie thatch or 
a few skins on the windward side, and leaving one 
entrance toward the sea and another toward the 
forest. There they kindle a fire, and there they 
huddle together night and day in stormy weather ; 
and there they tarry till they have devoured all 
the food of the district, and it is time to seek an- 
other settlement. 

They are not without a taste for ornament, nor 
are they entirely devoid of ingenuity. They 
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usually adorn their h^ with a fillet of ^ewj 
threads, elaborately and not inelegantly pitted ; 
and on great occasions this fillet is pranked out 
with birds' feathers or bits of red cloth obt^ned 
from the sfulors. They are fond of bracelets and 
necklaces. These they make from shells or the 
small bonea of animals ; or, fiuling beads and but- 
tons, from little chips of crockery. When shells 
are used, they are drilled so neatly that the process 
must require both skill and care. The Spanish 
voyager Cordova speaks with admiration of a sort 
of jar or basket which he found amongst them, 
entirely formed of bark, and with the bottom so 
accurately sewed in, that it could carry water 
without leaking.^ But, crazy as they are, their 
canoes are perhaps a still more wonderful specimen 
of needle-work. These also are composed of the 
bark of trees. The main bulk may be the bark of 
one single beech ; but in order to complete it, a 
great many patches and a large amount of stitch- 
ing are requisite. With grass for oakum, and clay 
for pitch, and with thongs instead of n^ls, the 
builder soon finishes a boat which, after its own 
fashion, is a triompb of naval architecture. As 
long as it con carry paddlere aa well as pumpers, it 
is considered sea-worthy ; but as soon as it requires 
all hands to bail it, they think it time to abandon 
it, and a new one is built or stolen. 

Althongh their comforts are so few, they are 

* Cordont'i Vojage la tha SCraita of Hagellan. 
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well prorided with offeDuye weapons. Tbey hare 
spears, and bows and arrows, and slings which 
they use with such precision as nearly to equal in 
effect an ordinary musket. Besides, many of them 
are famished with the Fatagonian bolas— -a chain- 
shot of formidable character. It consists of two 
round stones, covered with leather, and fastened to 
the two ends of a string about eight feet long. 
' One stone is held in the hand whilst the other is 
whirled round the head till it has acquired sufficient 
Telocity ; and then both are burled at the object. 
Should it strike the legs c^ an ostrich or guanaco, 
it insbmtly twists tightly around them and holds 
the creature in fetters till the huntsman comes up. 
Yet^ with all his weapons, it is a scanty aubsist- 
ence which the Fuegian secures. The sea around 
him is teeming with food, but he has neither act 
Dor angle ; and it is only when he is lucky enough 
to spear a rock-salmon, or when he can get a suffi- 
^ency of a little simpleton fish which allows itself 
ttf be spirited out of the water by a baited but 
bookless line, that this Ichthyophagous ladian de- 
serves bis name. But if he is not a clever fisher- 
man, he b a cunning bird-catcher. In his fowling 
excursions he is attended by a knowing little dog, 
half fox, half terrier ; and, if it is a moonlit night, 
the sportsman may be descried on the beach near 
the roosts of the sea-birds, iutid waiting till his four- 
footed accomplice returns with a dead duck in his 
jaws, wluch he instantly deporats at his master's 
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feet, and tbea scamperB off in search of another. 
This well-trained retrierer, though an asmdnons 
barker at home, has the flense to carry on this 
eport in the deepest mleace; and the sleeping 
spoon-bill is jerked from bia perch withont ever 
dreaming t^ danger. They hare also a plan of 
their own for catching petrels. Having first se- 
cured one with a string to his leg, they lower him 
into any crevice where petrels are known to breed; 
The old Inrds are indignant at the stranger's intru- 
sion, and fall on him with snch blind fury that 
they allow themselves to be drawn out of the hole, 
when they are instantly transferred to the fowler's 
basket. But Inrds are not always to be proeored, 
and even sea-eggs are not attainable in stormy 
weather. For a great period of every year these 
poor islanders are entirely dependent on mussels, 
limpets, and »milar shell-fish ; and, every time 
that the tide retires, the whole population is spread 
over the shore, rummaging for this sorry subast- 
ence. Low-water is the meal-time of the dogs^ as 
well as their masters ; and it is amusing to notice 
the adroitness with which these sharp-witted crea- 
tures detach the unwary limpet from his moorings. 
As soon as this pasture is eaten up, these nomada 
of the beach launch their canoes, and paddle off in 
quest of new supplies. Sometimes they are so 
lucky as to discover a stranded whale or a dead 
sea-IioQ ; and, however " high " such venison may 
be, it is always welcome, and imparts a sodden 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



msaiA. 115 

plmnpness to the fortunate finders. Of cotirse, 
nich prizes are rare ; and, like most savages, the 
life of a Fnegian is an alternation of occasional 
feaats with long intervals of famine. In the deo- 
peratioD of hunger it is fearful to think of the 
expedients to which he is occaraonally driven. 
There can be no doubt, however, that these In- 
dians are cannibals, and that when other subsiBt- 
ence fails, " they kill and devour their old women 
before they kill their dogs." Those who fall in 
battle are in like manner deroured by the victors. 

The intellectual capacity of these savages is, 
probably, small ; but their powers of mimicry are 
amazing. A long English sentence deliberately 
uttered they will repeat with the utmost precision ; 
and grotesque attitudes or grimaces many of them 
can reproduce with a comic gravity worthy of 
Liaton or Matthews. Shameless greed and syste- 
matic thieving are universal vices. As soon as a 
canoe comes within h^ of a ship, the well-known 
cry, "Tammer schooner" (Give me), is set up, and 
at everything given tbem they clutch and stow it 
into their basket without one look or utterance of 
gratitude. XotHng escapes their httle glancing 
predaceoua eyes; and, but for the utmost vigilance, 
nothing would escape their active fingers. Once 
and ag^n they proved too cunning for the wat^h 
of a man-of-wai', and succeeded in abstracting valu- 
able boats belonging to the surveying expedition of 
the British Admiralty ; and when a native gentlo- 
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man bad been paying a Tisit on board, before be 
returned to bis barge, it was thought no breach 
of etiquette to examine bis cloak for tear-kettles and 
other trinkets. As Mungo Park experienced in 
Africa, traces of gentleness and tenderness may be 
found among the women j but the mercies of the 
men are cmeL On the slightest provocation, the 
roguish simper can be exchanged for a scowl 
of fiendish ferocity; and when exasperated, or 
brought to bay, they fight with more fury than 
wild beasts. The men are surly tyrants; the 
women are laborious slaves. The softening influ* 
ence of the domestic charities is scarcely known ; 
and an incident related by Commodore Byron 
shews the fearful moroseneas to which depraved 
humanity sometimes subsides.* 

Of the religious belief of these savages little is 
known. Their divmity appears to be a great 
black man, who frequents the dim trackless woods 

* " Onr Dudque and hia wife had gone off in tbeir eanoe, when gbe 
dived fte m-etsgt ; bot, Dot meeting witlt gnat aacceea, the; re- 
turned a good deal ont oF homonr. A little boy of theirs, about 
three jeore old, whom they appeared to be doatingiy fond of, watch- 
ing tar hii fitlher and mother*! Tetum, ran into tbe Borf to meet 
them : the father handed a basket of aea-eggs to the child, which 
being too heaTy for him to carry, he let it 6JI ; npoa which the 
&tlier Jumped ont of the oanoe, and catching the boy ap in bii anna, 
dashed him with the ntmoet Tiolence against the stones. The poor 
little orsatnxe lay motionless and bleeding, and in that condition wag 
taken ap by the mother ; bnt died soon after. She appeared in- 
oonsolable for some time ; bot the bmt«, his fitlher, shewed little 
ooncem about it." — Ifamrtive of the Hon, John Byron, 1768, page 
118. 
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of the interior ; yrho is very malignant and power- 
ful; and who knows everytiiing that is done or 
spoken. They Kre very superstitioas. They have 
great faith in dreams. They will not for any con- 
sideration allow a stranger to cnt off a lock of their 
hair ; and they think it extremely unlucky to kill 
the young sea-birds. " Oh, Mr Bynoe, very had 
to shoot httle duck — come wind — come rain — blow 
— Tery much blow," was the solemn remonstrance 
of one of them to a gentleman who had killed some 
very young ducklings as zoological specimens. 
They never speak of the dead. When a boy, 
hereafter to be mentioned, was questioned about 
his dead father, he waa very unhappy, and refused 
to answer : " No good talk ; my country oerer 
talk of dead man." 

Embruted as are these savages, they are not 
sunk beyoBd recovery. Through the mercy of our 
G'od, there is at this moment on the earth a power 
well able to cure the worst woes of Fuegia. True, 
they are not aa inviting race ; but they are none 
the less a fac-simile of our British forefathers. Sir 
James Mackintosh was bora in a northern latitude 
exactly corresponding to Cape Horn in the souths 
and hb ancestors hved in a hut without window 
or chimney, with a fire in the centre of the floor, 
with a pile of mussel-sheila at tlie threshold, and 
with smoked flsh and deer's flesh hanging from 
the rafters; and when they wished to cross an 
arm of the sea, they waited for. a day of calm 
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ireather vhich iroalil not endanger theor wiokcof 
coracle. The ancestore of Davy and Newton lived 
in forests almost as sombre as the beech-woods of 
Narborough's Land. They wore cloaks of bull or 
badger's skin, like the otter or gnanaco robes of 
Navarin Island; and they anointed their persons, 
and pipeclayed their faces, in a tmly Foegian 
iashioo. The ancestors of Wesley and Wilberforce 
worshipped a devil, and were glad to propitiate his 
wrath by flinging their infants into the fire. Bat 
Christianity has wronght for Brit^ the best of 
miracles. If it has not brightened the skies and 
converted these islands into new Hesperides; it 
has shed a balm into the moral atmosphere, and it 
has transformed the population. It has made us, 
as a people, honest, hard-working, and humane. It 
has made a future existence a familiar idea, and it 
has made the Most High a not unfamiliar presence. 
It has given us tastes, aspirations, and affections, 
which a nation of atheists or pagans can never 
know. And whilst all this has boon effected with 
only a small per-centage of practical reli^onists in 
our population, and, we may add, with only a small 
per-ceotage of Bible Christianity in our practical 
religion, it has done enough to teach us that the 
only thing needed to make any land " a delight- 
some land," is the gospel in ascendancy. 

In the year 1831 diere were three Fuegians in 
England. They were brought to this country by 
Capt£un FitzIUy, R.!^., and the hope was enter- 
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tfuned that they might learn our language, aad 
acquire the habits of dvilisalion, so as to introduce 
them, on their return, among their own compatriots. 
One of them was a full-grown man, York Minster, 
a gruff and surly fellow, who could nerer be in- 
duced to letu*n anything. Jemmy Button was a 
good-natured boy of no great capacity ; and Fuegia 
Basket was a rather pleasing and very intelligent 
g^L Con^derable interest was felt in these vifd- 
tors from the auUpodes, and even the king and 
queen expressed a desire to see them. They were 
accordingly taken to the palace, and were received 
with all the gentle kindness so characteristic of 
Queen Adelaide. Captain FltzRoy consigned them 
to the care of a schoolmaster at Walthamstow ; and 
after a few months, accompanied by Mr Matthews, 
a mismonary, he carried them back to their native 
isles. It may be questioned whether their resi- 
dence in England was sufficiently long ; and it is 
likely that, bad a selection been practicable, more 
promiang pupils might have been found than York 
Minster and Jemmy Button. At all events, the ex- 
periment was very unproductive. On landing in 
tbdr own country, York Minster married Fuegia 
Basket, and being a powerful, resolute man, it is pos- 
fflble that be may hare been able to preserve from 
his rapacious neighbours the implements and manu- 
factured articles with which he was freely suppUed. 
But poor Jemmy was soon victimised. His goods 
were stolen, and his httie garden was trodden down ; 
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juBtlfjing bis verdict, " My people rery bad ; no 
Babe nothing ; my people very great fool" And as 
the violence of the people forced Mr Matthews to 
return on board, there is too much reason to fear 
that, left to themselTes, his scholars would soon 
relapse into the surrounding barbarism. 
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jfiist fiili. 



H< wsuderin^ thou htat nofflbered ; 

Bren eraj tear mine ejes 1i&t« Bli«d 

Th; Tisl holdi ; 

All in the folds 

Of tbj huge Toloiae read. 

Ptalm ItL 8. — Seorge Smtdyr. 



If OUT liveB are pnserved, and onr attempt proapered, ve thtll 
next Few Yetr'i Daj be in India. Wb shall no more see onr kind 
Mends aroond na, ot enjoj the aaDTeairooes of cirilised life, or go to 
the lionie of Qod with Uiose that keep Lol; daj; bat svarUif oonn- 
tansnoes will ereiTwhere meet our eye, tiie jargon of an nnknown 
tongue will assail am ears, and we shall witness the assemhling of 
the heathen to tlie wonhip of idol gods. We Bhall be weai; of the 
world, and wish for wings like a dove. We shall probably eiperi- 
ence seasons when we shall be " ezceediag sorrowfol, erea unto 
death."— A- Judxm. 
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WsEK Dr JudBon wrote to his futnre wife the 
words just quoted, he did not know how terribly 
the proga(»tic wouM be fulfilled. He did not fore- 
see the perils of the Burmese war, and the muma- 
gined horrors of the death-prison at Rangoon. 
And it is well for ns that there b no Agabua to 
rereal the tnbulations through which each must 
pass to the Kingdom, or to set fully before us the 
dangers and hardships which attend a new under- 
tf^ng. 

It was with a cheerful eye that Mr WilUams and 
his comrades sorTeyed the scene of their projected 
campiugn. Bat, as we have already said, they saw 
it to adrantage. It was midsummer ; and, as long 
as the ship remained in sight, the natives wore 
their Bunmer faces, and appeared mild, and almost 
friendly. The voyagers arrived in health and 
vigor ; and, in the excitement of strange circum- 
stances, the perils and difficulties of their uader- 
taking were materially disguised. 
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It was on the 5th of December 1850 that the 
Ocean Queen cast aachor in Banner Roads ; and, 
roBuming Mr WilliamB's Journal, we shall now 
trace the first proceedings of the missionarj pil- 
grims. 

" December 5. — ^At noon we proceeded in the 
ship's gig to a small island called Dothan, lying 
betwixt Garden and Hcton Islands. Captain 
Gardiner nad fixed on it as the nte of our intended 
dweUing-house, thinking it capable of being made 
peculiarly seciire from its portion and shape. Here 
we read an appropriate psalm, and offered prayer, 
and sang the doxology. The natires had followed 
us, and they stood gazing with wonder whilst we 
were so engf^ed. One passed into the centre of 
onr circle, and now and then made an observation ; 
and when we sang they all joined heartily with 
us. We then took possession of the island, and cut 
away the trees for a place where to fix our tent ; 
but afterwards, in the course of the day, upon more 
con^deration given, we abandoned Dothan, and 
chose our site in Garden Island. Here accordingly 
the axe was industriously used, and some large 
timber was cleared away. In the course of the 
afternoon, I shot a goose and a duck. In the course 
of the evening, what from being very tired and 
cold, and the rush of impreasuons being very great 
and forcible upon my mind, my whole body seemed 
to shrink from the hardships that were palpably 
before me ; and my flesh, with a cowardly tremor. 
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seemed to protest agmnat the difficulties, the trials, 
and tbe dangers. Whilst I felt this, I knew it waa 
bnt the veakness of the flesh, and although I could 
not, under its present weariness, qoiet its alarms, yet 
I felt a firm and quiet resolution, if need be, to 
sacrifice the flesh to the cause of God and humanity. 
It was a trial and a war between the two ; but the 
spirit within, strengthened by grace, offered the 
flesh up(ni tiie altar of sacrifice. Friuse God, never 
did I feel more sensibly how God provides grace 
ag^nst tbe day of trial ihan in this ioBtance. 

" Tuesday, Decanter 10. — To-day the first oppor- 
tunity presents, of recording the events which have 
marked our career. On Friday last, early in the 
day, having selected a spot on Garden Island ad- 
mirably adapted for our purposes, we conveyed to 
it bedding, apparel, provisioDs, and cooking utensils, 
and engaged ourselves most actively in clearing 
&way a spot sufficiently large for our tents. These 
we erected, and by nightfall had everything pretty 
comfortable. We bad two tents — one for the men, 
another for ourselves — and between the two a cook- 
ing-house or kitchen, made of poles we had cot 
down and covered with oiled canvas. The floor of 
our tent was covered with cork; over this, oiled 
canvas, which thus made a dry place for our beds. 
We had also begun a fence around our tents, which, 
on the following day, by the assistance of some of 
our ship's company, we enlarged and completed, so 
as to be surrounded on all sides except an opening 
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from the beach. It was amnung to see ub all at 
-work, each one plying the woodman's handicraft ; 
light and left, blows were being dealt, and the 
entangled foreit resonnded to onr hatchets. We 
piled up a huge fire, and regaled onrselTes with 
proTisions kiadly sent ns from the ship by our 
excellent ctq)tfun. Wo are indeed greatly indebted 
to him for unexampled kindness, he having con- 
Btantly manifested the most generous dupoution 
and an affectionate interest in aU that concerned us ; 
ever ready to assist us, and most hospitably and 
abundantly entert^ning us dniing our whole voyage. 
The name of Capt^n Cooper, of the Oc«an Qaeea, 
deserres to be remembered by na with respect and 
affectionate gratitude. 

" We were undisturbed by the natives the whole 
of the day, and congratulated ourselves on this 
fortunate circumstance, as we hoped, by their not 
seeing our possessions, they would not be so excited 
to molest and pilfer from ns. By eleven at night 
we were all so far sfa-^ght as to be able to retire 
to rest, which all of us did, excepting the Capt»n 
and myself. We had agreed that each shonld keep 
a two hours' watch the night through, and this the 
CaptUD proposed shonld be commenced by himself 
taking the first watch, commencing at ten o'clock 
every night. The Captain accordingly rigged him- 
self in his sou'-wester and india-jubber overcoat 
and overalls ; and thus armed agfunst the rain, for 
it was pouring with Fnegian earnest, he sallied 
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forth; and about half-paat twelre, I' eaoceeded 

" I had not l^n down, on account of the short- 
ness of time before commencing m; watch ; and 
now that I was alone in the dead hours of night, 
surrounded by the diu-k masses of wood on the one 
hand, and the rippling waters on the other, with 
the rfun pouring in heavy showers, and aiter a 
fatiguing day, I could not OTWcome the weakness 
of my frail heart, and I felt oppressed. The time 
of my watch hung hearily upon me ; and I ^most 
counted the minutes aa they passed. Strange cries 
broke upon my ear ; the penguin's harsh croak, 
with the shrill whistle of some sea-bird, and many 
sounds that I conld scarce account for, all tending 
to give an extraordinary character to the scene. I 
felt no fear, neither did I wish to be differently 
drcamstanced ; but I was weary, and I wished 
heartily for rest. Two o'clock came, and then was 
poor Mr Mudment's turn. He had thrown himself 
down on his bed with his clothes on, and now he 
engaged with alacrity in the duty which fell to him^ 
Selfish nature was glad of the opportunity to ex- 
change positions even thus with a Mend and a 
brother, and to comfort itself in the wu'mth and 
repose of bed. I slept soundly, and awoke the next 
morning ready to resume the labor of the day. 
We persevered all Saturday in completing our fence, 
and arranging matters to our satisfaction, and still 
we continued unmolested by any of the natives, — a 
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matter somewhat Burpri^ng, had we not hence 
conjectured that they were going to giye tiie 
intetUgence of our arriTal to others of then: ac- 
qumntance. 

" Toward the evening, however, we had intima- 
tion of their approach ; and three of them, whom 
we had hefore seen alongmde the vessel, came up 
to us. They appeared no way surprised at what 
they beheld, but greeted os with apparent good- 
nature, yammer-schoonering after everything they 
saw, and moving in a sidelong manner towards the 
enclosure of our tents, anxions to look in ; but we 
intimated our disapproval of thb, and they were 
very tractable. These three were very peaceable 
and quiet, imitating every word we spoke, catching 
at any oddity they observed in our manner or 
doings, and laughing, and seeming altogether so 
well disposed, that we had good hope of maint^- 
ii^ a Mendly footing with them, and have no 
reason to fear their molesting us. As the evening 
grew late, Captiun Gardiner made agns to thom to 
leave os, intimating that it was time to go to sleep, 
by laying his head on hb hand, and then gently 
directing them to the entrance. They readily per- 
ceived our wish, and without hesitation departed. 

" We had not provided meat for our food this day. 
For this purpose I went out with my gun (for we 
have first to shoot or fisb, before we can dine) ; and 
having brought back a goose and a duck, a stew 
was made of these, with the addition of some wild 
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celery we found in the voods ; and baviiig finished 
the day with pr&yer, we again took our repose by 
sleep. 

" Forcibly conTinced that we ought not to suffer 
&e Captain to share the duty of watching, I 
begged him that he would allow us to divide it 
entirely among ouraelTee, which, after some trouble 
and entreaty, he at length consented to do. At 
two o'clock I was called to take my post. The 
morning was fine and quite light, and eTerything 
around wore a pleasing aspect. The two hours I 
now spent, I trust I shall never foi^t I felt the 
precioiu influence of the Spirit of grace and lore 
upon my heart, and never were my impresuona of 
divine troths so forcible ; never did I feel more 
Bensibly the vaoity and Uttleness of all humaa 
things, save as they bear reference to the eternal 
and invisible kingdom of Ood. I was much affect- 
ed by the thought, that what the poor natives of 
these islands were to us, bo thousands and tens of 
thousands of the inhabitants of so^tyled civilised 
lands were in God's sight — savages in their enmity 
agiunst a jnst and good and holy God. I clearly 
saw that I had not so much duiger to dread at the 
hands of these poor wretched natives, as at the 
hands of polished and civilised people : those would 
only assault my body, and rob me of a few earthly 
comforts, whilst the latter, by their influence and 
example, would rob me of an everlasting salvation. 
My heart, by the reflection, waa drawn oat in behalf 
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of my natWe land, and, alas! I felt that there 
was spiritual wickedness in high places, and cor- 
ruption working at the very core of human society. 
The bles^ng of God's presence in a holy &ame of 
miad, with great joy, was felt as I never felt h^ore 
in like manner. The time very quickly passed 
away, very differently from the night before. 
Afterwards, whilst in bed, I was greatly led out in 
spirit to praise and bless God. 

" The following day, Sunday, was spent very 
happily and profitably. I was eng^ed most of 
the day with my Bible, and in close communion 
with God, blessed in the sense of his presence and 
favor. During the morning services, just as we 
commenced them, the three natives we had hitherto 
seen came again and either sat or stood at our tent 
door. There they remiuned, for the most part 
very quietly, whilst we were engaged m wor^p, 
little thinking how nearly they themselves stood 
concerned in what we were doing. All things 
went on very quietly, and nothing occurred to dis- 
turb us until lato in the afternoon, when we were 
startled at the mournful yelling cry of some of the 
women, from their canoes, like the prolonged howl 
of a dog. The Fuegians, who were with us at the 
time, immediately pricked up their ears, and mak- 
ing ngns to uB which we understood to mean that 
we were not to follow them, they departed in 
hasto, and proceeded up to the head of Bannw 
Cove, toward the outlet leading to Banner fioads. 
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Soon we perceiTed, by the help of our glasses, that 
some straogerB were joiniiig them. Vfe noticed 
that our Fue^ans took their spears with them 
before they went to meet them, and we imagined 
that the women might at first apprehend that the 
strangers were their foes. 

" In the conrae of a few honrs appeared the 
new-comers, who, we afterwards had reason to 
conclude, were from Navarin Island, and of the 
Tacuna tribe. We were immediately Bensible that 
they were altogether a different people from the 
others. Theur faces were quite blackened over, 
and they were sturdy and audadous in their hear- 
ing, and, as we soon fotmd, impudent and uncon- 
trollable. Unlike the former, they were ready to 
resent every refusal of their importunate demands, 
and resisted our endeavours to keep them in check, 
looking at ua with a most contemptuous and malign 
expresdon, and, by their demeanor, plainly be- 
speaking mischief. They were very well nude, 
and, but for the diabolical pasdons expressed in 
their countenances, really good-looking men. Like 
the others, they had the crown of the head cropped 
close, and the fore part like a circlet of long hiur 
hanging over the foce. Like the others, too, 
they were perfectly naked, except the guanaco 
skin, which hung loosely over then: shoulders and 
hack, and which they occasionally folded together 
around their arms. Each wore a necklace made 
of small shells. With five of these men around 
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m, prying into ererything, the other three bar- 
ing now pat on a leas pacific deportment, and 
almost entering our tent by force, our situation 
was not agreeable. It required all our Tigilaace to 
watch their motions; and, from their whispering 
t<^ether, and their bold attempts to look into our 
tents, we suspected that they were concocting some 
plan of attack. HoweTer, after a tdme, they left 
US, Captain Gardiner having yery plainly expressed 
his wish to that effect. After this — and upon the 
condurion of a very profitable serrice, during 
wbidi, aa has always been our custom on the Sun- 
day evening, Captun Gardiner read a very excel- 
lent and encour^ng sermon, uid I read from die 
Scriptures and prayed — we set the watch and retired 
to bed. 

"It bad been agreed that, on the least occasion of 
alarm, a rulway whistle, provided for the purpose, 
should be blown. Accordingly, a little before four 
o'clock on Monday moniij^, we were startled by 
its shrill sound, and were out of bed and dressed in 
an instant. The cause of the alarm was the coming 
of the two black-faced natiTes. It was raining 
heavily and a very disagreeable morning, and we 
were a little uncomfortable at so early an intrur 
sion. The Captain and Mr Maidment, together 
with poor Bryant, who was on watch for the time, 
encountered them, I returning in after a while, as 
did the Captain also. Mr l^dment and Bryant 
being left, had a groat deal bf trouble with them. 
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One of them had the ajidacity to push the former 
quite off his seat, althotigh he is a maoh bigger 
made maa than the native himself. They also 
would have taken off Bryant's boots, had they not 
been forcibly reasted. After renuuning two hours, 
they grew tired and left ua. But in the course of 
tite rooming, whilst Mr Uudmeot and I were out 
in the boat with Captain Cooper, the same men 
with stnne others ^ain riaited oar tenta, and so 
determined was their conduct, and so utterly eoa> 
temptnouB, all but bordering upon open hostility, 
that it was quite manifest we could no longer stay 
on shore, and Erwin came from Captain (jardiner 
with a message to Captain Cooper, asking him for 
hands to ainst him, as he would at once strike the 
tents, and hare all our things on board the boats. 
This was the original intention of Captain O^*- 
diner ; but he was anxious, while the boats were 
being got ready, and whilst the vessel was staying 
with us, to try an establishment on ihe land, so as 
to see what dispoutjon the natives would evince. 
1 was already firraly persuaded that the thing was 
impracticable, and was convinced that to prolong 
our stay another night would be attended with the 
loss of our property, and perhaps of our hves. I 
had only intimated these my apprehensions to 
Capt^n Gardiner, but did not press my opinion. 
I was therefore glad when I heard his determina- 
tion to abandon the land, and take to our boats. 
For that purpose, last evening (Monday) all our 
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things were agua brought on board the Ocean 
Queen, where we shall remain for a few days in 
the enjoyment of all our former comforts, until our 
boats are ready. 

" I should not omit to add that on Monday morn- 
ing, at the moment the whistle disturbed roe from 
my sleep, after soroe hoars of troubled and anxions 
thought, I had just begun to slumber. During the 
night I could not but feel how portentous was onr 
present horizon, and what dangers, difficuldes, and 
privations await«d us on aU hands. I greatly 
deplored the pressure of such thoughts, and rensted 
them over and over again with little success. But 
my coropas^onate Jesus helped me to look up to 
him as ready to help me even against myself, and 
to offer up myself ^ain a willing sacrifice nnto 
God. In this frame of mind I had sunk to sleep ; 
and when the alarm awoke me, it was just at the 
moment when I seemed to he hearing the songs of 
angels singing, ' We live to Christ alone ;' and oh, 
how heavenly was the impression made upon my 
■ heart I how sweet the sound still ringmg in my 
ears, ' We live to Christ alone I ' How full of mean- 
ing the words, 'Angels live to Christ alone I' We 
live to him alone, so must you. Yes, yes, my 
heart, my soul responded ; by the grace of my 
blessed Saviour, I will live to Christ alone. 

" I should also mention that whilst reading the 
Scriptures on Sunday, every word seemed to be" a 
volume, and truly I could say that then he opened 
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to me the Scriptores. Tea, I bless God, the Scrip- 
tures are become a precious treasure to me now, 
and I begin to verify the saying of Christ, that we 
must sell all we have, before we can go and pur- 
chase the field containing the treasure of God's 
grace and the riches of his Son. Oh I the world 
and Cbiist are opposed indeed. We must leave all 
if we would be his disciples : not that it is needful 
that we should all go into a heathen land to find 
the preciousness of Christ to our souls; but that all 
who seek after Christ should in no respect be con- 
formed to the world. God's love cannot be felt 
and known but where God's will is obeyed ; and 
his will requires of us, that we renonnce the world, 
the fiesh, and the devil, and Uve to God ; glorify- 
ing Christ with our body and soul, which are his. 

" On Saturday, in company with Captain 
Cooper, we took one of the Fuegians with us in 
^e Capt^'s gig, and crnised about for some 
hours. I shot a penguin at a considerable distance 
off, and this for the purpose of making an impres- 
uon on his mind. He seemed somewhat impressed 
with the sight of the wounded bird, though not 
much interested in the gun, or curious abont it ; 
however, he did not like that it should be brought 
very close to him, and seemed to have some fear 
of it. We took the man afterwards on board the 
ship, and ngged hiin out in trousers, shirt, stock- 
ings, coat, and cap, which one and another pro- 
vided for him ; we aiao did the same for two othw 
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Fne^anB, who came alongude the Teaael in th^ 
canoes with their families. Afterwards we took the 
man back with ns to onr statjon; gave him the 
bird, which, when some of hie companions, five in 
all, including two children, joined him, he put aa 
the burning embers, singed the feathers, then 
plucked them, and baring hud it on the fire again 
for about a quarter of an hour, it was ready cooked 
according to their taate ; and then, borrowing a 
knife &om one of the men, which he was hoaeet 
enough ^terwards to return, he dissected it, ^Ting 
each one of the party a portion. These ag^ bit 
off pieces and gave them to each other. And thus 
they devoured the whole, without the least part 
being left except the bones and feathers, shewing 
us snch a specimen of rapacious Toradtj and ex- 
pertness in dismembering and cleaiing the bones, 
as we had no conception of before. I also shot a 
large bird, the bald-headed Tulture, which I gave 
them; this they carried off to their families for a 
repast at home. We hare been disappointed in 
finding no fish in any of the waters about ns, 
neither catching any ourselves, nor seeing any with 
the natives, with one exception only, and then only 
a solitary one. Yesterday, we took courage on 
seeing some large albatrosses in the act of devour- 
ing a large rock salmon, which they had a minute 
or two before caught. The absence of fish is the 
more important to us, as the Gaptmn, having ob- 
served plenty with the natives when he was here 
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before, liad folly reckoned on them, and had pro- 
vided DO store of animal food, not even beef and 
pork. One thing more to be notioed now, is the 
remarkable aptitude of the people at imitation. Of 
this we had a atriking instance on Sunday last, 
when talking to one of the bojs. Not a word we 
ottered, but he repeated it oyot; not a questioD we 
put to him, but he answered ub hack in our own 
words, and imitated our every movement, so that 
it was quite ludicrous to see the child, as well as 
tiresome to talk with him. 

" Thtesday, Dec. 17. — In company with Cap- 
tain Cooper, we dined on shore in honor of the 
CaptEun's birthday, and to celebrate the naming of 
a point of land after him, called Cape Cooper. It 
ruaed nearly tdl the time we were at dinner, but 
we proceeded therewith as coolly as though we had 
been in the sunshine, indeed somewhat more so." 

Owing to some iodispenBable repturs, the Ocean 
Queen had been detained in Banner Cove longer 
than was anticipated ; but the time was sow 
arrived when she must proceed on her voyage, and 
take leave of the misaionary settlers. They availed 
tiiemselves of the opportunity for sending letters 
home; and a few paragraphs from one which Mr 
Williams addressed to his sister will interest our 
readers : — 

" Deeemher 13. 

" Ton will see, my dear Anne, by what I have 
written to C, where we now are, and how we are 
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situated. Ton can enter into my feelings. Toa 
know the source which supphes my consolations, 
and the fountain whence my joys arise. God is 
all-sufficient for us, if na are his children in Chtist 
Jesus, and put our whole trust in him. All who 



hare hitherto 
strangers and pi 
now. Rej< 



inheiited the promises have been 
i, and this, by God's grace, I 
oice therefore, my dear A., and 
know that all things shall work together for my 
good. Be not uneasy and apprehensive concerning 
me; but let your heart be glad that I am thus 
called to serve God and lire to him. I believe I 
shall be spared to return to you ag^. But what- 
ever be the will of God concerning this, we do 
know his will concerning our meeting together in 
his own presence, where there are pleasures for 
evermore. Then all will be lasting and secure : no 
more change, no more partings; but every tear 
will be dry, and the songs of our rapture will 
abound. The lap of comfort is too often the nurse 
of sin and sorrow, whilst the thorny path of duty, 
although through the wilderness, is the sure road 
to everlasting bliss, and fruitful in heavenly joys. 
Cheer thee up, then, my dear A., and seek with me 
first the kingdom of God, and live in the enjoyment 
of the love of Christ." 

" Wigwam, Banner Covi, 
" Dec&nbtr 18. 
" Mt deab Sister, — We have this day taken 
leave of the ship and all on board ; and now, with 
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OUT boats moored alongside of our station, or 
rather the place appointed for it, and in a wigvam 
of our own building — made of trera, thatched at the 
sides, with a £re in it — ^not far from the wigwams 
of the natives ; with the woods of I^cton Island on 
the one ade, and separated from Garden Island by 
Banner Cove ; seabed on the earth for my floor, I 
now write these last few lines agmn to say fare- 
well, and to bid you God- speed. God bless yon. 
All is well, dearest A. ; the Lord does greatly 
comfort and strengthen me. 

" I have receiTed a very plearang testimony from 
the Captain of the ship and the passengers and 
crew, who united together, and purchased from one 
of the passengers a gold watch, with a gold chfun, a 
silver pencil-case, and a gold ring. This handsome 
present was ^ven me to-day by the Captun, in 
presence of all the company on board, with a very 
flattering memorial drawn up and read. They 
allege as the motive to this very handsome conduct, 
the services I have rendered to many of them ; but 
I can sincerely say that nothing was farther from 
my expectations, and that I was conscious of no 
such desert I simply performed a duty that d&< 
volved upon me. Several of the men, even the 
sailors, wept on my taking leave of them, and 
seemed to feel greatly on leaving. They also pre- 
sented Mr M^dment with a ring and pencil-case. 
He really deserved their esteem ; for I never saw 
any person more kind in his attentions to the dck. 
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DDrsin^ them, cooking for them, and awisting them 
at all hours of the night. I regard this expreeooo 
of their kindnees as a good evidence that their 
hearts have been somewhat toached by Uie pro- 
feeuoa we have made of the Lord Jesus, and I 
hope that the grace of God may in<H% deeply aod 
permanently affect them. 

" I must close. My lore to C, to mother, &c., 
aod to all my dear fi-ienda. To-night the ship 
leaves us. I shall not go on board again; but a 
boat shall take this on board. 

" All is well, Ood be praised I It is beyond all 
thought blessed to be given op entirely to the 
service of Christ His consolations and the oom- 
fortB of the Holy Ohoat are infinitely precious, and 
far outweigh all [udvations we have to encounter. 

" Farewell, farewell I 

" Tour ever affectionate brother, 

" RiOIUBD." 

It is the twofold glory of Christdaaity, Uiat it 
infuses fresh tenderness into the relative affections, 
and yet, when needful, it can suborcUaate or 
supersede them. Mr Williams had warm feelings 
naturally, and religion made them wanner; and 
the parting with loved friends was the sorest pang 
in his departure for Fnegia. But as distance 'did 
not imp^r his attachments, bo these attachmraits 
did aot weaken hia zeal. He did not put his hand 
to the plough, and tnm his eye to his English 
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home ; bnt, whatever might be his secret hopes for 
the future, be gave all his heart to the irork 
before him. The love of Christ constrained him, 
and the sacrifice of earthly endearment which he 
had made for His sake, helped to render that 
Master's authority more august and his fovor more 
prerious. ^nd if it be a fine spectacle to see 
a home-sick bat oaken-hearted sailor like CoIhng> 
wood, sustained by a simple sense of duty — keep- 
ing his post one weariful year after aaother, when 
a flower from his own garden would have been 
more welcome than a forest of laurel, and a dght 
of his children more prized than a step in the 
peer^e — it is surely as great a l^son to see the 
Christian nussioDary self-exiled from what he 
deems an earthly paradise, and, in a calling which 
admits no earthly recompence, bound to a bar- 
barons shore by no other mooring than compsasion 
for bis fellow-men and loyalty to his Lord in 
heaven. It would be wrong to print the outpour- 
ings of brotherly and friendly tenderness, and the 
yearnings homeward witii which Mr Williams's 
letters overflow ; but, having been allowed to read 
them, we confess that they have greatly exalted 
the writer in our eyes, and have imparted to his 
mission another element of martyrdom. 

Betuming to the Journal, we resume the record 
after the sailing of the Ocean Queen : — 

" Our ship was seen getting under weigh at about 
mne o'clock on the morning of the 19th December, 
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and in a few hours we lost sight of her. Qo<J speed 
her, and all that are in her 1 About tea o'clock on 
the same morning we ourselTes prepared to leave 
Banner Cove, in search of a jdace where we 
might deposit some of our Btoree, our boats b^og 
too much crowded. We conld not stow any in the 
immediate Ticinity, on account of the natives. Ac- 
cordingly, we got under weigh, hut the wind was 
ahead of us at first. We had to make several tacks, 
and were sometimes puzzled in the attempt. My 
berth was in the Piemeer with Captain Gardiner ; 
but, as he required two of the s^ors with him, I 
exchanged places with Bryant, and went on board 
the Speedwell, which was under command of £rwin, 
Badcock being with us. Thus we were divided, 
Captain Gardiner, Mr Maidment, Pearce, and Bry- 
ant in the Pioneer, and we three in the Speedwell, 
The Spefdwell was much the heavier laden of the 
two, and greatly encumbered with stores. In 
addition, we had a heavy raft of timber fastened 
to our stem, and towed after us. I now turned to, 
to assist for the first time in the management of a 
Sidling craft I soon was able to handle the main- 
sheet, in working the boat, ' hauling aft ' and 
' slackening off,' ' brailing up ' and ' furling,' as 
required ; and rigged out in most of the gear of a 
sailor, with aou'-wester, a blue serge shirt, and 
heavy sea-boots. The wind was blowing fresh &om 
the N.E,, with squalls of rmn, and, although some- 
what gloomy the weather, and chilling, we set off 
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in excellent ^irits. After tacking about for more 
than an hour, the PioTKer got the start of uh, hj 
weathering on one taek the point of land project- 
ing from Garden Island, and we loBt sight of her. 
In attempting to do the same, the raft we had m 
tow came on our weather bow, whilst we were in 
stays, and we were driyen leeward considerably. 
We now tried to wear her, but, owing to a field of 
kelp on our lee bow, she would not go round, and 
we saw ourselves East drifting right on the surf. 
We were startled and amazed at the suddenness of 
the danger, as well as by its imminency and great- 
ness. It was scarcely credible to our senses, that, 
in the course of a few minutes, and almost at the 
instant of our losing ught of our companions, we 
should be exposed to such a peril as was now before 
us. All was anxiety and alacrity to do whatever 
we could. The anchor was hastily let go, but, 
owing to the mass of kelp and bad holding-ground, 
it came home until we were in the midst of the 
rocks. Destruction now, indeed, threatened us, 
and poor Erwin was almost beside himself. ' The 
boat, the boat will be lost 1 — she's done for, she'll 
go to pieces ! ' was the poor fellow's repeated ex- 
clamation. We did our utmost, by means of the 
boat-hooks, &c., to keep her from being heaved by 
the roaring swell on the rocks. Now she was 
broadside, and all but upon them ; now her bow 
was really in danger of being stoved : we were 
first at one part, and as immediately at another, 
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onr hands being fully engaged, to keep her from 
striking. Betwixt tiro and three boun we con- 
tinued thus, in constant and nnceaung effort, till at 
length we were somewhat relieved by getting a 
spring on the cable, on which I held for an hour 
longer, whilst Erwin and Badcock 6xed the boat- 
hooka. The wind was blowing hard during the 
whole time, with increa^ng blasts at intervals, and 
the surge was furiously dashing about us. For 
more tiian four hours together had we thus to con- 
template the probability of our destruction ; and if 
oor lives should be saved, yet now, separated from 
our companions, all our provisions gone, if left on 
shore, helpless and destitute, and at the mercy of 
the natives, the prospect was not pleasing. Were 
such my thoughts f They might have crossed 
my mind. But they were not my thoughts ; my 
ihoughts were altogether different The grace of 
God so strongly supported me, that I felt not the 
least alarm, and was all along confident that we 
should agiun get off in safety. Indeed, I could not 
help thinking that I was too insensible to our 
danger, and too httie affected by it. Certun, 
however, it was, that not a struggle nor one emo- 
tion of fear occurred to me. I felt that, whatever 
the result might be, all would be well, for God had 
the ordering of this, as well as of any other inrcum- 
stance which should betide us. Poor Erwin, as yet 
a stranger to the grace of Qod, gave way to pas- 
sionate paroxysms of grief, not on account of any 
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danger to bimaelf, bat od account of the appre- 
hended losB of our boat, and the injury we all, as 
well aa the mission itself, would sustain thereby. 
Dear fellow I his feelings reflected honor upon him, 
as well as im tmparallelled exertions. After re- 
maining in our dangerous portion the time before 
specified, a lull occurred in the wind, and we 
thought it a good opportunity to make an effort 
to get out, and push round the rocks into open 
water. It was, however, a most critical juncture, 
and presented certain destruction if we f^ed. 
FalUng down before God, we sought his direction 
and help in prayer, and upon riung from our knees 
immediately proceeded to out the chain cable ; but, 
not succeeding in this, we let it go altogether. 
And now, although destruotion appeared ine?itable, 
the swell launching ua broadside with great force 
in the direction of the rocks ; yet, by the mercy of 
6od, the danger was averted, and, after exerting 
ourselves to the uttermost, we found ourselves out- 
dde the rocks and round the point. Here i^ain 
another difficulty presented itself. Our rudder had 
been unshipped and carried away, and, before we 
could get any command of the boat, the wind and 
tide drifted oa against the opposite small island, 
Round Island, when we had again to make strenu- 
ous efforts with our boat-books. Hardly had we 
escaped this when we touched some sunken rocks 
and sboal water, but were ^ain mercifully pre- 
served. On getting free, we took the only alter- 
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native left us, and ran aground on the shelnn^; 
beach of Garden Island. Now, thank Ood, there 
was rest for the soles of our wearied feet. We 
hauled up the boat, and gave Ood praise. Happily 
at the time no natives appeared. Had the^ been 
present and witnessed our distress, humanly speak- 
ing we should have been altogether in their power, 
and in all probability must have fallen victims to 
their cupidity. But the providence of God was 
over us. The Lord is our shield. It was late in 
the day when we got here, and now, without any 
hope of seeing our companions this day, the wind 
being strong and agiunst their putting back, we 
passed the night, sleeping very soundly till the 
time of high water, about three in the morning, 
when the boat waa agfun afloat, and we once more 
got her into Banner Cove. 

" Friday the 20th passed, and we saw nothing 
of our companions till past midnight, when we were 
aroused from sleep by their shouting and rattiing 
agfunst our boat. How happy were we to see them 
returned and safe I They too had their difficulties. 
After losing sight of us they had proceeded, think- 
ing we should soon follow them, and after survey- 
ing several entrances on the north shore, bad found 
an excellent harbour about twenty miles from 
Banner Gove, which Captun Ganger named 
Blomefield Harbour, after Sir Thomas Blomefield, 
former secretary to oar Soinety. Here they passed 
the night, remuoing till the weather afforded them 
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a hope of returning to seek after us. Shortly after 
oar separation they lost both din^es which they 
were towing astern, the heavy swell having snapped 
the ch^n by which they were fastened. They found 
the boat not altogether fitted for sea, at least for 
rough weather, having no scuttle on her fore hatch- 
way, and leaking greatly from one of the bolt-holea 
in the knee of the bulk-head, which added much to 
their perplexities. Captain Gardiner was, however, 
highly gratified in having found a harbour so ex- 
cellently adapted for us aa he deemed Blomefield 
Harbour to be, where he thought there was every 
facility to complete the fittings-up of our boat, and 
to overhaul the Pioneer for her leak, ajid likewise, 
as no Qatives were seen, where we might depout 
our ample stores. 

" Bent upon this, we again set out in company 
at about ten o'clock, on Saturday the 21st. The 
morning was very fine, with light breezes, but 
against us ; so that, when in Beagle Channel, we 
had to tack about all day long, and made but little 
way. However, all was very pleasant, and we kept 
in company until the evening, when our boat, the 
Speedwell, got considerably ahead, and we at length 
lost sight of the Pioneer. We stood on our course, 
and, by the directions given, we got abreast of the 
entrance to Blomefield Harbonr. Surprised, how- 
ever, at the delay in the Pioneer coming up with 
us, we kept cruising about during the night, and 
seeing nothing at all of them, we in our turn became 
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alarmed for their safety. AccordJDgly, about nx in 
the morning, a fine breeze springing up in favor of 
onr return, we put back for Banner Coto, hoping 
they might have returned there. Abreast of the 
Cove we at first saw no indication of them, and 
were just in the act of standing out agun for sea, 
thinking that somehow or other they must have 
passed us in the night, and got before us into the 
harbour, when Badoock got sight of the boat masts 
and a flag flying at the top of one of them. She 
was but just viable, and we were greatly puzzled 
to account for her position, as well as alarmed at 
seeing her as we thought disastrously stranded. 
We got up to her as speedily as possible. Blessed 
bo God ! our first salutation from Captain Gardiner 
was, ' All is right, but bad you not come, all would 
have been wrong,' They had put back, on account 
of the light wind, to pass the night in our old 
locality, and had entered by Cook's Passage, but 
the tide, on ebbing, had receded further than was 
expected, and had left them aground. A large 
party of the natives had come back to Tent 
Cove, and bad been harasong them much. Just 
as our boat hove in sight they were mustering their 
forces, and our little party fully expected an attack; 
but if they had any such intention, our coming 
caused them to abandon it. Early in the morning 
the natives had qiute taken our friends by surprise, 
and being ashore, they clambered up into the boat 
without there being any possibility of preventing 
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them. At thia moment, so critici^, the Captain 
with his little band knelt doirn and offered np 
prayer to God, the nfttiTes standing about them; 
and it was apparent that during the time a real 
change took place lo the ccnntenance of one in 
particular of the natives, and they were all remarkr 
ably quiet and subdued. Aa soon as the tide was at 
full, the Pioneer was got off, and bot^ boats put 
undo- weigh. 

" Ihitaday, December 24. — ^At Tent Cotc, early 
in the morning, our alarm whtstJe was blown to 
apprise us that the natives were coming off. This 
was about four o'clock, and all hands were immedi- 
ately on deck io be prepared in case they meant to 
attack us. The natives consisted of eight men with 
their wives and families, in three canoes ; they 
came alongnde, and we deemed it prudent not to 
let them approach so near as to be able to spring 
on board. They, however, shewed no actually 
hostile spirit. We rather anticipated they would, 
especially as the night previous they had hong up 
white streamers on their canoes, and punted them- 
selves white, which we understood to mean hostility ; 
and we did not know for what purpose they all 
were mustered together and put off in company. 
As we gave them nothing on this occawon, but 
intimated rather our dissatisfaction with them, they 
soon left lis and went out of the Bay into the Beagle 
ChaoneL The natives being gone, we availed our- 
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selves of this opportunity to get b&ck our raft of 
timber, which was lying oq the beach opposite their 
wigwams ; and we also succeeded in recoveriiig our 
chain and ground tackle, and also a raft which we 
had constructed in place of our dingies. Ib the 
evening we bnned, or rather stowed away, all our 
surplus provisions, an excellent place being found 
for that purpose on Garden Island. 

" Wednesday, 25, — Took up our poution at 
Banner Cove, and overhauled the Pioneer, to get 
at her leak, Christmas day was, as almost every 
day had hitherto been since we got on board tiie 
boats, a day of bustle and work ; this was unavoid- 
able. Our Chriatmaa dinner coQUsted of preserved 
meat, and some wheat-meal dough with a few 
raiuns in it, which we enjoyed as much as any 
epicure in England could enjoy his well-spread 
table and delicate viands. We remembered our 
dear friends, and in God's name blessed them. 

" Tkuraday, 26. — The natives returned, and 
came up to ua in a very friendly manner, and we 
bartered with them for some small fish, which they 
had speared; they then passed on in the direction 
of their wigwams, but we saw nothing more of 
them that day. 

" Tuesday, 31. — Up to the present time, no- 
thing very material has occurred. We are now 
getting into something like setUed habits, as re- 
spects OUT new quarters and altered drumstances. 
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Two things have happened of a disappointing na- 
ture, which it has ra&er puzzled us to make up 
for. One is, that whereas Capttun Gardiner was 
in expectation of there being ahnndance of fish 
here, we find literally none, saving the small ones 
caught by the natives, but we do not know where 
they obtEuned them. The other disappoJBtment 
arises from our having left our stock of powder on 
board, BO that we can no longer supply ourselves 
with ducks and geese, of which there are plenty 
here. Anticipating neither of these failures, no 
large provi^on of animal food wa^ made ; only two 
casks of preserved meat, and one of pork, the 
latter purchased from the Ocean Queen. Conse- 
quently, our diet consists chiefly of wheat-meal and 
oat-meal, vrith rice and biscuit, cheese, butter, and 
mohksses. 

" Tktirsday, January 2, 1851. — Yesterday was 
with me a day of humbling and bowing down be- 
fore the Lord. Every circumstance that has oc- 
curred in this land of storms and desolation, has 
tended to the same end — to humble and abase me. 
The natural man has day by day been crucified. 
The privation of accustomed comforts, the vidssi- 
tudes already experienced, the trying duties de- 
Tolring on us, the dulness and great inclemency of 
the climate, the solitude of the scenery, the unin- 
viting character of the natives, and the apparent 
hopelessness of contending gainst so many difficul- 
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ties,— all these thiogs the flesh has had to be loaded 
with, and, together mth its own fears and repin* 
ings, to be nailed to the cross saA yield np the 
ghost, whilst in the room thereof Christ should be 
raised up and found in me the hope of gloiy." 
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Lobs, liiMn to mj lowl j dirge, 

H J pUuntlTe oil sttend ; 
Kj ftinting heart to thM vonld orgs 

A paj» Erom earth 'i &r end. 

Within tlij tabemaole sliadB 

I wonld for aje abide. 
In iring> of thj kind aheltering aid 

Would aMj rest and hide. 

Plain Id. 1, 2, i.—Zaie. 



In jonmejingB often, in peril* of vatera, in perils of lobben, in 
perilB bj the heatOien, in perila in the wildernen, in perils In the 
■m; in weaiiaeae and pidi^abieu, in vatehings often, inhnngerand 
tiiint, in bdin^i olVea, in oo!d and nakednwa.^^ Primitivi JUit- 
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Had the funds of the mission admitted of the pur- 
chase of a vessel of a hundred tons bnrden, the 
mission party would hare been comparatively inde- 
pendent. As soon as it became dangerous to 
remain on shore, they would have found a secure 
refuge on ship-board; and, in the event of their 
provisions failing, they could easily have proceeded 
for supplies to Pert Famine or the Falkland Isles. 
In that case, tbey would also have been saved the 
fatigue and anxiety of hiding their stores where 
there was great risk of the natives finding them ; 
and instead of creeping round these dreary coasts 
in boats too small to weather a storm, and which 
could scarcely ofi^r them a dry berth when the day 
was done, they wonld hare faced the blast with 
some confidence, and they would, at least, have 
lodged in comfort. 

As it was, with their shallop launches, as sooa 
as the Ocean Queen took leave of them they were 
almost as completely imprisoned in the Fuegian 
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islands as w&s Alexander Selkirk in Joan Fernan- 
dez; and to reacb a Christian settlement across such 
turbulent seas, would hare been little less than a 
miracle. On the other hand, as Mr Ritchie repre- 
sented to Captain Gardiner, the chances of European 
vessels Tisiting their rendezvous were very small, 
and it would hare required a powerful inducement to 
tempt any to such a dangerous deflexion from their 
usual course. But vitii a noble ardor the leader of 
the expedition longed to enter on his cherished 
project. He knew that there were flah in the sea, 
and abundance of birds on the shore. He had 
with Mm provisions for «x months; and before 
these should be expended he calculated on fresh 
supplies from England. And aithongh none knew 
better the wildness of these waters, shoidd it be 
found imposdble to propitiate the nataves, he 
trusted that on some untrequented coast, or afloat 
in some tranquil core, he and his comrades might 
hold ont till mtn-e efiectual meaoa were placed at 
their disposal 

Already, however, several elements in this calcu- 
lation were annihilated. To say nothmg of the 
unsnitableness of low-decked boata, whose iron 
roofs condensed the vapor and kept a pei^[ietiial 
rain dripping on the berths and floors, their ser- 
viceableness from the first was materially impured 
by the loss of the two " dingies," which were in- 
tended as a connnunicadon between the launches and 
tiielaod. Bya fearfulorersightthegunpowderwaa 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



NEW TBIAIiB. 157 

left in the ship, and it mis now on its way to San 
Franrasco ; and although there were fowling-piecea 
and good marksmen in the party, they had lees 
power to secure the game wiUi which they were 
surrounded than the savf^es who had nothing but 
their sUngs. And, although they had brought with 
them a net, this also tliey were destined to lose ; 
so that, in a climate beyond all others requiring 
warm shelter and generous diet, these devoted 
men soon found themselTes without cordials, without 
animal food, without dry clothing, without a ^ngle 
material comfort 

But not to anticipate the narratiTe, we resume 
the Journal of our meek and cheerful tnissionary : — 

" Lennox Gove, Wedneaday, Jan. 8, 1851. — 
Another eventful period has elapsed, and intro- 
duced new Bcenes, and brought fresh trials; but, 
praise God, the good proridence. of God has beea 
marvellously manifested. As preriously men- 
tioned, the natives caused us some alarm, by their 
mustering together at _aii early hour on the 
morning of Tuesday the 24th December ; but we 
could not be sure, though we had a strong sus- 
picioD, that their intentions on that occafdon were 
hostile. They passed on, and did not retom 
till Thursday the 26th, when they shewed a de- 
cidedly pacific spirit, but we were surprised to see 
nothing more of them after that time. We did not 
know whether they left the Cove the same evening 
or the morning following ; nor did we know their 
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motive for leaving again. It might be that thej 
were planning some miscliief agunst us, or it might 
be that they were going to fish. We, however, 
cheerfully entrusted onr keeping t» God, and de- 
tennined to wait the order of events, and to aet as 
circumstances should direct. 

" That the Fuegians were not to he trusted, and 
that our property was a great excitement to their 
cupidity, and that they would go any length to 
gain possession of it, we were now well assured. 
The art of dissimulation is very perfect among 
them : when they were few in number, and while 
the ship was present, their demeanor was quiet 
enough ; hut when they were upon a par with ns, 
the ship being gone, matters were altogether altered. 

" The boldness and troublesome conduct of the 
party who disturbed us whilst in our tents on 
Qarden Island, afforded us one striking instance of 
their dispoution. On that occafdon, there were 
only three or four of them ; yet we had some diffi- 
culty to keep them from thrusting themselves into 
our tents, and repeatedly since then we bad occa- 
sion to notice the haughtiness of their bearing and 
the forwardness of their conduct This was more 
particularly the case with the individual whom, for 
the sake of distinction, we named ' Jemmy.' This 
mtm was very well formed and featured, and most 
active in his habits : unusual energy and quickness 
of mind were very perceptible in him. But all this 
was for evil, and not for good: he was the ring- 
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leader, and acted in some measure as chief. He 
wae a daring and determined spuit, and his pride 
and consequence were exhibited in his rejecting 
with contempt anything of a trifling character, 
whilst he shewed a sound judgment in appreciating 
aught of a useful nature. On one occasion he 
pawed back a preserved-meat can, which the 
others always gladly accepted; and unless it was a 
knife, or a nail, or something of the sort, which was 
^ven him, a withering smile passed across his lips. 
If we might judge by the working of his features, 
his opinion of us was altogether contemptuous. 

" A rather singular tnrcumstance is connected 
with the coming of this individual and his party, 
which happened on the Sunday evening, whibt at 
our tent as before mentioned. It was then that the 
peculiar and dismal yelling cry, a loud and pro- 
longed wful of the women in their canoes, moored 
to the kelp, was set up. We also thought that this 
' Jemmy,' as we called him, was in all probability 
acqu^ted with a spot where we found the muti- 
lated and charred remains of a human body, the 
skin of the head and face being undestroyed ; and 
we were not without a suspicion that he might be 
the perpetrator of this work of malevolence. A 
shng was found near these remains, 

" Another thing to be noticed in ' Jemmy' was 
his frequent change of complexion. At first he and 
his compamons were painted black ; this was after- 
wards exchanged for white streaks, and then gave 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



160 BBV TBULB. 

place to a rery taatofully executed ornamental 
pfUQting of white dots yery orderly arranged. 
One of his two wives, aa we suppose tbe young 
women to.be who were generally in his cuioe with 
him, was painted prerasely like him,.wHch we took 
to express his favor towards her. Both these were 
finely made persouB, and reaUy good looking ; they 
had each an in&nt at the breast. I have been 
greatly struck with the quiet and easily abashed 
deportment of these young persons, and with their 
utter subjectioa to their master. 'Jemmy,' how- 
ever, i^peared to treat them kindly, and whatever 
beads or light articles we gave him, he handed to 
these companions. 

" After some days had elapsed, the natives re- 
turned on Saturday morning, January 4, about 
seven o'clock. The signal was given by our look-out, 
and ' Jemmy' and some others of our old acquaint- 
ance were soon alongrade. But we found that 
others, to the number of eight canoes, were coming 
in sight; and as there are usually two men, and 
sometimes more, is each canoe, we knew that their 
strength was greatly superior to ours. Ci^tun 
Clardiner got his glass, and he plainly enough saw 
that they were come purposely to attack us, aa 
they were well provided with their war spears; 
and moreover, they were taking in stones from the 
beach, the most certtun evidence of their hostile 
intentions. Ko tune was now to be lost, and with 
all speed both boats were got under sail. 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



VEV TBULS. 161 

" SeTeral circumBtaDces here are to be recorded 
of the mercy of God to ub. Had we been lying in 
Tent Cove, aa the day before it was proposed we 
should, we never should have got out of it in time. 
Op had we had our tents rigged, as we all along 
had until two days before, when the high winds 
compelled us to take them down, we should not 
have been able to get the boats ready soon enough. 
Or had we not had moorings independent of our 
anchors, which we had but just been able to pro- 
vide, we might not have been able to weigh our 
anchors in time to escape. And, lastly, had not a 
breeze sprung up just at the very minute we 
wanted it, we could not have got out and prevented 
the attack. Aa it was, we were able, by God's good 
and merraful care, to get out before they had time 
to enclose us. 

" The marks of disappointmdtt and chagrin 
were but too evident in their manner, when they 
saw us safely pas^Dg beyond their reach. It was 
a merciful manifestation of God's care, and truly 
he answered our trustful expectations and de- 
pendence upon him. Had we been well armed, 
and come to open oonflict with them, our chance 
of success bad been poor ; but to reust them 
and to do them harm, would have been as great 
an evil, and as deeply to be regretted by us, as our 
receiving bodily injury from them, and would have 
occa^oned a double necessity for flight. I had 
made this very thing a special subject of prayer; 
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for the thought of injuring them, eren in self-de- 
fence, is horror to my feelings, neither do I think I 
coold lift up my head any more, were such a thing 
to happen. In our sudden flight we had to cut away 
the raft we had built as a substitute for our din^es, 
as well as the hawser by which we were moored. 
We were also in the exigency unprorided with 
water, having but a day's allowance or so with us, 
and without wood for our fire. The Captain 
thought our only course was to go again to Blome- 
field Harbour, the same place we had tried to 
reach before ; hut on getting out into the Bay, it 
was clear we could not attempt it, the boata not 
yet being properly rigged, their scuttles not being 
on, and without bulwarks, — the spindles of boih 
rudders being broken, and having no other where- 
with to replace them. We therefore determined 
to sail eastward! fi^od shaped our course accordingly, 
under favor of a fine fresh breeze from the west. 
On making the south-east point of Picton Island, 
we sought to find a cove on the south sade, but in 
vain; and about noon, a dead calm coming on, we 
lay for some time anchored to the kelp. Here 
Captain Gardiner offered up a prayer to God, in 
gratitude for our merciful deliverance. Whilst we 
were lying here, the Captain expressed himself aa 
being now entirely left to the directing hand of 
God, and that nothing remained for us, but to leave 
it to his good providence to direct us where next 
we should go. His original intention of foraying 
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Dothau Island, as be proposed in that case ct^ing 
it, but which was afterwards, on the abandonment 
of the scheme, called Konnd Island, had been frus- 
trated ; BB had our effort to take up our abode in 
Picton Island, and our several efforts to find a 
suitable spot on the north shore of the m^nland, 
particularly our purpose to reach Blomefield 
Harbour, which the Captain thought so admirably 
suited to our wants. In fact, we had derised no- 
thing that had issued in success, and we seemed to 
be getting disaatroualy crippled ; being now without 
means altogether of getting ashore, unless unusual 
facilities should be afforded in the character of the ' 
harbour. New, Navarin, and Lennox Islands, 
remwned for us to go to. Navaiio had the disad- 
vantage of being peopled thickly with the natives, 
but the light breeze which after a time sprung up 
seemed to determine in its favor. We accordingly 
for some time pursued our course for Kavarin 
Island ; but' about midnight it fell calm, and con- 
tinued so till near three o'clock, when a breeze 
from the N.W. sprang up, which soon increased 
to a heavy gale, and now, wind and tide i^ainst us, 
and unable to beat through the channel, we bore 
up for Lennox Island. We ran before the wind, 
pastdng every creek and cove, in search of a 
suitable pUce for anchorage, and between nine and 
ten, on the Sunday morning, Jan. 5, arrived off 
Lennox Harbour. We anchored during that day 
in the harbour, and next morning weighed for the 
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purpose of grDonding the boat. The wind b^ng 
ahead, we, that is, the Piimeer, were just on the 
point of running in on the beach, when the wind 
taking her aback, she was diiveQ among a reef of 
rocks, and escaped destruction as by a miracle. A 
sharp-pointed rock was just cleared by her, and 
her quarter was in imminent danger of being store 
in on another mass of rock. She, however, ran on 
a httle sandy bed, and escaped all the rocks most 
marrellously, so that afterwards, when the tide 
had ebbed, we were astounded to see how remark- 
able her escape had been. - It waa ra&er «ngular, 
that just at the moment I heard her boun<nng 
against the ground, I was calling on the Lord in 
my morning prayer ; and though conscious some- 
thing was wrong from the hasty movements and 
anxious expressions overhead, yet I was assured 
of our safety, and altogether without any perturbed 
feelings. 

" The Speedwell took the land where it was 
proposed she should, — the beach, happily a sandy 
one, affording very favorable means of getting 
ashore. There was nothing very inviting in the 
appearance of Lennox Harbour, or the island ; but 
a resting-place from storms, where we could lie 
some time undisturbed by the natives, and complete 
our boats, was very desirable, and we felt truly 
thankful when we saw neither wigwam nor natives 
in the harbour. 

" The day after our arrival here, we found that 
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we could not get either boat afloat, the tide on the 
previous morning being higher than usual, owing 
to the force of the tempest, and it being the second 
or third day after spring-tide. We must now wait 
till the next spring-tide, some nine or ten days, 
and if natires come, we can't flee &om them. Bless 
the Lord, His hand has some secret but wise 
purpose here. We shall see by and by what it 
means. 

" Thursday, January 9. — Last night I remark- 
ably experienced the force of St Paul's words, Eph. 
iii. 16. I literally felt the might of Christ strength- 
ening me by hb Spirit in the imier man. A 
powerful temptation to view our present circum- 
stances with apprehension was forced into my 
mind. I felt that it was a device of Satan, and I 
instantly fastened my hold on the Lord Jesus. 
Delightfully did I feel that, leaning on hia power, 
I feared no evil ; and, with a sense of bis presence 
to cheer and bless me, I had ' a heart for any fate.' 
Never did I experience so vividly that it was not I 
myself, but ' Christ in me,' that won the victory ; 
or rather, that it was faith which seized hold on 
Christ's right arm, and thus wrought the triumph. 
I seemed at the time as if, in my complete nothing- 
ness, I had a power in my hand with which I could 
rerist the devil, and stand firm against all his wiles. 

" Friday, January 10, Eleven p.m. — I bless 
and praise God that this day has been, I think, 
the happiest of my life. The fire of divine love has 
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been bnming on the mean altar of mj heart, and 
the torch-light of i^tii has heen in fall trim, so 
that I hare only had to wave it to the right hand 
or left, in order to discern spiritual things in 
heavenly places. With it this poor heart of mine, 
that 80 long has been a dark caTern> wherein with 
mournful consciousness of «n and vileneas I have 
withdrawn myself and funted at the rebuke of the 
Lord, has now been lighted up, and shewn to me 
both swept and garnished, sprinkled as it is with 
the blood of Christ Jesus. And now it b made a 
temple-shrine for an indwelling God. And lo 1 I 
have come out from my darkness, and am made 
light in the Lord, and, like Elijah standing on the 
mount before the Lord, I no longer pine in the 
sadness of gloom and disappointment, as not 
understanding 'the ways of God with men,' and 
his providential as well as his spiritual guidance of 
his children ; but awakening up from my reverie, 
and finishing my journey in the wilderness, I learn 
how great is the mystery of godliness, and how 
needful is the chastening of the Lord to his 
children, whilst as a Father he afBicts us for oar 
profit, and humbles and abases us by the rod of his 
hand, and ^ves us to feel our poverty of spirit, our 
helplessness, and unworthiness, as a needful pre- 
paration to our beholding his glory, and hearing 
the still small voice of his love. To-day, the voice 
of the Lord has sounded in my ears, 'Come up 
hither;' yea, I have ascended up on high, and 
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dwelt with God in love. Now, now, now, the 
Lord JesuB is in me the hope of eternal glory. 

" Saturday, Jan. 11. — Another day of joy and 
peace, and sweet communion with my Lord. 
During the evening had a very sweet season with 
the men in prayer, each one, after the good old 
Methodist fashion, praying. Bless God, it was a 
favored time. The Spirit of God was with us, and 
we sang together with heart and voice. £rwin is, 
thank God, laboring under deep conviction and 
penitential sorrow for sin. I have no doubt now 
of his soon being one with us. This is indeed a 
matter of praise to God." 

The present circumstances of the mission party 
were very cntical. Their boats were aground, 
and there was no prospect of getting them afloat 
for a week. And to make the peril imminent, two 
of their number returned from a walk with the 
tidings tl^at there were natives in the adjoining 
cove. But amidst these dangers and disasters a 
holy joy was fiUing the mind of Mr Williams, and 
rendering him forgetfiil of every temporal evil. 
The only member of the expedition of whom he 
stood in doubt was becoming " a brother in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ ; " and> 
under the teaching of the Comforter, his own spirit 
was surcharged with those sublime realisations 
which render the believer more than heroic. It is 
thus that he writes in his Antarctic Patmos : — 

" Mmday, Jan. 13. — ^Last night, I was awak- 
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eued by thonghta crowding into my ndnd. The 
eye of f^th ran otbt the fooDda^onB of its hope, 
and discovered such glorious marks of eTerlaating 
stability. I aaw a necessity for the atonement in 
the astonishing baseness to which onr nature had 
fallen, aad for the power and wisdom engaged in 
our restoration being nothing short of God — the 
eternal God manifest in the flesh. As clearly as I 
perceived that body and soul make one man, so 
clearly and certainly did I see that Qod and man 
make one Christ, ' the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Prince of Peace.' Now my 
soul drank plentifully of the streams which make 
glad the city of our God. Every feature of the 
Divine sacrifice acquired additional value in my 
eyes. I bowed before the Lord, and humbled my 
soul before him who s^th of himself, ' I am he 
that liveth and was dead, and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore. Amen ; and have the keys of hell 
and of death.' I felt that the inestimable price of 
my Saviour's blood was put into my hand. I could 
not tell nor count the riches I was worth ; yea, I 
could scarce grasp the thought that all this was 
mine. But God strengthened my faith ^ain, and 
I realised the glorious truth that with such a price 
in my hand I could buy all heaven and all the pro- 
mises of God. I did apply the golden key to 
heaven's treasury, and with it opened the store- 
house of God's exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises. With glorious light streaming in my face. 
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and my heart dancing for very joy, I saw such a 
meaiuDg in the words, ' Grace reigna through 
righteousness unto eternal life, hy JesuB Christ our 
Lord,' as filled me with wonder and ' great admira- 
tion.' Indeed, I was lost in wonder, lore, and joy. 
Grace reigns 1 Mercy is on the throne of Omni- 
potence I Love is exalted, — to do its own will, to 
follow its own promptJDgs, to give out of a full 
hand, to bless according to its boundless charity. 
Grace reigns I Jesus ia enthroned I He who 
loved us and gave himself for us, has all power in 
heaven and on earth, and is ascended to give gifts 
unto men, and to dispense eternal bliss to his re- 
deemed people. What I saw and felt of Christ's 
love no tongue can tell. Heaven was begun below. 
Uow long I continued feasting on such a feast of 
fat things and on this ' wine of the kingdom ' well 
refined, I cannot tell. But some hours must have 
passed, for with the exertion of the spiritual and 
mental energies nature was all but exhausted. I 
was just on the point of dozing, when the imagery 
of Israel singing in the wildernesa was presented 
to me : 'I will give her her vineyards from thence, 
and the valley of Aehor for a door of hope : and 
she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, 
and as in the day when she came up out of the 
land of Sgypt.'" I recognised the promise, and, 
whibt pf^se swelled upon my hps, melody was 
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made in my heart, and I felt the blessedness of 
an intimate commnDion with those who sing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb. 

" glorioiu Iiop« of perfBct Inre ! 
It lifU me op U> thingB abore i 

It bean on eagle vingg ; 
It glrea m^ raTish'd soul a taste. 
And mokes me for same moments feast 

With Jwua' prieita aod lingi. 
" that I might at enee go up t 
Ho more on thii dde Jordan atop. 

Bat DOW the laud posBesa : 
This momeot end m; legal ;earB, 
SoTTOWB, and dm, and donbta, and fe&re, 

A. howling vildeiDeai I 

" Now, my Joahu*, bring me in. 
Cast oat thy foca ; tbe inbred sin. 

The carnal mind, remoTS ; 
The pntchase of thy death dinde. 
And oh, with all the aanctified 

Ciire me a 'lot' of lore t 

"Yesterday I held a prayer-meeting in the 
morning with the men ; in the evening I read to 
them one of Mr Wesley's sermons. Dear Erwin is 
thirsting after the righteousness which ia of God. 
I am delighted to see his humble and contrite 
spirit before the Lord. Bless God, he is not for 
from the kingdom of heaven. 

" Lennox Harbour, Saturday, January 18. — 
Come to-morrow, Sunday, we shall have been 
here just a fortnight. Many have been the mercies 
we have experienced since coming here. In our 
utterly helpless state, both boats aground, and the 
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tide not reaching anything near to them, we day 
by day verified the gracious and merciful protec- 
tion of God's providence in keeping the Fuegians 
unapprised of our situation, and hindering their 
coming. We did not expect to get off before the 
return of the next spring-tide, which would be at 
least ten days ; and during this time, of course, 
there would be many possibilities of our situation 
being discovered. Jammed as the Pioneer waa 
among the rocks, so that any one bent on doing ub 
an injury could stand right above ns ; and to this 
add the weakness of our small party : and to human 
thinking, no position could present more occasion for 
apprehension and anxiety. But I believe not one 
of our party felt either, or if any one of us did, 
there was at least no indication of it; but our 
solicitude was bushed into repose by our hope in 
God. The boats were separated at some distance 
from each other, and we thus made two parties. 
It was to me a favorable occa^on for prising on 
the men the need they had, together with myself, 
of doubling our diligence to ' make our calling and 
election sure ;' and of uniting with them In fervent 
prayer unto God. The special presence of the 
Lord was felt on two occamons, whilst we held 
prayer-meetings. I have great hope of dear Erwin, 
that God will make him a bles^ng to us and to 
himself. It is this coming to the vital matters, and 
ur^ng on the soul an immediate consideration of 
the truth as it is in Jesus ; pressing home the con- 
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victJoD, at the same time carrying help to the 
stricken penitent, encouraging him to seek and 
helping him to find, according to God's promise, a 
present salvation, — it is this which makes such a 
material difference betwixt our Methodistic mode of 
procedure and that of many other denominations 
of Christians. Many brands are thus plucked from 
the burning, who, according to a more formal mode 
of administering the things of God, might never 
have been saved." 

Captain Gardiner and Mr Miudment were mem- 
bers of the Church of England, and, in the hope of 
its being eventually taJcen up by some Church 
Society, it was agreed that the Fuegian Mission 
should be conducted on Church of England princi- 
ples. This arrangement was with the entire assent 
of Mr Williams ; but it is not wonderful that re- 
miniscences of love-feasts and class-meetings should 
have mingled with his adopted chiu'chmanship. 
And having in his three Cornish brethren so many 
live coals, it was all the easier to set the fire a-bum- 
ing. His faithfulness and fervor were, we trust, 
blessed to the salvation of the only member of the 
expedition who had not yet tasted that the Lord is 
gracious. In being thus instant in season, Mr 
Wilhams set an example to every Christian ; even 
as the personal lurgency which Mr Williams justly 
claims as a distinction of Wesleyan Methodism, is a 
lesson to all the churches. But, to return to 
Lennox Harbour, and onr interrupted narrative : — 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



iraW TRIALS, 173 

" On the day of our arriral, we saw two fine 
Fuegian dogs, which led ns to expect that the 
natiTes were not fer off. In the course of the 
week we saw the dogs ^lun, but stUI no natives. 
In the neighbouring core there was a well-built 
wigwam, and an enormous pile of mussel-shells, 
the work, I should think, of many generations. 
Here, too, not fw from the wigwam, we found 
human renuuns — a skull and bones of the ex- 
tremities. In the cove on Sunday last, the 
12th, we saw a canoe, and the smoke issuing from 
a wigwam, but when we looked the next day the 
natives were gone. We were well pleased to think 
they had not perceived us. 

" Day after day we waited patiently for the moon 
to enlarge her borders and approach to full, that 
we might by the spring-tide get our boats off. On 
Wednesday we dug away the sand from under the 
SpeedwelVa keel, and tried, by tackles and rollers 
under her, to get her nearer the sea, that we might 
make doubly sure of success. However, this was 
a vain effort, the weight of the iron decks rendering 
it utterly impracticable. We made greater efforts 
the next day, turning in a stream of fresh water 
and damming it up around her, and then using the 
lever and rollers as before ; but with no avail. The 
Capt^ thought that the moon was at full that day, 
and as the tide was still deficient, not more than 
reaching to the stern of the Speedwell, which was 
nearest the sea, he considered that we had little 
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hope of getting off at all, unless a amilar combina- 
tion of circumstances should occur, as was the cause 
of our driviag so high upon the beach, viz., a gale 
blowing from the X.X.E. and a high spiing-tide. 

" Friday the llth. — I awoke, and sweet was 
the commonion of my soul with the Lord in 
prayer, i felt that I could trust God, yea, for all 
things. It was suffident for me to know that my 
God ordered all events, and that he had all power 
to do whatever pleased him. Whilst thus hanging 
upon Him, it suddenly occurred whether I could 
believe that we should get out of our present 
difficulties. Fiuth nnhedtatingly replied, Tes. 
But when f when wilt thou get out of them i 
When it shall please God. 'Couldst thou not 
believe God was able to send his water high 
enough to float the boats this very morning f 
Tes, replied faith. I could believe it without a 
doubt. ' But now f ' stud the same qnestiocer 
within me. ' Now,' I thought, ' now f ' It re- 
quired only the pause of a moment to answer, 
' Tes, now. I do believe that God will send his 
water this very morning, and float the boata, that 
we shall get off.' A wondrous power constrained 
me to believe it. It was no act of my natural, 
fleshly mind, but the Spirit of God gave light to 
see the Lord's will, and that therefore I might 
believe he could precisely do what he suggested to 
me to believe. Scarce had the assent of my f^Ui 
been given, when I heard one of the men, who had 
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juat got up, fuid gone on deck, Bay, ' She is s£oat I ' 
From any natural ground I had not the slightest 
suspicion, much less intimatioa, of the fact. It was 
not long afterwards that our boat (Pioneer), which 
had so dangerously entered among the rooks, but 
as wondrously escaped injury from them, was once 
more in open water, and safe. The Speedwell was 
also sufficiently surrounded with water to hav9 
enabled her to float, only that the rollers which 
were under her r^sed her considerably, and did 
not allow of her getting off. This, however, she 
did the next day (Saturday), the rollers having 
been t&ken away. And thus once more we were 
out of our difficulties. 

" The natural cause of this singular riung of the 
tide, contrary to our expectations, was, that here 
the difference between two tides is very remark- 
able, and it being so low the day before, we did 
not see any probability of there being a rise so 
much aboTe the level of what it was only a tide or 
two before. 

" As it was impracticable for us to continne any 
longer in Lennox Harbour, it being too exposed 
for us to ride safely at anchor, our tackling being 
not strong enough, and we had had enough of 
beaching the boats, we were tain to seek new 
quarters. Some few days before, the CapUun, 
with Mr Maidment, had walked across the country 
to explore for a fresh cova, and found one which 
promised to answer well, and to which he gave the 
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name of Mercy Cove. Thither we now directed 
our course. 

" During the first week of our residence at 
Lennox Harbour, with the exception of seeing tihe 
two dogs, which crrased the beach and barked at 
us on two different occaaons, we had no reason to 
think natives were near us. On Tuesday the I4th, 
a party came to us. It consisted of two men, and 
we beheve one family. They were very quiet and 
docile, and one of the men very good-looking, with 
good feehngs exhibited in his peaceful and pleasaut 
countenance. It seemed quite unnarraDtable and 
uncharitable to think evil of him, or to suspect he 
would do ua harm. The child they brought with 
them was a very interesting litUe vivacious fellow. 
The father was most careful of him, and scarcely 
allowed us to handle him. He was well wrapped 
ap in skins. All this was pleasing, and it is a 
pleasing trait — conspicuous in the Fuegian charac- 
ter, as far as we have yet been able to judge — ^their 
fondness for their children. As these were the 
only party that we saw whibt we were in the har- 
bour, we were very easy as long as they continued 
with us. We could not tell, however, but that they 
might go off for others. They did leave us on the 
Friday, but came back on the following morning, 
and agun in the course of the morning left us. 

" Late on Saturday afternoon, at high water, 
after expenencing fresh difficulties in getting our 
boats over the irregular sand-banks in our way, and 
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grounding repeatedly, at length vre found all Hght, 
and Bhaped our course for Mercy Core, a few 
miles south of Lennox Harbour. When abreast 
of a cluster of islanda adjacent to Luff Island, ve 
saw a large body of natives on the beach to the 
left of us, and our old acqoiuntance of Lennox 
Harbour on the island to the right They were 
engaged in fishing or hunting seals, which were 
very plentiful near to the spot. They no sooner 
caught sight of us than, as usual, the uproar was 
great; shouting and gesticulating were the order 
of the day. Canoes immediately put off, and they 
paddled away with a speed which exceeded all our 
previous thoughts of their skill. We were now 
within a short distance of Mercy Cove ; but it was 
evident that if we proceeded, the whole of the large 
party, eonBiBting of about five-and-twenty persons, 
would follow us, and we should be at their mercy. 
We therefore regretfully turned back upon our 
path, and cast anchor in Lennox Harbour. 

" Next morning, Sunday the 19th, just a fort- 
night after our first arrival in the harbour, the 
Captwi thought it advisable to get under weigh 
agun, with the intention of going to Cape Rees or 
Blomefield Harbour. His reason was, that he felt 
sure the natives would follow us, and we should 
not be able to spend a qiuet Sabbath where we 
were; and he thought it very desirable that we 
should get off early, and arrive at our &esh desti- 
nation, wherever that should be, early enough to 
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hold onr reli^ns serrices. We weighed anchor, 
therefore, soon after four o'dook ; with a wind at 
first light and faTorable, and a pronusiog morning. 
However, we had scarcely got into Oglander Bay, 
when the wind freshened and became dead ahead. 
We consequently beat about, still permsting in onr 
intention. Whilst tatting, the two boate ran foul 
of each other, and carried away our bowsprit, 
doing some slight injuries also to the iSpeedwelL 
It was a time of great danger, and the wonder is 
that one or both of ns had not our bows store in, 
—the rudder of the Pwneer not b^g seaworthy. 
We therefore bore away for Lennox Harbour, and 
reached it again. As we entered the mouth of the 
harbour, the wind being right ahead, and our bow- 
sprit and jib having been carried away, we missed 
stays, and were obliged to run an anchor out in 
haste to keep ourselves off the rocks. Our posi^ 
tion was a iresh instance of imminent peril. The 
wind now blew a hurricane ; and at first our an- 
chor dragged, aad we were tlireatened with de- 
struction; but the kelp did us good service, and 
we held on. Nearly the whole day the pitileaa 
blasts smote us, and the foaming water raged 
around us, the dark clouds pouring on us their 
pelting hailstones and deluges of run. It was 
really fearful. We were aaything but sheltered, 
being nearly at the entrance of the harbour, and 
vrithin thirty or forty feet of the rocks, agunst 
which had we dashed, we must inevitably have been 
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lost. But Ood in his providentJol mercy tu 
with ua. We all felt, however, that we bad dono 
wrong in gettxag tmder weigh on the Sunday 
mtHiiing ; and greatly did I feel reliered when I 
heurd the Captun say that he also felt it wrong. 
' Never,' said he, ' never have I commenced a voyaga 
or a jonmey on the Sabbath before, and this shall 
be ^e last time.* 

" Jieliance Cove, Wednesday, January 22. — 
On Monday following, the 20th, we agiun got under 
weigh for Blomefield Harbonr, the day beug fine. 
Onr doing so was contrary to the impresnon I had 
derived from what had occurred on oar former 
attempts. However, I gave no expression whatever 
to my thoaghts ; and there were such great advan- 
tages to be reaped from the nature of the harbour, 
the serenity and ccnnploteness of the shelter, that it 
appeared very desirable we should go there. In 
our way to it we passed, abont mid-day or some* 
what later, Cape Rees, where a snag cove seemed 
to invite us in, and the wind falling calm, we 
dropped almost into the opening of it Nothing, 
however, would do but Blomefield ; so on we went 
as soon as the wind sprang up. 

" We arrived off Blomefield Harbour at hal& 
past eight o'dock. As we got in sight of the 
harbour, we saw several fires a titUe to the eastward 
of Cape Despard, and we were soon apprised that 
there was a good party of the natives present 
Three canoes put off, and it being calm at the time, 
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they shortly came up with ns. AmoogBt them mi 
one of our Banner CoTe acqufuntanoes, and a mem- 
ber of the league oi^anised against us. There 
were some very fine men amongst them, who, one 
espetaally, we thought must belong to the mun- 
land. 

" Our errand was now altogether useless. It 
was clear wa should hare no rest nor quiet, and 
equally clear that the natires would soon accumu- 
late an orerwhelming force, and overpower our 
small and feeble paity. It was agreed that our 
only course was, late as it was now getting, to 
turn back upon our route, and make agun for 
Banner Cove, as a temporary asylum. We kept 
under sail all night, it being for the most part of 
the time a calm, or but rery little wind. Wliilst 
we lay becalmed off the nortli-west end of Pictoa 
Idand, a canoe put off, in which we found the iotl* 
mate assotaate of Jemmy, the great concerter of 
the attacks upon as, and our most troublesome 
acquaintance. This circumstance at once apprised 
us that Banner Cove would be no shelter for us ; 
for we were quite certain that the hue and cry 
would go forth, and that they would all he around 
us very soon. Thus being driven out of every 
asylum, and it being quite impracticable, in the 
crippled state of our boats, to beat about and 
dodge off and on &om place to place, an oppor- 
tunity was sought to confer together as to the 
pourse we should, in the midst of such perplexities. 
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pareue. The Captfun offered up prayer, — a prayei' 
breatlied in ^mplicity and godly ^ncerity, and in 
firm reliance npon the goodness and providential 
direction of our heavenly Father; and afterwards 
it vas decided, that, as the only alternative now 
left, we should pursue our course to the eastward, 
and if unable to find a convenient cove, that wo 
should go on to Spaniard's Harbour. 

" The wind favoring us, we proceeded accord- 
ingly. At half-past eleven we found a cove 
under Cape St I^o, where we might make at least 
a short stay, and get fresh supplies of water and 
wood. We accordingly anchored, and in the after- 
noon went ashore, and walked over the headland 
till we came in sight of Cape Jesde. In the course 
of our walk, which, going and returning, occupied 
five hours, we saw a guanaco acting as a scout, 
perched on the highest point of land, aud watching 
us with a very narrow scrutiny. It did not allow 
OS to get very near, but, with a leap and a bound 
in the air, gave the signal to the herd and started 
off. We saw the footprints of these animals very 
numerous, and also many Indian paths. The only 
other trace of natives was a wigwam near the 
beach. 

" Thursday, Jan. 23. — Having got the rudder 
put to rights, and having obtained fresh supplies of 
wood and water, we left Reliance Cove, at a 
quarter to ten a-m., with a fair-weather sky. As 
we passed one of tte lying-out rocks, we were 
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iatereeted in Beeing the nnmber of Air seals -wlath 
■were grouped upon it. We were becalmed for a 
time, within a short distance of them ; their grunt- 
ings amused m much. Towards evening the wind 
freshened, and we soogbt for shelter in Slogget 
Bay, and anchored for the pight in West Cove. 

" Next morning, Friday, 24th, we again weighed 
anchor at a quarter to twelve. We had a good 
mn, nothing occurring to ns bnt the loss of the 
aprit to the Speedwell, which happened while 
beating in for Spaniard Harbour, where we 
anchored at a quarter past nine p.m. We now 
hoped we were got to a place of refuge, where wo 
might for a time, at least, have rest from our 
wanderings ; and remembering onr bad and 
troublesome and long pass^e in the Ocean Queen 
over the ground we had now with so much pleasant 
ness and facility traversed, we were very tbankfol, 
seeing plainly the hand of our God in his mercy 
and favoring providence. To God we did unitedly 
give the praise and the glory. 

" Next morning, Saturday the 25th, perceiving ■ 
an opening from the sea to what appeared a 
lagoon of fresh water, we resolved to take np our 
position there. We got on shore, and I took a 
long stroll. Whilst pursiung my way along the 
bank of a mountain torrent, I was struck with the 
many advantages the country here possesses over 
what we had seen elsewhere. In some spots there 
was really good meadow land, and the scmeiy was 
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pleaaing^-yalleys, and copses of wood, with a bold 
raoge of monutauu and hilly blul^, meeting the 
eye in its farthest range. The sun was shining 
out quite warm ; indeed, the weather was delightful, 
and I felt a real pleasure whilat contemplating the 
country around me, and joyous and pleasing hopes 
threw a radiance on my spirits. I began to think 
that even Tierra del Fuego had in itself natural 
charms and beauty, and that it could put on a 
pleasing aspect and claim our sympathy. But 
when, in addition to such physical enjoymont, I 
thought of the poor inhabitants of the land as 
eventually brought to the knowledge of a Sariour, 
I was oreijoyed and full of prmse to God at what 
I felt of his goodness, and at what I felt of hope 
and expectation from that goodness. In such a 
sense of God's blessing and faTor, I knelt down 
where no eye but His could see, and prayed, and 
gave thanks. 

"Returning to the boats, I found them anchored 
off tiie right bank of the river — the »de oppo^te 
to the one I had got ashore — and, as the tide was 
ebbing, they were both aground ; and as they had 
no means of sending oflf for me, it was necessary 
that I should walk, and find a fordable place for 
crossing the stream. I therefore retraced my 
steps, * and scrambled through copse and brush- 
wood, some of which conusted of a species of 
currant-tree, and was so strongly entangled it was 
almost impossible to get through. Penetrating 
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further inlant], the coimtry became more open and 
trees larger, and I perceiTed at a distance a feir 
irigwams, which I thought it not pmdent to 
approaeh any nearer, aa I was already some miles 
away from the boats. I therefore crossed the 
mer here, and after a long jonmey, now in the 
forest and presently ag^ in the phun, with some 
difficulty in finding my way at all, I got back, 
having been absent five or six honrs, both &tigued 
and hungry. 

" We continued at Cook's KiTer until Tnesday, 
Jan. 28, when finding it to be very inconrenient 
for us to get ashore, as well as imprudent to be so 
long aground, we removed to a well sheltered inleti 
which we called Earnest Core. The weather every 
day for nearly a fortnight bad been fine, the sua 
quite strong, and much light wind, with but occa- 
sional showers of rain. At Lennox Harboor we 
bad it very fine, and in our various journeys, aa 
well as Eonce our arrival in Spaniard's Harbour, the 
weather had been very fine, some of the days for a 
short time equalling in warmth and brightness a 
summer's day in England. At nightfall, however, 
it generally becomes cold, though there were three 
exceptions in a fortnight to that, the temperature 
remaining high, and even close. We were much 
cheered by the prevalence of fine weather, and 
how greatly it had favored us we could not suffi* 
ciently estjnmte. 

" Friday, tlie last day of January, after a 
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beautiful day, the weather began to look squalljr 
and to rain heavil;, and contjnued to do bo all 
night. A heavy gale was blowing out in the ofGng, 
but we rode very snugly, protected from the wind 
which blew off shore, yet feeling the swell of the 
sea ; and as the two boats were moored, one ahead 
of the other, with an anchor to seaward and a 
hawser to the shore, we felt the strain on them 
caused by the sea, and most of us were kept awake 
throughout the night. I had remarkable impreB- 
sions made on my mind. There were many vivid 
suggestions of danger, but never did I feel so 
unaffected by the thought. A very heaven of 
repose and lore was around me, and my heart 
rested bo assuredly and trusted so implicitly in 
God, that it was blissful to feel as I did. Awakened 
repeatedly by the jerk of the hawser and the strain 
of the boats, and hearing the roar and dash of the 
water around, and the pelting of the hail and r^n, 
and the howl of the sweeping blasts, something 
would point at danger as present; but I quietly 
resigned myself to slumber, alter communion wi^i 
the Keeper of Israel, whose eye I knew was over 
me. Some time betwixt ten and twelve o'clock 
next morning, whilst calm and sheltered from the 
rough weather, I beard the Captain ^ve orders 
for the Speedwell to cast off from our stem, 
apprehensive, it seemed, of the hawser giving way, 
as both boats were riding by it. Scarce a minute 
elapsed after this was done, before the concussion 
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of the boat agunst the beach was felt, and almoat 
as instantly a awell broke over her stern, and 
rushed into our dormitory. I could scarcely credit 
my senses. Another, aud another thump, and 
another sea breaking in over us, confirmed me io 
the fact that something fearful had happened. Oa 
looking out, the Captain and Pearce were bunly 
occupied with poles, endeavouring to keep her 
broadside from the surf ; but this seemed next to 
imposaible, as the water was pouring into the af^r 
part of the boat, tumbling right over the stern- 
Bheets, and threatening to float everything. The 
poor Pioneer was not only thumping against the 
beach, which, being of Band, might not so materially 
have damped her; but it was evident from the 
grating sound that her bilge waa upon rocks. 
Owing to the force of the swell, no eflfbrt could 
keep her from swin^g upon them, and she rolled 
backwards and forwards upon the surge, threaten- 
ing to knock herself to pieces. It waa useless to 
hail any longer, and we soon gave up all hope of 
doing anything for her, but proceeded as rapidly 
as we could to get our things out of her. Our 
Capt^n, always first in everything, now got into 
our so-called cabin, to hand out the things, and by 
this time our boxes were already floating, aud the 
most of our goods were wet. Mr Mmdment and I 
waded through the surf and the swell backwards 
and forwards, carrying ashore the bedding and 
tools aa the Capt^ and Fearce banded them out. 
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By the time ve had cleared out most of the cai^o, 
the water had risen as high as the thwart, and the 
Captun's two boxes floated tfaemselres out into 
the Btem-sheets, with their contents. Mj chest 
was too large to admit of being removed, and had 
to remain in. 

" During all this time it was raining and hailing 
in heavy showers ; and we looked most miserable. 
But 1 felt neither cast down nor much diecom- 
forted. A strong consolation sastiuned me ; it was 
my God who gave it me. I have often, under 
ordinary drcumstanoes, as bdng wetted by a 
shower of rain in England, experienced more 
depresedon and discomfort than all that I felt on 
tim ooca^on. Indeed, the strong arm of God was 
so around me, that I felt more happiness in His 
presence and support, than pain in contemplating 
this disaster, or distress from exposure to the 
weather and t^e water. Besides, something seemed 
to whisper and tell me that all was right, that this 
vras a movement of God's providence in our favor. 
And I did not doubt but that it was. 

"We had done all that could be done, clorang 
up the fore hatchway, as not much water was in 
this section of the boat, and we had no alternative 
but to let her drive with the advancing tide and 
take the strand. It wae impossible to carry an 
anchor out to sea, as, although we had the day 
before succeeded in making another raft, yet it 
was too light to bear the anchor and duun vrith a 
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man on it ; besideB, the heary swell of itself ren-> 
dered this impracticable. 

" To?rards nightfall, it came on a stonn of snow, 
and we were heartily glad to take shelter in a 
large cavem in the rocks, which opened to the sea, 
and indeed at high water it was cut off by the sea 
rising some way into it It was very spacious, and 
after runniog aome thirty yards back, branched off 
at either edde like the letter T ; but these flanks did 
not extend very far. Under extraordinary tides, 
with gales of wind concurring, from the shells cast up 
at the further end of the cavern, it was evident 
that the water reached flven so far, — no rery 
agreeable information to ns, in prospect of taking 
up our night's quarters there. However, we saw 
no cause for present apprehen^on, as the wind was 
not blowing into the harbour, and having lightod a 
fire near the entrance of the cave, after refresh^ 
ment and prayer, we committed ourselves to God, 
aa unto a futhfiil Creator. 

" In spite of wet things, and in spite of all appre- 
hensions, we managed to get a sound night's rest. 
The roar of the water, as it washed through the 
archway of a huge rock forming a prolongation 
of one of the sides of the cavern, and met with 
another army of wares from the opposite mde, and 
then, in a mighty stru^le against each other, 
heaving and foiuoing, came bellowing into our cave 
— this roar of the water dieturbed me now and 
then, and the thought that, like some voracious 
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animal, it was almost upon tis, joat occurred to me ; 
but it could not drive away sleep from my eyes, 
for I was at peace with Gtod, and had Iiope in Him. 
The diaaBter which had befallen us was singularly 
presented to my mind as ordered by Provideaco 
for our good. Strangely did I feel impressed that 
this was the case, and felt a satis&ctjon in seeing 
the stranded boat, that, but for my conviction that 
it was God's doing, would hare been most unrea-. 
sonable. But seeing it in this light, how great 
was ihe mercy that spared us, and brought it 
about with BO little suffering to ourselves, neither 
permitting irretrieTable dam^e to our clothes and 
property, nor Buffering us to be exposed to the 
inclemency of the weather without an asylum and 
tiie means of providing comfort I 

" On the Saturday evening, before retiring to 
the cavern, the Captain still entertained hopes that 
the boat would be repairable, and that her damages 
were not very serious. Next morning, however, 
she was found to be stove in, and that by an unex- 
pected cause, Upon the beach, but conaderably 
above the tide of the previous evening, and not in 
a direct line with the boat, was a large tree lying 
lengthwise with ita stump to the sea ; and against 
this the boat had by the morning's tide beeit 
driven, the sea rising higher, and the swell turning 
her bow right oppodte the stem of the tree, so 
that hep timbers were sadly stove in. And now 
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also we fonnd her bilge bo much injured tlut sS 
hope of Baving her was at once given np. 

" Sunday evening'B tide, and more particnlariy 
thi^ on Monday morning, completed the work ni 
deetnictios. On these days the weather continued 
moat stormy, the wind blowing a furionn gale, the 
sea foaming, and the lee-shore opponte presenting 
ODe continued Hne of breaildng sea. Hail, rain, 
and snow, succeeded each other, or were all com> 
Inned by fits and starts. We were entirely c<m- 
fined to our cave, which proved to be Tery damp^ 
and the smoke of our fire drifting into it made it 
altogether no very desirable reradence; although, 
in onr emergency, we felt it tobe indeed a merd^ 
fully provided shelter. 

" On Monday evening, for the first time, we were 
able to hold communication with the Speeduretl, 
the weather subsiding sufficiently for the crew 
to come ashore on the raft; and then we learned 
how great had been their apprehenuon concerning 
us, and their own alarm, leat tiiey themselves 
should undergo severe disasters by hfflng loosed 
from their moorings. They were obliged to take 
their stove and attach it to a hawser ready to 
throw out as an anchor, in case her chain cable 
p»ted ; consequently tbey could cook nothing, nor 
provide themselves tea all the time. We were 
happy ag^n to comfort one another. 

" We continued our residence in the caverD by 
night as well as by day, until Thursday night. 
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February 6, -when we agun made nse of the after 
section of our boat as a Bleeping-piace, and on the 
Friday following ve divided her into her original 
two Bections, and battled up the sound section 
&rther on the beaoh. Here we have at present, 
Saturday, February 8, a comfortable sleeping-place, 
covered with our oiled canvas, quite protected from 
the vet, though not quite beyond the reach of the 
sea should a very high tide roll in. 

" My night in the cavern has been somewhat 
restiess, feeling the damp and the gloom of it, and 
smothered by the smoke which is condensed within 
its walls. Again for four days in succesdon I have 
had all my linen, and nearly t^ my clothes, lying 
out on the beach to dry ; being obliged to rinse 
nearly the whole of them, in order to dear them 
from salt water. But it required constant activity 
to improve every glance of sunshine, and to snatch 
them under covert at the approach of a storm. 
Owing to the constant rains the ground is now like 
a sponge, and the beach is crossed by streams 
flowmg from the high lands through the woods, 
and washing away the sand in all directions. The 
mountiun stream, where the flow of water is always 
abundant, iias now become a perfect cascade, dash- 
ing Its roanng torrent down from _ one level to 
another, with a very striking effect. How remark- 
able is our present tutuation I How stnking is the 
providence of God I Here we have shelter and 
security ; and here we propose to remain untdl the 
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commenoement of April, and oiil;^ to leave here 
when the proapect of a vessel's arrival draws nigh. 
How mercifully had God ordered that we, so weak 
ft party, and so defenceless and helpless, should 
not be exposed to the irruption of the natives upon 
us I Had this asylum heen rendered nnavuling 
by the presence of the natives, none of whom we 
have seen ^ce our arrival, what should we have 
done? I know that Ood could even thea have 
provided for us ; but, humanly speaking, our por- 
tion would have been most diugerous. To have 
put to sea again would have been to expose our^ 
selves to the tremendous gales which incessantly 
have prevailed for so long a time, and which wa 
could not possibly have weathered in our frail boat 
of seven tons burden only. And coald we have got 
back to Fioton IsUind, no prospect would have re^ 
mained to us but to be hunted about from place to 
place, like a hare chased by the hounds, 

" How evident that we were not in a poEdtioa to 
commence, with such slight means, so arduous an 
undertaking! But all this is well ; the Mission has 
been thereby begun, which, had we awfuted for 
more efficient means, it never probably would have 
been. We are all agreed that nothing short of a 
brigantjne or schooner of 80, or 100 tons burden 
can answer our ends, and to procure this ultimately 
the Gaptiun has fully determined to use every 
effort. Our plan of action now is to " rongh it " 
through all the circumstances which it shall please 
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God to permit to happen to as, until the arrival of 
a Tessel, and then to take with qb some Fuegiass, 
and go to the Falkland Islands, there to learn their 
laognage, and when we have acquired it, and got 
the necessary vesB^, to come out agiun, and go 
amongst them. It is utterly impracticable ever to 
acquire the laagu^e by any other method, bo far 
as hninaa foresight can judge of such matters ; 
and to sojonm amongst them before the language ia 
known, would be to run in the face of cerbun de- 
Btmction, and to t^npt Providence, as much as to 
run nnder a falling wtdl or to leap over a predpiee, 
aad expect safety. 

" When first I cast my eyes upon the work be- 
fore me, and viewed the natives of Banner Cove, 
— the people to whom, by God's mercy, I and my 
companions were sent to shew them an open door 
to eternal life, — ^it was with a profound ignorance 
of the means whereby so great a work was to be 
accomplished. I had no clue whatever in any plan 
that had been submitted to my understaodiDg, and 
as to the steps to be taken I was in dai^ess ; for 
in this the Captain consulted not with me, neither 
did be propound bis plans more than the mo- 
mentary intimation which preceded some new step, 
which the exigency of the moment bad given birth 
to. Therefore, as far as my judgment went, I saw 
nothing practicable or feauble ; but I committed 
the Erection of onr aff^rs to Him who, I was sare, 
would wisely and beneficently order all things by 
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his providence, and who, I felt persuaded, woald 
send light for onr guidance in the Tery midst of 
our present thick darkness. A short acquaintance 
with the natives confirmed the unfaTOrable report 
which such writers as FitzRoy, Kii^, and Darwin, 
had given ; and in the forefront of all their actions 
it was visible that when they were the weaker 
party, they were mild and submissive ; but the 
instant they bad the prospect of taking us at a dis- 
advantage, or unawares, they became presuming 
and full of mischief. Consequently, &om the time 
we fixed our abode in Banner Cove to the present, 
I never saw any one way likely to lead us to 
success. 

" The destruction of the Pioneer in Earnest 
Cove, is another of the acts of God's providence 
toward us. How many had been the dangers, or 
at least apprehensions, we had experienced of our 
being separated one from another I Kow in the 
Speedwell was nearly all our store of provisions, 
and a separation at sea must have been fatal to 
both of us. The Pioneer was also more difficult 
of management thiui the ^>eedwell, not answering 
readily to her helm, nor siuling so well. Both 
boats were ill manned ; though under the perma- 
nent arrangement of our party, the Pioneer was 
worst off, as there was only one sailor, beudes her 
commander, on board, though with Mr Mudment 
and myself there were four persons. Bemdes, the 
weight of the iron decks made them both top- 
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heary. When, therefore, the Pioneer met her un- 
timely end, I was forcibly struck that it would 
prove to our advantage, in point of safety and 
satisfaction ; though little absolute comfort could 
be expected from the stowage of seven persons, 
and all our effects, where there had hardly been 
room for three. But this was altogether a second- 
ary consideration, compared to the danger of our 
separation at sea, and to the advantage of our 
being ei>h to take so much better care of one boat, 
with undivided numbers. In this sentiment Captfun 
Gardiner fully concurs. And yet, should not trust 
in God have led us to venture among the Indiaus at 
all hazards ? My conscience tells me in what we 
have done we have acted with prudential con^der- 
ation of actual circumstances. The facts were be- 
fore us ; we have been directed by them, and to 
have done otherwise would have been presumption 
and folly. By the grace of God that has been 
given me, I can say that in the moment of peril 
and when confronted by danger I felt no fear, but 
had a firm assurance that all would be well, with 
such a peace and serenity of mind as only God could 
give. Yet have I felt and do feel, that God re- 
quires us to act according to a just judgment and 
sober consideration of the actual circumstances of a 
case. When a danger is not vaguely apprehended, 
but is actually known to exist, we are not to run 
into it, but to avoid it F^th never runs contrEuy 
to an enlightened judgment and just appreciation 
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of things as they really are ; bat it is (be first to 
yield and acknowledge that here there is no way 
open, whilst also the first to inspire the coofidrat 
hope that God will himself open a way, in a man- 
ner different from any we know of, and in his own 
good and set time. So do I behoTe, and hnmbly 
do I acknowledge and thank God for all bis mani- 
fold mercies and precious dealings with ns. 

" Satwrday, Feb. 23. — For the last two days 
the love of God has been shed abroad in my heart, 
and he himself has been nigb, in ai! my thoughts, 
and, what was more, in all my affections. Fruae, 
and prayer, and meditation on his Holy Word, were 
more than ever one constant act, and in all things I 
had liberty. The Lord's bleaaing, too, was upon os 
in our meetings together with the men at night, 
and bis Spirit was gnudously poured out, pro- 
ducing great compunction of spirit and contrition 
of heart, with new and eager desires for the bless- 
ings of the gospel of grace in its fulness. On 
Thursday evening I gave the men a full view of 
the Lord's gratnous dealings with myself, shewed 
them how I had laboured in ignorance, and the 
many ways in which I had gneved the Holy- 
Spirit. I also plainly declared the natnre of that 
perfectioD which we are commanded to seek after, 
and I told them how Qod had visited my soul with 
his love and the baptism of his Spirit Earnest 
attention was given me, and much affectionate 
rejoicing was manifested by these mmplo-hearted 
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friends, eepedaUy my dear brother Badcook. A 
child of God indeed is he, — an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no guile. Kever did I see any one 
who was more truly a meek and humble follower 
of the Lamb. He has long been walking with 
God in righteousness and huliness, and breathing a 
filial childlike affection to God in Christ. Often 
have I praised the Lord for providing this example 
of his truth — this simple proof of the effectual 
working of his grace, where the Divine inu^e is 
rejected from a groundwork of gross material, 
and where the great Creator alone could have 
wrought so mighty a change." 
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OHAPTEK IX. 

Sickniii nlr limnt. 



Hj sonl, «w( thon onlf upon Qod j for m; expectation ia from 

He onl; ia m; rock and my Balntian ; he i> m; defence ; I ehdl 
not be mtnred. 

In Qod is my ulTation and my glory : the roc^ of my strength, 
aad my refiigB, is in Qod. 

Troflt in Mm at all times ; je people, ponr out yoni heart before 
him : Qod is a refuge for ns. — Ptaha Izii, S-fi. 



I sat in the orchard, and thonght, with sweet comfort aod peace, of 
my Qod; ia soUtade — my company, my friend, and comforter. Oh 1 
when shall time pre place to eternity 1 When shall appear that 
Dew hcKTen and new earth, wherein dwelleth righleousneu 1 There, 
there shall in nowise enter in anything that defileth ; none of that 
wiekedneaa that has made moi worae than wild beaala ; none of Ihosa 
comtptionB tbat add stjll more to the miseries of marlalitj, sball be 
seen or heard of any more. — Tht latt entry in the Jcntnal. <ij Henri/ 
Marlprt. 
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Thb humidity of the climate and cootiaual hard- 
ehipa began to tell on the health of the party. 
The finA Bnfferer was Mr Williams himself; and 
the commencement of hia illoess is thus recorded : — 

" Monday, February 25. — Obliged to he hy in 
eonseqnence of a severe chill caught on Friday. 

" Wednesday, March 12. — I am just recovering 
from a severe illaess, having heen confined to bed 
and to the boat, with the exception of the last few 
days, during which I have been able to walk on 
the beach at favorable opportunities, since Mon- 
day the 25th of Febmary. I caught a violent 
chill from putting on damp flannels, and having 
been for some time weakly and disordered through 
want of proper animal food — having it only twice 
a^week. Owing to the weakening and disturbing 
effect of a farmaceom diet, so long continued, when 
the cold attacked me it threatened at once to pros- 
trate all my powers, and assumed an alarming 
aspect But the hand of the Lord was gradously 
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with me, and by a clear perception of what means 
I ought to use I was able to treat myself very sno- 
cessfully. There was CTery threatening of rhen- 
matic favor, and the pain in my limbs was ezcm- 
daUng, wliilst considerable feverishness set in ; but 
tho medicines were all remarkably efficadous, and 
through these and the kind nursing of Mr Maid- 
ment, who waited upon me with affectionate and 
assiduous attention, by the blessing of God I am 
now fast recovering. 

"Monday, March 17. — Goodness and mercy 
follow me ; yea, abundantly so, and my heart re- 
joices in God my Saviour. Bodily, I am in a poor 
weak state, having been getting worse for some 
days past, with symptoms of that prostrating dis- 
ease, the scurvy. Foot Badcock, I am also sorry 
to say, has symptoms of the same too ; indeed, we 
are all in a very weak condition, Erwin and Mr 
Maidment complaining. How are we brought low! 
But thou, God, hast the ordering of all things. 
Wise and good are all thy ways. Tfaou knowest 
the end from the beginning, and orderest all things 
according to thy will. Thy will be done, God, 
and blessed for ever be thy holy name. 

" Wednesday, March 19. — This morning at 
seven o'clock we weighed anchor, and quitted 
Eai^est Cove for Banner Cove, in order to be in 
readiness against a vessel's coming, and that we 
might not miss her. This is a sudden movement 
of ours, as the time contemplated for changing onr 
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locality was still distant some creeks ; but the Cap- 
bun was sudden!; impressed with the necessity of 
oar doing so, and became anxious l^t we should 
miss our vessel. The change was only proposed 
yesterday, and carried into execution to-day. One 
circumstance of a somewhat singular character 
helped to hasten the present decision; that was 
the taking fire of the ' Hurricane bouse,' as we 
called it, a place fitted up by the Capt^ for his 
sleeping apartment, in lieu of the stranded and 
diseerered boat, from whence kindness and con- 
sideration towards me, on account of my illness, 
had driven him. The ' Hurricane house' was com- 
posed of a row of poles, inclined against a rocky 
projection, some s^s and canvas being used to 
cover them, and thus keep out the wind and rain. 
To keep it warm, a fire was maintaJned night and 
day, and owing to the fire having blazed up very 
fiercely a few mornings back, the canvas caught 
fire, and the flames extended to the wood above 
the rocks, and a considerable conflagration ensued. 
We consequently expected that the natives from 
some quarter or other would see it ; and although 
this proved not to be the case, yet it seemed to 
impress the Captain as an intimatjon for us to 
stir and be going. The night following the flre, a 
stone from the rocks above gave way, and fell just 
where the Captain's head would have been had he 
continued to sleep there. Behold the goodness 
and mercy of God's providential care [ 
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" I am irridng this as I lie in bed; we have bat 
light winil, almoBt a calm, which enables me to do 
■o. Unhappily I am not getting better, and last 
night I was much diatresaed with the feeling of my 
exces^ve debility, and the puna in my limbs. 
Situated aa we are, it ia impossible to obtun the 
means necessary to my recoTery, such as animal 
food and win& How needful it ia that a Tesael 
■hould speedily arrive! But Qod will order all 
things ; of thia I am folly sore, and with joy and 
assurance I can yield myself into the Lord's hand, 
without a care poasesMug my breast as to when or 
how he will provide. 

" Beliance Cove, tViday, March 21. — ^We 
arrived here safely by the mercy of tiod yesterday 
monung, at about ten o'clock. The wind at the 
time of our setting out was blowing trom the east- 
ward, and every thing very propitious, the mom- 
ing being beautifully fine. Before we got out (rf 
tlie harbour a calm ensued, which detained us the 
beat part of the morning ; afterwards it freshened 
up &om the north and north-west, still blowing 
from a quarter that happily favored us, and where- 
by our passage was rendered comparatively a short 
one, — diort, indeed, compared with what might 
have been expected, when the winds for weeks and 
even months together are from the south and south- 
west, and this with fearful gales and overwhelming 
tempests. 

" During the night of Wednesday, while we were 
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pursuing our way over the watery deep, the wind 
repeatedly threatened to blow hard, sudden gusts 
coming on and betokening what hard things should 
follow. The swell was great, and the angry sea 
r^ed around our little boat and dashed its billows 
over it, so that the water penetrated both fore and 
aft, and wetted our beds, eaperaally those of the 
men in the fore part. Heavily laden as our boat 
likewise was, crowded indeed in every part, she 
was quite top-heavy, and out of trim, as it is cailed ; 
that is, the weight above did not bear the just pro- 
portion to her capacity beneath. There was really 
ground for fear, and the men were more than once 
akunoed lest she should capedze. I lay conscious 
and satisfied that I and all of us were in the hand 
of the Lord, and assured that, holding the winds in 
the hollow of his fist, he could restrain his rough 
wind, and say unto the sea and its boiling waves, 
' Peace, be still.' I did not, however, rest on this 
conviction, but frequently during the night lifted 
up my soul to God in prayer, and I did observe a 
coinddence between the asking of God and the sub- 
ffldence of the wind, yea, more than once that night. 
Gtreat was the peace I knew, and wonderful was the 
loving-kindness of the Lord, supporting, yea, bleas- 
ing me, with joy in his Holy Spirit, in the midst 
of much bodily weakness. 

" Reliance Gove, where we now are, derives its 
claim to that title from some outlying rocks break- 
ing the great swell of the ocean, except when the 



D,g,t,7P:hy Google 



206 sicKHBSs iXD rixaiE. 

wind blows from the south soath-west, to east soutii- 
east 

" To-day, although I have not ventured at all 
out of bed, even to ^t up, yet, through the good- 
ness of God, I feel better than yesterday, during 
the vhole of which I was very ill. My disease is 
gaining ground, though I hope but slowly. The 
Captain and Mr Mudment are at present gone 
ashore, to explore the coast in the directioa of 
Banner Cove or westward, to find, if possible, a 
better and safer anchorage. They have been gone 
flince the morning, and a ternble walk they will 
have ; for the Capt^ is iron-hearted as to difS- 
culties, and almost incapable of faldgae, — at least 
he will not yield to anything less than impos^- 
bilitjes. Poor Mr Maidment is by no means in a 
state for such a trial of strength, being in fact very 
weak and unwell. May God preserve them and 
bless them both I In their absence I have got poor 
John Badcock, my feUow-sufferer, to come and 
take up his abode with me for the day, and we 
have both been greatly refreahedi whilst we have 
communed together in the Lord. How sweet is 
Christian fellowship and sympathy, when springing 
from Christian love I 

" Since writing the above, I have had the men 
together and joined with them in a hymn and 
prayer. 0, how greatly did I feel the melody of 
song in my heart! It was like a little heaven 
below. that such feasts of sacred love and com- 
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nronion with God were mine day by day I but 
they are as stolen waters.— It is getting late in t&e 
evening, and the Captcun and Mr Maidment are 
not returned. Thrice have I lifted up my soul 
to God, beseeching that no evil may come upon 
them. 

" — Thank God, they are returned in safety, 
coming back a httle after nine o'clock, having gone, 
by the Capt^n's admission, more than sixteen 
miles there and back, and through a rough and 
mountiunous country. I hear the Capt^ give 
expression to weariness and fatigue, and, to my 
great surprise, Mr Maidment seems really less 
affected than the Captain ; thus assuredly the Lord 
strengthened him, for when be set out he was a 
poor, tottering, and disabled person. 

" Saturday, March 22. — I was exceedingly 
ill last night, — the sense of exhaustion being as 
though the life-blood were leaving my heart. This 
arose partly ftx)m my b^g too free yesterday in 
talking, singing, and praying ; but so great was 
my happiness that I aviuled myself of the joyous 
moments as they parsed. But another reason is 
the want of sufficient support. I never slept a mo- 
ment the whole night, and towards the morning 
cold sluvers came on. 

" This morning we left Reliance Harbour for 
some new abode. Whither we were bound circum- 
stances would decide. The name of Reliance Cove 
was properly given, for our reliance was not in 
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Uie protoetion it was capable of afft^ing, bet upon 
God who made it a place of shelter daring a short 
halt by the way. Both nights we remuned there 
Ae wind rose and threatened to blow hard, whidi 
had it done, we certainly ahoold have had oar 
boat dashed in pieces against the steep shingle 
beach, A. few honrs only after we left, a strong 
breeze from the southward sprang np, which would 
have blown right into the cove, uid the swell of 
the ocean here is quite terrible. It is remark- 
able also, that the day of our leaving Earnest Core, 
in Spaniard Harbour, the wind blew strong in from 
the eastward, and consequently, right into the 
cove, — the only time of its blowing strong from 
that quarter unce our arrival there. It might 
have damaged our remiuning boat, and most cer- 
tainly, as it was full moon, imd consequently spring 
tide, we shonld have been dislodged both from the 
cavern and our stranded boat. Thos how cleariy 
has God manifested bis providential care over us. 
O how good is the Lord, and how greatly to be 
praised I Blessed be his name for ever I 

Our passage from Reliance Cove to-day has 
been very trying. The weather has been Ixnste- 
roos, strong sqnalis, ' williwaws,' with hail and 
snow ; the sea consequently has been Tory roi^h, 
and our cockle-shell of a boat, with its dispropor- 
tioned deck-load, has not been free from danger of 
a sudden capsize, HowcTer, here we are, nearly 
at the entrance at Banner Cove once more, the 
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only place where ire poor strolling outcasts can 
find a secure anchorage ground. It is now nearlj' 
nine o'clock., and a dark and cheerless night Thank 
Ood, we hare escaped all the dangers of the day, 
and doubtless, God willing, shall escape the perlli 
of the night. I hare been very weak and poorly- 
all the day, and whilst cooped up in bed, swinging 
under the iron canopy of our cribbed and scanty 
cabin, and hearing the waters dash orer, yes, and 
sometimes tasting a little of them, eren inside; 
whilst thus situated, rolling and ro<ddng about, 
trying to escape from the gathering tempest, and 
hastening our way to a refuge, yet knowing not 
wUther we should go, nor where our resUng-phice 
would be, my portion was not calculated to fasci- 
naBe the eye. Very weak have I felt myself, and 
Satan has urged his fierce assaults upon me. I had 
not strength to read, nor indeed to pray. Joy I 
could not summon to my heart, and I felt greatly 
wanting in lore and in thankfulness and praise. 
But what could I do ? I strove to pray ; yea, I 
told the Lord I loved him with all my heart, and 
I blessed his holy name : yet words came not to 
my thoughts, and thoughts came not to my desires. 
I called, and all was «lent : no voice responded. I 
did not discern the meaning of this at the time. 
I did not see that God had left me to a m^ed 
fajth, and that It was to pass through a fiery ordeal 
in contending with all my trials and temptations. 
I saw danger on every side, bat I feared it not 
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Temptation pointed to death from the floods even 
as I was, cabined up in this small smoking place ; 
then to death as likely to be the iaane of my pre- 
sent diseasei searscurry, and no adequate means, no 
remedy at hand ; and then to death as inflicted by 
the jagged war-spear of the Fueg^Dt or his deadly 
BHng. But faith was more than conqueror, through 
Him that loved me and gave himself for me. It 
could and did answer, that if 6^ willed either to 
take place, I deured nothing but his will, and in 
that case any death would be a welcome summons 
to a glorious immortality. 

" After much conflict of this kind, I took up my 
Bible to try to read it; but I felt as though it 
would be impossible to summon up application suffi- 
dent for this delightful task, and I turned listlessly 
over the page, till my attention was powerfully- 
arrested by these words of St Peter, ' But the God 
of all grace, who hath called us unto bis eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have sufiered 
a while, make you perfect, stablisb, strengthen, 
settle you.' I at once saw the Lord, and heard 
the voice of my God, and great was the consolation 
imparted to me thus by Christ Jesus. ' Bless the 
Lord, my soul, and all that ia within me, bless 
his holy name.' Now can I, and now do I, with all 
sweetness and assurance of hope, with peace and joy, 
leave myself in the band of the Lord thsi he may do 
with me whatsoever seemeth him good, content in 
knowing that whatever be the way be takes with 
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me, I shall see his great, je& his wonderful salva- 
tion, and give g\ofy to his excellent name for ever. 

" Monday, March 24. — At Banner Cove ^;ain ; 
and with the mercy and goodness of God very 
manifest both in brining us here at this time, and 
in the providential arrangement of dircnmstances 
favorable te our safely and peaceably remuning 
here. May I never forget thy benefite, my God, 
but give thee endless praise I 

"It was nearly three o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing, that we cast anchor once more off our old and 
much to be remembered Station Hill, near to 
which we had built our wigwam, and dug a gar- 
den, and where our supplies of water were got 
from ; and glad were all hands to find a place of 
rest after their &tigning and harassing day's work. 
On glaninng their eyes in the direction of our old 
quarters, the men discovered a light from a fire, 
kindled, they thought, in our wigwam. We there- 
fore concluded that it had been taken possession of, 
and was now inhabited by the natives. In the 
morning, however, it was discovered that a new 
wigwam had been built during onr absence, near 
our own, and ocular demonstration was soon afford- 
ed, as also by the well known vociferations ad- 
dressed to the ears, that a large party of natives 
was estabhshed here. We now of course expected 
to behold the face of Jemmy, and his redoubtable 
associates, our late mortal foes, and that we should 
have a repetition of the trials which we had for- 
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merly encountered here. We were therefore 
agreeably Borpiised, when they came off to ns, 
to find that they were all entire Btrangers. The 
party numbered fourteen or fifteen, fire men and 
five women, the rest children. They f^peared 
rather a more squalid lot than our former com- 
panions, and not posseBsed of the same eaergy of 
character. Shoidd their number not be increased 
by the addition of others, or of our old acquaint- 
anoes, we shall be able to stay here in comfort and 
in peace. All things are in God's hand, and he 
will temper the wind to his shorn lambs. I doubt 
it not. His mercy is over all his works, and he 
loves us with a Father's tender love and gende 
compassion. He will do all things well for us ; of 
this I am deeply assured. 

" Yesterday (Sunday) the day was very stormy, 
the equinoctial gales blowing most furiously, and 
from the southward, so that had we been at 
Reliance Harbour we must hare perished, or had 
we been at sea our danger would have been great. 
Snow fdl with rain, and the temperature was rery 
low. Being in bed, I did not feel it, as happily 
our quarters are warm enough when closed up. I 
now am wholly confined to my bed, not daring to 
Tenture up, fearing that the exertion of rising 
would prostrate me too much. The Lord does 
make all my bed in my dckness ; the angel of bis 
presenoe oversbadowiDg my soul, and hanging 
about me with such irradiations of glorious light, 
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— the light of God's lore, — that I am happy, very 
happy, and not a momeot sits wearily upon me. 
Sweet is the presence of Jesus, and oh I I am 
happy in hia love. 

" After the tiiab I encoontered on Saturday, 
and our knocking about was over, the sleep that 
followed was, I think, the most reft^shing that I 
ever enjoyed ; not bo much because it was a balmy 
restorative to my poor debilitated body, but 
because if ever the whisperings of Almighty lore 
spoke tranquillity to the soul of man, and breathed 
a continued flow of divine consolation upon his 
heart, I felt them that night. I was, so to speak, 
talking with the Lord, and his grace supplied me 
with such rich treasure of wisdom in the disconrse, 
and his unction so made the purport of my 
diougbts to diffuse a precious odor and a rich 
influence around me, that I could very well have 
thought I was in Paradise. I might have thought 
so, but that the subject--matter of my communings 
with the Lord, was the services, the joyful, heart- 
felt services, I should render oato him in this my 
bfetjme, and period of sojourn here on earth. My 
heart seemed to tell the Lord how willingly, how 
gladly, my poor all ahould be given unto him, to 
spend and be spent for him alone ; and how I 
diould triumph with heavenly delight, whilst glory- 
ing that, by the power of his grace, I was able to 
win souls to Christ. And whilst such were my 
thoughts, the Lord seemed to accept me in all my 
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proffered service, and to pour opon me the bless- 
ings of his grace, so that he was unto me as the 
dev unto Israel. Communion, heaTenljr and 
blessed I Earnest of jojs to come, and foretaste of 
that inheritance uudefiled and that fEtdeth not 
away, where I shall see him face to t&ce, yea, 
behold him as he is, not even the transparent v^ 
of a divine faith being betwixt him and me I And 
bow transcendently glorious is the farther assur- 
ance, that when we do see him as he is, we shall be 
like him, partakers of his divine nature, and 
sharers of his glorious image. God, my Lord, 
for ever be thy name adored. 

" To-day we hope to recover the provisions 
which we stowed away when we were here before. 
Amongst these is a barrel of pork, purchased of Uie 
Ocean Queen; this will be of great service to oor 
party, and will, I trust, with God's blesrang, 
strengthen them greatly. Onr. preserved meat is 
now nearly out, our store of spirits nearly 
exhausted, and when these are ended, as in a week 
or two they will be, then with the prophet Habak- 
kuk I will excl^m, as I know by grace I shall be 
able to do, ' Although the fig-tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fnut be in the vines; the 
labor of the ohve shall ful, and the fields shall 
yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my salvaUon.' 
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" I Iiave been greatly gratified and affected by 
eridence that the work of grace is 
deepened in my brethren's miada. This, not in 
one, but I think in all. The trials and dangers we 
have been subject to, hare, by the sanctifying 
grace of God, had a gracious influence. Yesterday 
and Saturday I was quite affected by the kindness 
of the Captfun, and his humble and gentle deport- 
ment; his prayer, too, yesterday, was an outpour- 
ing of hia soul before God, in so unaffected and 
sincere a manner, with such unqualified expressions 
of reragnation to the will, and humble trust in the 
mercy, of God, that it did make me own with joy, 
that here is a child of God addressing the Father 
of all mercies. This morning, too, the prayer of 
Mr Maidment was in like manner a Bincere breath* 
ing out of the soul in humble supphcation and con- 
fident trust in God. Oh I I am glad and rejoice 
in the Lord to see my brethren thus meek and 
trnstful. 

" Banner Cove, Wednesday, March 26. — Teater- 
day the party of natives left the harbour, wifli 
what intent we of course t^e ignorant. In order 
to be in as great a state of preparedness as 
possible, and to omit no way of affording intelli- 
gence to the vessel that should come to our relief, 
provided we were forced to leave this part again, 
the plaee appointed for her coming to, the Captfun 
has enclosed notices in bottles, and sunk them in 
various places, with boards erected above them. 
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and letters punted thereon, ' Look ooderneatb.' 
A copy of these notices is as follows : — 

" ' The natiTes are hostile. We are obliged to 
move from place to place. If not in Banner Core, 
we shall be near Cape Bees or Cape James, on the 
N.E. side of IfaTariu Island ; if not there, in 
Spaniard Harbour, which is on the main island, 
not far from Cape Kinnurd. We hare ^ckness on 
board, our supplies are nearly out, and if not soon 
relieTed we shall be starred. We do not intend 
to go to Staten Island, but, if onable to remain at 
the two places indicated above, to run for Spaniard 
Harbour, and stay there in a cove, on the western 
side, until some vessel comes to our asustance. 
(Signed) Allbw F. Gabdihbe, 

JSuperintendent of the MUgion. 
Basher Cove, 
March 26, 1851, Wednetdar/: 

" We yesterday got back our provisions which 
had been deposited at Tont Cove, consisting of 
three barrels of biscuits, and the barrel of pork. 
How thankful ought we to be that they had never 
been discovered by the natives I The goats on 
Garden Island they have disappointed qs of, having 
destroyed them all. 

'* Yesterday the sun being out for a little while, I 
got outride my prison-bouse, and how greatly did 
I feel the invigorating effect of the sight of this 
interesting spot, the scenery quite beautiful 1 To- 
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day, the weather being cold, I could not venture 
out of bed. 

" Banner Cove, March 27.— To-day a fresh 
party of natives have made their appearance, to 
our discomfort It was blowing very bard at the 
time they came in, which we could only account 
for on the Buppoution that they bad received in- 
telligence of our anival &om the party which left 
on Tuesday, as in general they are so cautions 
and indisposed to more about in rough weather. 
Amongst them were some of our old acqu^t- 
ance, and doubtless they are but the harbingers 
of the whole of our evil-disposed former aasod- 
ates. They have been very boisterous and pre- 
suming, and have displayed the same daring aa 
before. Whilst all our party were on deck, except- 
ing Badcock and myself, they cut the rope attached 
to our raft, and but for the alertness of our men, 
would have bad it adrift. We expect that to-mor- 
row others will arrive, and we all fear that it is 
impracticable for us to stay here. Should the 
weather therefore permit, the Captain proposes to 
start tbe first thing in the morning for Spaniard 
Harbour again, tbe only place where there is rest 
for tbe soles of our feet And there we shall 
remain, as far as we can tell, till a vessel comes to 
our relie£ In the meantime, not a being on tbe 
earth will have any knowledge of the place where 
we are; but Ood knows, and how much better to 
be knowD, and to know we are seen, of God, than 
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to have the ejee of the whole world resting upon 
us I I haTe been more thaa once struck with the 
thought that our present separatiou from the 
haunte and abodes of all we hare erer known, is a 
striking illuetration of that separatioD which death 
makes. We are, as it were, dead to our dear 
friends, yet we are living. We have the active 
faculties of the soul still at work, incessantly bring- 
ing our dear ones to our remembrance ; but we 
are no longer living amongst them, identified in 
all our interests with them. But we are hving in 
God and to God. He b our being and end, and 
with him alone we are identified now through the 
exceeding riches of the grace abounding unto us in 
Christ Jesus. Yet we are associated in love with 
all our earthly fiiends more aweetiy, more firmly, 
more endearingly than ever. May God bless them 
all, is my fervent prayer. 

" Friday, March 28. — Left Banner Cove this 
morning at half-past four o'clock. The natives as 
usual had retired to their wigwam soon after snn- 
set ; but they were ap and stirring as early as one 
o'clock. Of course we had kept a watch. From 
one o'clock until the hoar of our departure they 
were very busily employed. Their early rising 
confirmed our suspicion that they expected to be 
joined by others, and their incessant hammermg on 
the trunks of trees, appeared to be a sort of ngoal 
as to their whereabouts. We never knew the 
natives to be moving about until three or four. 
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even in summer when it was quite light ; but, set- 
ting aside these signs of concerted vigilance on 
their part, we were morally cert^ that there 
would be a large muster of them in the course of 
the day. 

" Spaniard Harbour, March 29, Saturday 
afternoon. — We are now just sighting Earnest 
Cove, after being becalmed in the entrance of the 
Harbour the most part of the day. We had what 
the sailors call a fine start of wind, blowing Irom 
the northward and westward, and which brought 
us into the troubled water of Slogget Bay soon 
after nightfall, and which freshening up and blow- 
ing in sudden and violent blasts, we were again in 
danger of capsizing. As I lay in bed, I heard the 
Capt^n say, 'It is a wonder we were not cap- 
sized.' At first, it was proposed to lie-to for the 
night in the bay, and not to encounter the tide 
races which we should meet in rounding the cape. 
However, we pursued our way without stoppage, 
groping along in the dark, and tumbling over the 
billows. 

" Earnest Cove, Tuesday, April 1. — The morn- 
ing being fine, and the sun shining quite warm, I 
ventured to rise, and got out into the stern-sheets ; 
but T soon became bo sensible of my weakness, my 
limbs almost failing me, and faintness and-pains 
coming on, that I hastened back to my peacefiil 
bed, where alone I can obt^n any mitagatJou to 
the distresses of my body. Sometimes I almost 
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forget that anything is the matter irith me, and 
would almost persuade myself that if I were up I 
should still feel the same ; but, alas I the trial sooa 
shews bow slight is the ground of my expectation. 
But as I, day by day, and night by mght, he here, 
what a world, nnknown to the world, do I live in 1 
God is indeed about my bed, and spies out all my 
ways, and hb countenance is over me for good. 
How bleBSed is the thought I The Lord is teaclung 
me, and counselling my heart with his hidden 
wisdom, and making known his secret unto me; 
yea, he is revealing unto my booI the deep things 
of God, and ^ving me spiritual understanding in 
the knowledge of that which hath been hidden 
from the foundation of the world. The glory and 
everlasting praise be to my God, through Jesus 
Christ my Lord. 

" Wednesday Evening, eight o'clock, April 9. — 
To-day we have had most boisterous weather, the 
sea and the waves roaring. Happily we are well 
sheltered, so as not to be exposed to any danger, 
at least we trust not ; yet the surf on the shore is 
prodigious in volume, and the straining jerk on our 
hawser is somewhat alarming at times. We are, 
however, in Qod's hands. The cold has been very 
severe to-day, and this, together with the raging 
of the tempest, the gloom of a sunless dayj and the 
heavy fall of hail and run, has rendered our por- 
tion somewhat cheerless. Badcock and I are com- 
panions in affliction. We get no better, but worse 
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— ^the disease slowly progressing. HoweTer, poor 
John has not yet suffered anything like the same 
amount of prostration aa myself. The exhaiistipn 
occa^onod by my previouB illness accounts for the 
difference. Friday, Saturday, and Sunday last 
were rather distressing days. The oppression from 
my bodily disorder was very great, and bo incapa- 
ble of iJl exertion did I feel, that I could not apply 
my mind to reading. On Sunday night I made it 
an especial matter of prayer, that God would so 
strengthen my mind that I might be able to exer- 
rase it in reading ; and my prayer was answered, 
for with great delight I spent nearly the whole of 
the next day on Bonar's Cotivmentary on Leviticus, 
and the Bible in conjunction therewith. 

" Our boat is in some respects unsuitable. If 
we draw up the door at the entrance to our 
b^tb, we then exclude all air, as there is no other 
opening, not even for ventilation. But on the 
other hand, if we have it open, then the wind and 
the cold night air come in, and render clothing 
almost ineffectual for keeping us warm. So I felt 
it last night, and upon previous occasions, — a cold, 
chilly sensation pervading my back. If to obviate 
this, we close the door altogether, the vapor from 
our breaths accumulates on the iron roof of our 
deck, only a few inches higher than our pillows, 
and drops over us and trickles down on our beds 
in such quantities that we find it very troublesome. 
Add to this the muddled state of our apartments. 
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firotn our not heiag able to diapose things comfort- 
ably about us, not having dot for several days 
been able so much as to get out of bed to have it 
made. Add also that our appetites rather fiul in 
attacking the boiled pork, wluch at first was a 
. great treat, and that the preserved meat is fast 
hastening to an end, as is also our supply of 
spirita Add to this that our kind aud attentive 
nurse, Bryant, a most affectionate and sympathise 
ing attendant, is himself shewing symptoms of the 
disease. Add to this the uncertainty as to when a 
vessel may come to our relief, and the posability 
that she may not see and observe our notices put 
up on various parts of Banner Cove, and so not 
come at all ; and you may ask if we have not some 
ground of apprehension concerning our supplies 
and well-being. I can deUberately answer, that 
my mind is free from such apprehen^on; and 
although I have felt so weak that I could take 
comfort in scarcely anything, nor could even coerce 
my mind into an active contemplation of God's 
goodness so as to give and feel praise to Him, yet 
I do know and am confident ' the Lord will provide,' 
and that we shall want no good thing, nor suffer 
more than we can bear, neither shall evil betide us. 
The Lord is with us, and will not fail us in our 
need ; but our extremity will be his opportunity. 

" Earnest Com, Saturday, April 12. — Last 
night ne bad the most fearful storm we have 
encountered at all. It commenced abont nine or 
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ten o'clock, and continued to rage througbont the 
night. Before witnessing it, we had no just con- 
ception of what a south-west gale in these latitudes 
is. It reminded me of the blast from the iron 
mouth of the bellows at a smelting furnace; or 
what might be supposed would be the rush and 
violence of a furious storm driving through a 
taunel During the whole period the roar and 
waJI of the tempest around us and in the distance 
were appalling. The bands of violence seemed let 
loose, and we could not but feel that the time was 
one of peril and alarm. Sheltered as we were, by 
being all but land-locked, we found that we were 
not out of reach of its direct assault, when gather- 
ing its forces from every quarter, its tremendous 
gusts were every now and then aimed straight at 
our devoted heads. The rush, and fury, and force 
of its beating point-blank upon us were tremendous. 
Our poor boat trembled and quivered, and the 
hawser whereby it was made fast to the shore 
became as 'taught' as it could be; but still time 
after time it lifted its head up uninjured. The 
night was dark, and very wet, and much hail fell. 
We ascertained that the Captdn, Mr Mmdment, 
and Pearce, who slept ashore, were up, and with- 
drawn to the cavern, and we rightly conjectured 
that they were in great and piunful anxiety on our 
account They and the men on board were greatly 
afrud that the hawser, which was but a small one, 
would give way, and in that case our anchor might 
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drag, and bo we should be driyea out to sea or 
dashed upon the rocks. Xot one of our party 
slept the whole night, but with anxious expectation 
looked ont for the coming day. When the mom' 
ing came, one proof was afforded us of the fury of 
the gale. A pur of trowsers and a woollen jersey 
had been made fast to the mast to dry, tied with a 
rope ; the legs of one, and the body of the other, 
were torn right off, leaving the wwst of the former 
and the arms of the other remaining. 

" Coolt^a River, Monday, April 14. — In conse- 
quence of our late aerere weather, and the dangers 
to which we were exposed, the Captain thought it 
advisable to take the first opportunity for removing 
to Cook's Eiver, where storms can in no way 
endanger us. We are accordmgly come here this 
i^rDOOD. The opening is narrow indeed, and it 
is defended from the sea by a shiftiqg bar, over 
which the sea roars with a viun effort to disquiet 
the peaceful waters inside. Thb river, or rivulet 
rather, expands into a small lake, which trends along 
the head of the bay, and then winds about in many 
serpentine foldings, until it loses itself in a small 
stream. To the bar at the entrance, and to one a 
htUe further to the seaward, the ducks, gulls, 
divers, and shags, often resort in large numbers. 
The evening being fine, I got up to have a look 
around me, and never did I feel more interested in 
any scene, unless I may except the sight of Banner 
Cove under similar circumstancea. Oo both coca- 
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aiona the deep verdure mingling with the many 
shades of the now fading beech, with the grand and 
irild mountain scenery stretching along the side of 
the Bay, and the forest-covered hills overhanging 
us to the south, and, above all, the bright beams 
of a fiery and atorm-portending sun, going down 
beyond the furthest range of highlands in the deep 
background, leaving broad tracks of light betwixt 
the clouds of indigo and purple, — all had a vivid 
aJid strong effect upon my feelings, and greatly 
cheered me. Seeing the sunset once more, for it is 
long since I beheld it, my soul aspired towards the 
plmns of light, and I could conceive some such a 
portal as yon bright scene, only brighter, brighter 
far, and cloudless, opened into the paradise of our 
God. Thither my happy spirit bent its way upon 
the wings of hope, feith pointing out the pathway 
to the golden gate, and love desiring and hastening 
on the soul to win so priceless an inheritance among 
tile saints in light. 

" Good Friday, April 18.— Since writing the 
above, we have had gales and furious storms in 
almost constant succession, the weather being 
severely cold, with a considerable fall of snow, and 
with dreary hiul-Btorms and sleet. I have fre- 
quently lifted my head from my pillow to look out 
on the cold and cloudy and wintry scenes around 
me. My bed-head being close to the door, by just 
lifting myself up, I could see the mountains to the 
south of us, and their new veshire of driven anow. 
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The first sight of this, the fall b^ng great duriDg 
the night of the 15th, was verj^ full of pleasure to 
me. Dreary and desolate as was the scene, I could 
yet feel pleasure in the grandeur and magnificeDce 
of its Tery vildness. The aspect of nature was all 
around changed ; and with the winds howling 
around, the sea roaring over the sand-bank close 
by, the wr filled everywhere with felling snow, and 
with that pecoliar sense of lonesome isotatioD which 
a bleak winter scene conjures up in the mind, sug- 
gesting our need of relatire and social connexions, — 
there was still a sense of the sublime truly pleasur- 
able. 

" To-day, the weather haying abated its Tiolence, 
I availed myself of the afternoon sunshine to get 
np for a short time. I could scarcely support 
myself, and had to take freely of spirits to enable 
me to keep up a little while ; but the enjoyment of 
looking around me is so great, that I mind not a 
littie trouble to accomplish it. Poor John [Bsd- 
oockj, alas I cannot do this much, and is decidedly 
getting worse than myself, the disease making 
more progress with him than with me ; yet we fare 
in all respects alike, and share the same comforts, 
and use the same means, and cert^nly I was much 
worse than he at the beginning. His legs are 
swollen and discolored, his gums get very bad, his 
loss of blood is &equent, and the prostration of his 
strength is dtuly more marked. I am truly 
i^ected by observing this ; but I keep him from 
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knowing my Buspidons, and as I treat my own case 
very lightly, and, by the grace of God, am ever 
able to keep a cheerful countenance, I succeed in 
preeerving his mind from the alarm and despond- 
ency so peculiar to this disease, and which so 
greatly adds to its distress. Poor and weak 
though we are, our abode is & very Bethel to our 
souls, and Qod we feel and know Is here. John 
often smiles through a tear that flows from a heart 
full of a sense of God's love ; and though both of 
as subject to many infirmities, and seufflble of our 
numberleBS BbortcomiogB, yet moments so speed 
by, many of them winged with aspirations after 
God, that we ourselves forget all our bodily com- 
plaints, until reminded of them by exhaustion. 

" As the weather gets colder, we naturally enough 
wish to hasten the period of the vessel's arrival 
that shall bring us succour, and carry us hence. 

" During the day, whilst storms are raging 
especially, we are under the necessity of shutting 
out the Ught, in order to exclude the cold ; and at 
other times our place is filled with the amoke which 
is blown in from the stove close to us in the stern- 
sheets. At low water too, now that we are in 
Cook's Biver, our boat heels over so that John is 
at one time deep down on the lee-side, at another 
time I ; and then one of ns gets all or the most 
part of the water accumulating from condensation 
on the iron roof, which drips on our head and 
back, or saturates our pillows and bedrclothee. 
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should they also unhappily gravitate leeward. 
We, however, look these inconTeniencea well in 
the face, and hj patience disarm them of half 
th^ unpleasantness, — a good lesson acquired in 
the school of experience, with the grace of Qod 
for our helper and teacher. 

" To-day- the first of our sopphes, tapioca, which 
we have depended moch upon, having had of it 
for our brei^ast d^y, has &iled ns ; our odIt 
remtuoing substitnte being rice. Somewhat more 
serious than this, is the fact, that after having 
exhausted our store of brandy and of rum, we 
are now drawing upon our last bottle of ^n; 
and as it grows less and less, whilst we consmne 
it by another and another draught, necessary 
to stimulate our debilitated bodies and recover 
UB from our severe fits of exhaustion, we look 
at each other and say, ' The sooner gone, the 
sooner the ship must come ! ' This sentiment 
the Captfun also gave utterance to to-day, and 
indeed it is our general feeling, belief, and hope, 
that Qod will permit our means to fiiil us, and 
just then his mercy will shine forth in the op- 
portune and gracious deliverance which he shall 
send us. 

" The Captain, who happily continues well, 
but unaccompanied by Mr Mmdment, who is suffer^ 
ing from cold, came and held service with ds. 
The sermon he read was out of a volume by 
the Rev. J. Harington Evajis, on the seventeenth 
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chapter of John. It was a delightful aod most ap- 
propriate diBGOurse, — the Bubject being, ' Finished 
Work.' 

" Monday, April 21. — To-day the boat was 
moored in-shore, close t« the bank, so that we 
can step from the deck on the land ; and I felt 
greatly tempted to try once more to put my foot 
ashore. I therefore got up, and with the assist- 
ance of Bryant, stepped on the green turf. But 
to my surprise I found that I had no power 
over my limbs, and the attempt at progression 
was ahuost ludicrous ; for my legs went sideways 
rather than forward, and I must have Mien had 
I not been supported by Bryant. Although I 
have frequent <Ustres^ng bodily prostration, with 
great languor, I prtuse God that only on one 
occauon has my mind greatly parfirapatcd. Some- 
times so powerloss as to be unable for reading or 
much thought, I have felt thb state to be merely 
paasWe, and without any positive gloom or real 
depression of spiriite. 

" This night we have a pretty hard frost, which 
covers the roof above my head with its hoary 
frost-work. It pinches me much, my back espe- 
cially, clothes being iosuffident to keep me warm. 

" Thursday, May 1. — The violence and in- 
clemency of a Fuegian winter have been now for 
some time felt by us. We have had the snow 
fidling day by <ky, covering all around with its 
white mantle, and with this a daily succession 
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of fearful BtonnB of wind. In onr present position 
ve are more than ever exposed to the raging 
of the blast and the penetrating of the cold, 
as to the westward we are open to the plains 
or valleys which stretch beneath the mountains. 
At times we greatly feel the cold, being obliged 
to remiun shut up in the darkness of our berth 
by day as well as by night, save when relieved 
by the light of our candle. Occasionally, however, 
we get an interval of moderate weather, and the 
effect of it is very cheering to us all. Our provisions 
are fast consuming away : our ' sick diet,' in 
particular, Is likely to come to an end still more 
speedily ; the preserved meat aad pork being 
now nearly finished, and our stock of spirits, 
having had no wine, having been for some days 
exhausted. We have tried in vain to catch fish 
in the net and with a lino. None are to be 
seen, and although ducks and wild fowl are not 
scarce around us, we have no means of getting at 
them. 

" On Friday the Captain and Mr M^dment 
succeeded in catching a fox, or rather in killing 
him. He had frequently paid them visits during 
the night, entering the cavern whilst they were 
in bed in the boat, and making free with whatever 
came to hand. He had carried off pieces of pork, 
shoes, and even hooks ; and to the great mortifica- 
tion of Mr Maidment, bis Bible was among the latter, 
which being bound in morocco, was doubtiess a 
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booty to the hungry beast. They therefore Iwd 
a bait for him, a piece of pork attached by a cord 
to the trigger of a loaded gun, so placed that when 
he took the bait he should fire the gun. He fired 
it off once, but escaped unhurt ; twice the cap went 
off, but the powder did not take fire. At last, he 
received the whole discharge in his breast. In his 
stomach were found feathers, fish, and mice. He 
was a fine animal, with a splendid brush. Albeit 
the odium attached to a fox, our party on shore 
have already so far overcome any such fastidious- 
ness, that this morning they made a hearty break- 
fast of his ' pluck.' His quarters are cut up and 
kept in reserve. This is not the firet extraordin- 
ary bonne houche our worthy caterer has put upon 
the spit, or made into soup for us. The penguin 
and shag, and the equally fishy-tasted duck, have 
aH contributed their quota. The penguin was 
caught on shore, without attempting to get away, 
more than by a backward movement, as Mr 
Maidment laid hold on him. The shag was asleep 
on a fallen tree, lying on the beach, so that Mr M. 
caught it also by hand. 

" The moat formidable drawback of all, is the 
dampness of the boat. Although I have my 
Mackintosh spread over my bed, the water from 
the roof lodges in pools upon it, and has at length 
saturated the counterpane under it.' The side of 
our beds, and all our clothes there, as well as at 
the head and the foot, are all wringing wet. One 
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night I felt a deadly chill from the damp, from which 
for hours I could get no relief, and having &iled 
of our supply of spirits, I had a great pain the 
whole night, which coatinued very severe the two 
following days. Whilst it lasted I was almost 
tempted to think I could not recover; the pro- 
stration of death seemed upon me. 

" Wednesday, May 7. — To-day we have been 
just eight months &om the tjme of our leaving 
I^verpool. The weather is now confirmed in ita 
winterly seventy, and we have had pretty hard 
frosts, suffident to freeze large portions of the river 
in which we are lying, and which drifts past us at 
each ebb tide. 

" This evening, having Pearce in addition to our 
company, I felt in prayer much softening and ten- 
derness of heart, vrith longing after the perfect 
love of God. Pearce road Mr Wesley's sermon on 
Ii^}entance in Believers, and its pltun, simple ex- 
hortations did me much good. Since then I have 
been able to exercise such a measure of f^th in 
Christ as I had not felt before, and to reiJise bless- 
ings far higher. I could say that I did — I can say 
that I do love God with a love I had no conception of, 
with a love that actuates every faculty of my whole 
soul ; and the love of God in Christ I feel beyond 
all expression. This much I venture in much weak- 
ness to write ; whether I shall be able to add much 
more to this Journal is known only to God. But 
this I may say, I have not had at any time a dis- 
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qiuefiDg tbought, or a mistrusting fear as to tha 
result. I have felt, Come life, come death, God's 
will would be my choice. I have not had any 
doubts as to a vessel coming to our help. I have, 
for the most part, believed God would restore me 
to health, and I have thought, in accordance with 
a singular impression mado on my mind, that my 
course would be directed back again to my native 
country. This I have believed — yet I cannot say 
that God will not take me hence, by taking me 
sooner than I expected to heaven and glory. His 
will be done — his biased will be done : I have no 
longer a choice, when I know his holy will. My 
poor friul body is now very attenuated, and my 
unking, depressed feelings are very great at times. 
But my mind scarcely feels depres^on, and cer- 
tainly no depression except in mourning over my 
unfaithfulness and shortcomings. 

" Should anything prevent my ever adding to 
this, let all my beloved ones at home rest assured 
that I was happy, beyond all expression, tho night 
I wrote these lines, and would not have changed 
situations with any man living. Let them also be 
assured, that my hopes were full and blooming with 
immortality ; that heaven, and love, and Christ, 
which mean one and the same divine thing, were in 
my heart ; that Hie hope of glory, the hope laid up 
for me in heaven, filled my whole heart with joy 
and gUdness, and that to me to live is Christ, to 
die is gain, I am in a strait betwixt two, to abide 
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in the body, or to depart and be with Christ, which 
is &r better. Let them know that I loTcd them, 
and prayed,^ evtrjf one of them. God bless Hiem 
alL 

" Twsday, May 20. — I am now, aa it were, 
suspended by a slender thread betwixt life and 
death. Three days following I have had attacks, 
which seemed to threaten a termination in dissolu- 
tion. But God b wiHi me. I am happy in tiie 
lore of Chiist I could Dot choose, were it left to 
me, whether to die or to live. I feel the conriction 
in my mind still strong that I shall recover ; but I 
am got BQ near to heaven, by tlie ^ling into ruin- 
ous decay of this earthly house of my tabemade, 
that another shake, and tiiere seems reason to ex- 
pect that my soul will be numbered with the 
depfuiied who are gone to glory. This I can say, 
that no other thought or desire has crossed my 
mind, as a reason for the prolongation of my 
eartUy existence, but that it might thereby please 
my Lord to make me an instrument of winning 
souls to him. 

"Friday, May 23. — ^To-day I have felt much 
sinking, and have felt a de^re to depart and be 
with Christ. Last night I felt much for the situation 
of my companions, and prayed to God with great 
fervor in their behalf, entreating the Lord to send 
relief to them, and if it were his irill, that I should 
see that succour come, and then, if it pleased Urn, 
be taken hence. I excluded myself irom any par- 
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Ucipatioa of benefit to be derived from a vessel's 
coining, lest I might seem to fall into impatieace, 
or display aught eUe than absolute resignation to 
God's boly will conceming myself. But I did 
feel I might intercede for others, and I sought 
God's blessing on their bodies and souls. This 
evening I have been so allured by the love of 
Jeaos, that I have not been able to refrain fixtm 
asking the Lord to permit me to come to himself. 
Nothing on earth could hold back my wishes from 
transporting me at once into his presence. I felt it 
could be no an to desire thus eagerly for heaven. 
Its light, its atmosphere, its peace, its joys, yea, and 
its holiness, were around my soul, and earth to my 
eyes seemed a dreary place. But am I ready to 
go ? yes ; Jesua has made me ready. I could 
not be more ready than he can make me, were I 
to live a century longer. His blood, his precious 
blood, I bear upon my heart; his righteousness 
declared of God, I hold for my title-deed. 

" Titesday, May 27. — ^To-day I have perceived 
new symptoms, which shew the inroads of the 
disease upon my system, and strongly point out a 
fatal termination. Can I be in any way disap- 
pointed at this, instead of a life of much service 
and glory to God? No, not for a moment; for 
God's glory can only be enhanced by fulfilling the 
counsels of his own wiU ; and to suffer his blessed 
will, as much glorifies my God aa to do it I am 
not disappointed ; rather do I rejoice greatly, that 
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now it seema manifeBtly the design of God to take 
me hence.- I hare time after time felt an inex- 
pres^ble deure to be with Christ, and to-day I 
have been ravished with his love. Should this 
then he the will of God, then, my beloved ones, 
weep not for me. Let no mourning thought possess 
your hearts, nor agh of sadness once escape your 
lips. Say rejoicingly. How good was the Lord! 
how greatly was he blessed of God, and he is 
gone to be with Jesus I There you, my beloved 
ones, — you, my mother, you, my sisters, may all 
of you — oh yes, you will shortly meet me, — ^wiU 
yon not? The love of Christ fills my heart; but 
with this love which loves him supremely, I love 
you as I never did before. But heaven is at hand. 
It is nigh to my soul. It b my home. I shall 
look for you there. There we shall meet to part 
no more. Its glories invite me. Its hohnesa, its 
purity, makes me de^re it, where I shall no more 
feel the curse of sin, nor see that loathsome thing, 
corruption. I h^ the glorioos change. My soul 
rejoicea in the Lord, and I would not exchange my 
dying hopes, surrounded as I now am with all 
earthly discomforts, for the greatest luxuries and 
all the bUndishments the world could set before 
me ; nay, nor could it stop one minute my onward 
flight to God, were the whole realm of nature, and 
every monarch with his crown, inviting me to lin- 
ger for a while, and taste of honor, power, and 
earthly good. No, oh no I All that is vanity and 
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a delosion. There is no other happiness bat in 
knowing Qod, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent ; 
in knoning him as our merciful, gracious, long-snf- 
fering God ; forgiving iniquity, tranagreasion, and 
sin : and Jesus Christ as — no words can say what 
Jesus Christ is when you know bJm. This is the 
white stone, inscribed with a new name, which no 
one knows but he to whom it is given. O Jesus, 
blessed Mediator and Interceraor 1 into thy hands I 
commit my beloved ones. Do thou effectually prevail 
in the behalf of each, so that all may receive tby 
Holy Spirit and the gift of eternal life, to thy own 
and the Father's everlasting glory, world without 
end. Amen." [Then follow affectjonate messages 
to various friends by name.] 

" Tkuraday, June 12, — Ah ! I am happy day 
and night, hour by hour. Asleep or awake, I am 
happy beyond the poor compa^ of language to 
tell. My joys are with him whose delights have 
always heen with the sons of men ; and my heart 
and spirit are in heaven vrith the blessed. I have 
felt bow holy is that company ; I have felt how 
pure are their affections, and I have washed me in 
the blood of the Lamb, and asked my Lord for the 
white garment! that I, too, may mingle with the 
blaze of day, and be amongst them one of the sons 
of light. 

" We have long been without animal food of any 
kind. Our diet consbts of oatmeal and pease, wi^ 
rice occasionally ; but even of this we have only a 
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Block sufficient to last out the present month, or a 
very short period beyond thb. The weather is 
Tery severe, with a deep fall of snow on the 
ground. But this ia not the worst feature of oar 
case. All hands are now sadly afiFected. Capttun 
Gardiner, a miracle of coastitutioual vigor, has 
suffered the least, and if I listened to his own 
words he b still none the worse ; hut his eouate- 
nance bespeaks the contrary. Would it were not 
sol Mr Maidment, likewise, has sustained the 
shock of our circumstances very well, but yet great 
debility ia now manifesting itself. All the rest 
have decided symptoms of scurvy, and have some- 
thing to do to stand under the burden of the duties 
devolving upon them ; but their perseverance, and 
willing uess, and patience, deserve the highest 
praise, whilst it elicits from our hearts a feeling 
sense of our obligations to them, and a regret to 
put them to such a severe trial. The Lord reward 
and bless them I Indeed, his blessing is upon 
them; and the Spirit of grace is deepening his 
work in their soula. Much more could I add, but 
my fingers are aching with cold, and I must wrap 
them up in the clothes. But my heart is warm — 
warm with prme, thanksgiving, and love to Qod 
my Father and to God my Eedeemer." 

Up to this period Mr Williams's Journal had 
been carefully kept ; and, looking at its neat and 
legible pages ; knowing, too, the distress and dis- 
comfort in the midst of which its latter portions 
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were written, we cannot but regard it as a verj 
affecting document. It is quite evident tliat he 
had acquired a fond attachment to this personal 
narratiTe, and that the hours passed lightly which 
were spent in its hfe-like society. Kot only was it 
a survivor from brighter days, and a remembrance 
of the hopes and aspirations of the outward voyage, 
but it was becoming too manifest that his Burslem 
friends might have no other messenger to tell how 
it fared with him in the last stage of the pilgrim- 
age. Eventually, therefore, we believe that it was 
chiefly for their sakes that, by the light of a candle, 
and with " aching fingers," as he lay in his cheer- 
less cabin, he continued to record the incidents 
and impresMons of these lonely days. 

We are now arrived at the last entry. It is 
dated, " Cook's River, Sunday night, or possibly 
Monday morning, June 21 or 22" — the shortest 
day of those regions, when the night lasts sixteen 
hours. It tells how ^earce had come to sit up 
with the invalids, but had been persuaded to retire 
to rest; and it speaks of Badcock as dying. It 
contains expressions which would almost indicate 
that the mind of the vrriter was beginning to wan- 
der ; but) even amidst confused perceptions, it 
shews that his faith in God was still clear and 
unclouded. The last words are : — 

" When I left Burslem on the mission, it was 
with a secret confidence I should see the salvation 
of God. Oh, my soul hath beheld it ! ' But the 
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greatest trouble,' some vronld my, ' is not over yet. 
You liave but a week's proTision more, even at the 
rate you are now living at, and no certain expecta- 
tion of a vessel's coming in that time I ' Yes, this 
is so; hnt I have a cert^ Mid sure expectation 
of deliverance in that time. To-day is June 22 ; 
for I believe it is far adviuiced in the morning. 
We shall see. He that believeth shall never be 
confounded. 

" Here I rest my hope. 
" The Lord's will be done." 

Captun Gardiner and Mr M^dment continued 
to lodge at the cavern, about a mile and a half 
from the mouth of Cook's River, where the boat 
contuning the rest of the party was moored. And 
though the distance was not great, so exhausted 
and weakened were they all, that they could not 
maintain a daily communication. But on Saturday, 
June 28, Captain Gardiner visited the Speedwell; 
and in his own brief journal he writes: — 

" Found Mr Williams and Badcoek to-day very 
ill. Mr Williams condders the latter beyond the 
hope of recovery. He is most patient, and leaning 
only upon his God. Mr Williams is certainly 
weaker than he has been during his long illness, 
and to-day spoke very incoherently. He was 
praying aloud when I reached the boat, for himself 
and bia dying companion, committing themselves to 
God, and rejoicing in his fruthfulness and truth. I 
have kept no record of the expres»ons which have 
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&llen from him during my Tarious visits to Cook's 
River ; but the inTuiable tenor of them has been 
entire resignation to the ^1 of God, joy and peace 
in belie^g, and a firm trust in his Redeemer, with 
the fall assurance that all had and still would work 
together for the advancement of his eternal inte- 
rests. On one occasion, ' thai each day's espe- 
rieoce had proved a hlessng, that he felt that no 
one of his trials (and he had many) could have been 
spared, that he had no will of his own, but left all 
in the hand of his heavenly Father, and that he 
was willing to depart in any way that the Lord 
should see fit' To-day he sEud, that ' he only called 
upon God, on him alone he leaned, and that he was 
all to him.' " 

At eleven o'clock on that same evening, John 
Badcock died. He requested Mr Williams to join 
him in singing a hymn, and repeated the 202d of 
Wesley's Collection, beginning — 

Ariw, mj and, arise, 

Bhake off di; guilt; fean; 
Tbe bleeding eaarifioe 
In m; beludf ^peai*. 
B«foTe the Hirone mjp Bnrel; utandR ; 
U; name is written on hie bandB, 

He sang it through with a loud voice, and a few 
minutes afterwards expired. 

Early in Jime the net, which had occasionally 
procured a few fishes, was carried away by the 
floating ice; and on the 4th of July Captain Gar- 
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diner mentioiu, as all the provi^ons rem^mng in 
the cavern, " half a duck, about a pound of salt 
pork, the same of damaged tea, a pint of rice, tiro 
cakes of chocolate, and four pints of pease, to which 
I JBOJ add tax mice." fVom this time forward, to 
the end of tb^ tragic history^, they had little other 
subsistence besides mussels and limpets, and a 
species of gelatinous seaweed. 

On Tuesday, July 22, Captain Gardiner writes — 
" For six days we have had no intercourse with 
Cook's Hirer, on account of the weather. I was 
there this afternoon, and John Bryant, to our 
great surprise, came over to us, being anxious to 
know how we were. Poor fellow I it ia too great 
an exertion for him, although he says he feels bet- 
ter. Mr Williams is wonderfully supported, both 
in body and mind. The Lord has been very gra- 
cious to him. He ia exceedingly weak, but has 
httle pain, and says that he feels even better than 
he haa done, although now reduced to subsist on 
mussels, which, to my great surprise, he is able to 
digest." 

On Saturday, August 23, Joseph Erwin, the car- 
penter, died ; and the following Tuesday terminated 
the sufferings of another of the boatmen, John 
Bryant. Captain Gardiner was now confined to 
his bed, and the fatigue of burying his two com- 
panions so exhausted Mr Maidment, that he never 
rallied. On the 6th of September, Captain Gar- 
diner wrote a note, which never reached its desti- 
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nation, and wUch was afterwards found defaced b; 
the weather : — 

" My dbab Mb Williimb, — The Lord has seen 
fit to call home another of our little company. 
Our dear departed brother lefl the boat on Tuesday 
afternoon (Sept. 2), and has not sincfl returned. 
Doubtless he is in the presence of his Redeemer, 
whom be served faithfully. Yet a little while, and 
though .... the Almighty to sing the praises 
.... throne. , I neither hunger nor thirst, though 
fire days without food. — ^Tour affeotiooate brother 
in ... . 

" A1J.BK F. Gabhikbe." 

Meanwhile, it will be asked, what steps were 
taken elsewhere for the relief of the famished exilesf 
As early as January, the Secretary of the Society 
had commenced his inquiries for a Tessel to convey 
additional stores to the Mission; but it was uni- 
formly answered, that no vessel would imperil her 
insurance for so small a freight ; luid it was not till 
the 6th of June that a vessel, advertised for April 
21, actually set sail, carrying six months' supplies 
by way of the Falkland Islands. Nor was any 
consternation created by the deUy ; for, naturally 
enough, the office-bearers hoped that fish and game 
might be procured as abundantly as Captain Gar- 
diner seemed to expect ; and then there was the 
hope that the Captain might have established a 
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commnnicatioa inth his fnends at Montevideo or 
East Falkland. However, irhea October amved, 
and the expedition had been gone for more than a 
year without any tidings returning, the worst fore- 
bodings began to be felt, and an application was 
made to the Admiralty to assist the Sodety in the 
effort to reach its agents. H.M.S. Dido was then 
Bfuling for the Pacific, and iostructioiis were in- 
stantly forwarded to her commander. Captain Mors- 
head, to touch, if possible, at I^cton Island, and 
inqnire after the misiuonaries. 

Simultaneously with this movement in England, 
Samuel Lafone, Esq., of Montevideo, had commis- 
uoned a fast- sailing American pilot-boat to proceed 
to Hcton Island, and render any assistance which 
the mission party might require. After a run of 
four weeks. Captain Smyley reached Banner Cove 
on the 21st of October ; but finding it painted on 
the rocks, " Gone to Spaniard Harbour," he pro- 
ceeded thither and arrived on the following day. 
He soon fomid a boat on the beach, and inside of it 
lay one person dead. There was a large scar on 
bis bead, and another on his neck, and a mattrass 
was thrown over him. The name " Pearce " was 
found on his &ock, and there can be little doubt 
that he was the last survivor of the party. The 
Indians, whose naked footprints were observed on 
the strand, had no doubt found him still a^ve and 
had murdered him ; and books, papers, medicine, — 
everything which was of no value to the savages, — 
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were fonad scattered od the deck or strewn along 
the beach. On the shore was found a body com- 
pletely washed to pieces, which must haTe been that 
of Mr Williams, as his three companions had been 
already buried. Capt^ Smyley had barely time 
to bury it, when a Tioleot gale arose, and drove 
him &om his anchorage and out to sea. His little 
vessel being laden with the crew of a castaway 
Danish barque. Captain Smyley could prtosecate 
the search no farther, but was forced to return to 
Montevideo. The report of this humane and 
right-hearted man concludes vrith the following 
testimony : — 

" I have never found in my life such Chrisliaa 
fortitude, such patience, and bearings in my life as 
in these poor unfortunate men. They hare never 
murmured even. They seemed redgned. And Mr 
Williams says, even in his worst itetresB, he would 
not swap lus ^tuation for, or with, any man in life. 
He is happy beyond expression. 

" They speak in their Journals of going to the 
Falklands, but they found their boats not fit, and 
in fEict they wfuted until all th^ provisions were 
gone, and they were taken wi^ the scurvy so bad, 
that it was impossible for them to go. They had 
no rest ; they were drove from place to place by 
the Indians, always in dread and fear. Add to 
these, the stormy, dreary, long nights, with almost 
perpetual ice and snow ; and cooped up in a small 
boat, BO laden that there was scarce room to move. 
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without food, and with that tenible disease thfi 
scurry ; and you can judge their situation pan/;^.'' 
Unapprised of Captiun Smyley's discovery, Cap- 
tain Morshead in the Dido reached these dangerous 
seas about the middle of January 1852, and prose- 
cuted (he search with the skill ajid energy of a 
Bntish sailor, and with the solicitude of a Christian 
friend. He reached Spaniard Harbour on the 
evening of January 21, and immediately sent Lieu- 
tenant Pigott and Mr Roberts on shore. They 
found the bodies of Capt^n Qardlner and Mr 
M^dment, and returned to the ship with a variety 
of books and papers. Next morning, amidst threat- 
ening weather, Captain Morshead landed. Mr 
Maidment's body lay in the cavern where he had 
so often spent the night, and in which the stores 
rescued from the Pioneer were kept. Outside on 
the rocks was painted, by way of direction to any 
visitor, a hand, uid'ander it, " Phalu Ixii. 5-8." 
Captain Gardiner's body was lying bedde the 
wreck of the Pioneer, It seemed that he had left 
his berth, but being too weak to climb into it i^^, 
he had died at the side of the boat. The renuuns 
were collected and buried ; the funeral service was 
read ; an inscription was placed on the rocks ; three 
volleys of musketry were fired ; the ship's colours 
were struck half-mast high; and having fulfilled 
her mournful conunisaon, the Dido went on her 
way. 
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CffntJnsiim. 



With offWngi of derotioa. 

Ship* &om tlie Mss ihalt nest, 
To pour tiie vealth of ooean 

In tribute it his fact. 

For hs bImII have domiiiioii 

O'er ri>eF, lea, and iliore. 
Far u Uio eagle's [HnioD, 

Oi doTe'e light wing can foar. 

Ptotn liiii. 8, W.-^ama Mimlgamen/, 



When ve look shroad on a world tiiatie rent vitii voo, and bnr- 
d^ed with the eaiBC, how gladl; ung)it we to torn to the piophetio 
pietim of the mne world, clothed with the Terdure o! righteooeneu 
and peace, lore and joj I When we behold the wretohed mn]ti- 
tadea eTerTwhere ground down b; oppreaaion, how cheering to think 
of the happ; period when kings ihall be the niumDg-&lhen and 
qaeani tbe nnniing-mothen of tkeir people — when jnsUce will vfrsrj- 
where be seen holding op her eren scales — and the geoina of eharitj 
opouDg, on the most barbaroiis ihoreB, new Cnuiti of blsMing (hat 
«1mU never more be sealed \—Dr Duff. 
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Wb TKV& hear of a great catastrophe trithoat see- 
ing, or fancyiDg that we see, how it might have 
been averted. And it is a relief from the sharp- 
ness of sorrow to be allowed to critidse the conduct 
of others, and to point out the simple precautions 
which ought to have been adopted. In concluding 
the foregoing narratiTe, nuuiy will feel that this 
ondre misaoa was sadl^ mismanaged. They will 
condemn the initial blunder which induced seven 
men, divided hetinxt two UtUe boats, to ventnre 
into seas so wild, and among savages so treacher- 
ous ; and in such an eipeditioa they vrill say that a 
strong ship, ably maimed, was the true economy. 
They vrill lament the orer-sangnine calcnlation 
which, for an imprisonment of uncert^ duration, 
provided supplies ao very limited; and they will 
allege that it was not prudent generaUhip, but 
a foolhardy trust in the chapter of accidents, 
which, for its commissariat, drew on the imcaught 
fisb and fowl of Fuegia, and the unpurchased heef 
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of Mootorideo. They will lift op thrar handB at 
tlie Buccesure fatali^es which left the ammonilion 
on ship-board, which lost the fiBhing-nete, aod 
which, the Tery first day they were used, let the 
diogies go adnft. They will poiat out espedienta 
which might from time to tjme have been tried 
with adTantf^ ; and, with the precedent of long 
voyages in whale-boats and wherries, they will 
wonder why the adventurers did not seek to escape 
in their launches to some more friendly shore. 
And, in the fair distribntion of reproof, they will 
blame the directors who allowed their agents to 
depart so scantily provided, and who permitted 
nine months instead of six to elapse hetwixt the 
sailing of the Ocean Queen and the despatch of ad- 
ditional supplies. 

We do not deprecate discussion, and we are 
assured that the community eventually gains much 
&om the freedom with which the proceedings of 
associations and official personages are reviewed 
by the organs of public opinion. And it is only 
candid to add that we have felt in full force some 
of the regrets which have been expressed in regard 
to this'Fatagonian Mission. But it ought to be re- 
membered that the scanty equipment of the expedi- 
tion was necessitated by the want of funds. None 
knew better than Captain Qardiner the desirable- 
ness of a large sloop or brig ; but as this waS 
utterly unattainable, he resolved to do his best 
with laoh launches as the Sode^ could i^ord. 
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And although an ample supply of prori^ns would 
hare heeo a great security, the boats could scarcely 
carry more ; and believing that in the directors at 
home, in correspondents at Montevideo, and in 
the produce of the islands, he had three strings to 
hie bow, the leader of the enterprise again yielded 
to his too chivalrous anxiety to spare ^e funds of a 
Sodety whose treasury was low, and whose friends 
were few. On the other hand, to account for the 
disasters of Banner Cove and I^ennox Harbour, we 
would need to exchange places vrith the devoted 
band, and imagine ourselves an inexperienced crew 
of seven persons, two of them mere huidsmen, 
divided betirizt two vessels, contending with cease- 
lees tempests, drenched in nun, pierced with cold, 
disheartened by hunger and disease, and only left 
the wretched choice betwixt a coast swarming with 
cannibals, and " desolate places," the domain of 
frost and hunger. And to account for the delay in 
forwarding supplies, we would need to exchange 
places with the office-bearers, and repeat the despe- 
rate search for a conTeyance made by men whose 
freight was no inducement to ships of any value, 
and who had not the means wherewith to charter 
a vessel of their own. 

But from all disputes about secondary causes, 
and from vain speculations about contangenries 
which cannot now be reahsed, the Christian will 
rtdse his thoughts to Uiat " determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of Qod " which ordfuned the 
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result, and which overlooked none of the inter- 
Tenlng incidenta ; and, in a world which owes erery- 
thing to the vicarious principle on which it is 
administered, he will try to ascertun the lessons 
taught by the sufferings and the self-sacrifice of 
these missionary-martyrs. 

To every devout reader there mnst be confirma- 
tion and enconr^ement in such a narrative as 
the one now concluded. Seldom have we met with 
a more striking example of " comfort in the wil- 
derness;" and, after perusing the experience of 
Mr Williams, no Christian need fear that his dr- 
camstances will be ever so forlorn, but that the 
Heavenly Comforter can still inspire him with 
a " joy unspeakable and full of glory." Illumed 
by an immortal prospect, the dreary caton becomes 
" none other than the gate of heaven ; " and, 
cheered by a celestjal VMtor, the long hours of 
an Antarctic mght are never counted. Without 
a crust of bread, the spirit is regaled with " food 
such as angels eat ; " and, in a disease depressing 
beyond most others, hope and exultation are the 
predominant emotions. And far from repenting 
their own rashness, — ^farther still firom " charging 
God foolishly," — they congratulate their lot, on 
being counted worthy to suffer for Christ's sake ; 
and when, in their little hospital, the first death 
takes place, the good soldier asks his feeble com- 
rade to join him in a hymn. 

Not is it a small matter to find that the Saviour 
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haa still disdples who are willing not only to suffer, 
but to die for his sake. Last century produced no 
martyrs: but there ia agun &iUi in the earth; 
and the convicts of Tuscany, the thousand exiles of 
Madeira, the slaughtered hundreds of Madagascar, 
" the martyr of Erromauga," and the proto- 
erangelists of Fucgia, all shew that there are 
many to whom Christ is so predous, that they 
are prepared to follow him to prison aud to death. 

But, besides tlieir lesson of selfnleTOtion, have 
not these good confessors left to the Church a 
legacy of duty? Hare not their writings, so 
remarkably preserved, come back from the ends 
of the earth, as a cry to go over and help these poor 
degraded Indians ? 

With the precedents of Xew Zealand and the 
South Sea Isles, there is nothing in the treachery, 
the barbarism, nor even in the cannihaliam of these 
Araucanians, to make a Christian philanthropist 
despair; whilst, in their position as a possible 
inlet to the vast Lu^n populations of the main- 
land, there is a powerful inducement to early and 
untiring effort. 

Nor should we omit a subordinate and selfish 
reason for attempting to evangelise these islanders 
and their Fatagonian neighbours. Within the la«t 
five years the Straits of Magellan and the oceaji 
highway round Cape Horn have been traversed 
by an unprecedented amount of shipping ; and, as 
long as this continues the main route to San Fran- 
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CISCO, the traffic through these seas is Bkely to in- 
crease, la such a dangeroos iiaTiga,tioa we need 
not ss; what casualties are likely to occur; but 
voe betide the ship's company which is thrown into 
the hands of these sarages 1 Last winter the ship 
Porcupine, of Liyerpool, was passing through the 
Straits of Mi^eUan on her way to California, when 
she grounded. Next moroing she was surrounded 
by numerous canoes, full of natives, carrying light- 
ed pine-branches, who endeavoured to set the ship 
on fire ; and it was not Ull after a desperate conflict, 
in which two emigrants were killed and others 
severely wounded, that the assailants were re- 
pulsed, and the disabled vessel was floated off and 
worked back to the Falklands. And it b only five 
or six years ago when the capt^n and crew of the 
brig Avon were murdered by the same barbarians, 
and two English gentlemen whom they had in- 
veigled ashore were carried off and put to death, 
and their bodies, it is believed, were devoured.* 
Similar casoalties are too certfun to recur ; and 
even although the governments of England and 
America should send war-steamers to the station, 
they cannot be ubiquitous; and, on the coercive sys- 
tem, nothing short of an extirpation of ihe wretched 
natives can secure the castaway 6om the knife of 

■ The iangera of ■ detentioD on than oouts are vrridlj deicribed 
in a loogh bat romBntie book publtahed in America daring the pre- 
■ent ;ear : " The Gap^Te In Pablgonia ; or Life among the Oianta. 
Bj BcDJamin Franklin Bourae." Boatnii ; Qonld and Linooln. 
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the cannibal. How mucli better — ^how macb more 
worthy of a Christian conntrj, and how much 
cheaper — to reclaim and civilise them ! This the 
missionary, with God's blessing, alone can accom- 
plish ; but the same agency which, all through the 
Southern Archipelago, haa secured for the merchant 
and whaler depots of proTisions and refitting sta- 
tions, and the assistance of clever mechanics, where 
formerly the war-club was his only welcome, — this 
agency may soon stud with gardens and farms and 
industrious villages these inhospitable shores. The 
church-going bell may awaken these silent forests ; 
and, round its cheerful hearth and kind teachers, 
the Sunday-school may assemble the now joyless 
children of Navarin Island. The mariner may run 
his battered ship into Lennox Harbour, and leave 
her to the care of Fucgian caulkers and carpenters ; 
and after rambling through the streets of a thriv- 
ing seaport town, he may turn aside to read the 
papers in the Gardiner Institution, or may step in 
to the week-evening service in the Richard Williams 
Chapel. When that day arrives, a grateful popu- 
Ution will survey Cook's River and Pioneer Cove, 
if not with emotions as sacred as those with which 
our Old-World pilgrims visit St Paul's Bay in 
Malta, and the Grotto in Fatmos, at least with 
feelings as tender as the Christian Briton has often 
confessed on the rocks of Lindis&rn, and among 
the rains of lona. 
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